EXHORTATIONS – 3 – FEAR THE LORD

2 TIMOTHY 4:2
INTRODUCTION – We are currently studying a series of lessons on exhortations. The exhortation from God we want to examine today is that of fearing the Lord. 

Remember our definition of the word exhort - we defined this word - as to call to one’s side, to entreat, to beseech, to urge, to propel, to urge forward, to urge one to pursue some course of conduct, to advise, to warn, and to encourage.  

We also would like to define the word fear which can have a threefold meaning – dread or terror; to stand in awe; to revere and respect.

The purpose of our lesson today is to examine the exhortations to “fear the Lord” and hopefully we will have good and honest hearts that will heed these words of exhortation. 

EXHORTATIONS TO FEAR THE LORD – 

I. SHOULD WE FEAR THE LORD? 

A. DEUT. 10:12-13 – If the answer is yes we should fear the Lord it is only natural to want to know, why? We should fear the Lord because God requires it of us.  Out of the things listed that ‘God required of Israel the first one listed is to “fear the Lord” again we ask the question, why? Notice what follows the command to fear the Lord that we are to walk in all his ways, loving him, and serving him with all our heart. Those who do not fear the Lord will obviously not fulfill this charge. We must stand in awe of God and have the proper reverence and respect if we are to obey him. Do you walk in all the ways of the Lord? Do you live for him? Do you serve him?
B. PROV. 1:7 – The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge. Many today are lacking in a knowledge of the will of God because they do not think they can understand it therefore they do not desire to receive instructions about the wisdom of God which is revealed to us in his holy word.

C. PROV. 2:1-7 – We can understand the word of God and what it means to fear the Lord, but we must desire it, cry out for it, seek it, and search for it.

D. PROV. 15:16 – The one who fears the Lord has something more valuable than material possessions. A child of God, a Christian, a disciple of Christ is rich in spiritual blessings such as the forgiveness of sins because they fear the Lord.
E. PROV. 13:13 – We cannot possibly fear the commandments if we do not have the proper reverence and respect for the Lord first.

F. PROV. 14:26-27 – If we fear the Lord we can have strong confidence and be turned away from the snares of sin and death. I.E. – Joseph – GEN. 39:9 “…How can I do this great wickedness and sin against God.”

G. PROV. 31:30 – The one who fears the Lord will be praised. Do you like to be praised or criticized? 

II. EXHORTATONS FROM PSALMS – 

A. PSA. 2:11 – Serve the Lord with fear – at work, at school, in the military, in my home, in my recreational pursuits, in every aspect of my life I need to realize that I am serving God.
B. PSA. 5:7 – As we worship the only true and living God today are we doing so in the fear of the Lord? Are we in awe of the power and majesty of the God we serve?

C. PSA. 15:4 – God honors those who fear the Lord.

D. PSA. 33:8, 18 – The Psalmist declares that all the inhabitants of the earth should fear God and that the eye of the Lord is looking at each and every one of us today. The Lord knows if we fear him!

E. PSA. 86:6-7 – In the assembly of the saints this morning is God held in reverence? Do we stand in awe of the God we serve? Do we have the proper respect for the creator of the universe? Or do we just check in each Sunday morning so we can punch our time card and our service for God ends when we walk out the back doors. 

F. PSA. 115: 11 – Do you desire the help of the Lord? Do you want him to be your shield? If your answer is yes then we must fear and trust the Lord!
III. EXHORTATIONS FROM N.T. – 

A. LUKE 12:4-5 – Fear of physical death is not uncommon and it is an obsession for some. People fear certain diseases such as aids, Alzheimer’s, and cancer. But do we fear the one who will judge us after death and has the power to cast our soul into hell – Jesus Christ the Son of God.

B. ACTS 9:31 – If every Christian would walk in the fear of the Lord the church would grow – it would multiply.

C. 2 COR. 7:1 – Our example of holiness is perfected when we fear God.  If we do not fear God then we will never be the example of holiness to others that we should be.

D. PHIL. 2:12 – Paul instructs the Christians at Philippi to work out their own salvation with fear and trembling.  The eternal destiny of our soul is at stake.

E. 1 PET. 1:17-19 – How should a Christian conduct them selves during their stay here on earth? In fear

F. HEB. 12:28 – Fear can be that which motivates me to serve God acceptably.
CONCLUSION – 

Do you fear the Lord?

Listen to the wise man – ECCL. 12:13 - Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God and keep His commandments, For this is man's all. 

Are you keeping the commandments of God? 

