EXHORTATIONS – 4 – PREACH THE WORD

2 TIMOTHY 4:1-5

INTRODUCTION – We continue our series on exhortations and we are going to study the exhortation that Paul gave to young Timothy and note how that exhortations still applies to us today. 

TEXT - 2 TIM. 4:1-5 - I charge you therefore before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, who will judge the living and the dead at His appearing and His kingdom: 2 Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching. 3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; 4 and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables. 5 But you be watchful in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry. 

In our text Paul exhorts Timothy to preach the word.  We might well ask the question what word is Paul alluding to in these verses and why should we preach it. Does this exhortation apply to us?

The word Paul is exhorting Timothy to preach is the word of truth which is found only in the gospel - COL. 1:3-7 – We give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you, 4 since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of your love for all the saints; 5 because of the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, of which you heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel, 6 which has come to you, as it has also in all the world, and is bringing forth fruit, as it is also among you since the day you heard and knew the grace of God in truth; 
ROM. 1:16-17 – Paul told Timothy to preach the gospel because it alone has the power to save man from his sinful condition. - For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek. 17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, "The just shall live by faith." 
EXHORTATIONS TO PREACH THE WORD – When we heed the exhortation and preach the word what is our message?

I. PREACH ABOUT A SAVIOR – 

A. MATT. 1:21 – The message of NT is the message of the savior – Jesus Christ.  He was born for the very purpose of saving his people from their sins

B. 2 COR. 4:1-5 – Paul did not preach to promote self but rather to exalt Christ as Lord.

C. ACTS 8:35 – Philip preached Jesus to the Ethiopian Eunuch.

D. 1 COR. 1:18-24 – When Jesus is preached the cross is also preached.

E. 1 JN. 4:8-14 – You cannot preach about the Jesus being the savior of the world without preaching about the love of the Father.

II. PREACH THE GOSPEL – 

A. ACTS 2:22-24 – Peter on Pentecost preached the D/B/R 

B. ACTS 13:23-39 – Paul preached the death burial and resurrection to the Jews at Antioch

C. 1 COR. 15:1-4 – Paul preached the same message to the Gentiles. You cannot preach the gospel without preaching the D/B/R of Jesus.

III. PREACH ABOUT THE KINGDOM – 

A. MATT. 3:1 – John the Baptist preached the kingdom was at hand.

B. MATT. 4:17 – Jesus preached the kingdom was at hand

C. MARK 9:1 – Jesus said there were some standing there who would not die until they saw the kingdom come with power.

D. LUKE 24:45-49 – Apostles were told to tarry in Jerusalem waiting for the power from on high

E. ACTS 1:4-8 – Apostles ask question about the coming of the kingdom – ACTS 2:1-4 – Kingdom promised comes with power

F. ACTS 8:12 – Philip preached about the kingdom.

G. ACTS 28:30-31 – Paul at the end of his life was still preaching about the kingdom.
IV. PREACH ABOUT THE PREEMINENCE OF CHRIST – 

A. EPH. 1:20-23 – Christ is above all he is the head of his body the church all things are under his feet.

B. MATT. 16:18-19 – The church that Christ is the head of is the only one he ever promised to build.

C. 2 JN 9-10 – In order to give Christ preeminence we must only preach the doctrine of Christ.

D. 1 TIM. 6:3-5 – Jesus warns us thru his word that there will be some who will preach a different doctrine.

E. 1 JN. 3:16-18 – Preach to love in deed and truth – We cannot be all talk and no action.

F. COL. 3:17 – All the deeds we do must have the authority of Jesus Christ.

CONCLUSION – 

Is it really all that important that we preach the word?  
Yes, we must preach the word because it is the word of judgment. JOHN 12:48-50 - He who rejects Me, and does not receive My words, has that which judges him--the word that I have spoken will judge him in the last day. 49 For I have not spoken on My own authority; but the Father who sent Me gave Me a command, what I should say and what I should speak. 50 And I know that His command is everlasting life. Therefore, whatever I speak, just as the Father has told Me, so I speak." 
Our eternal destiny depends solely upon our receiving or rejecting the words of Jesus!!!

What will YOU do with the words of Jesus? “Will You Not Tell it Today” 
