EXHORTATIONS – 5

1 THESS. 5:12-22

INTRODUCTION – Would you rather experience the feeling of being appreciated or taken for granted? Most, if not all of us would say we would choose to be appreciated. We know that we prefer being appreciated but has there ever been a time in our life when we failed to properly thank someone who deserved it?

Sometimes in life we experience personal miseries, but when they are resolved and disappear do we forget to say thank you to those who helped us thru these difficult times.  Appreciation for kindness shown is something that is in a rapid state of decline in our modern day society, but we still manage to have plenty of time to murmur, whine, and complain about our plight in life. As Christians we need to be aware of our example and the attitude we display when constantly complaining instead of being thankful and appreciative for what we have in this life.  We need to remember that others are watching us and if we are constantly displaying a negative, whining, complaining type of attitude why should they ever desire to become a Christian?
EXHORTATION – BE THANKFUL:

I. GOD WANTS OUR APPRECIATION – God is the creator and he desires to be appreciated by his creation.

A. LUKE 17:11-19 – Do you think all ten lepers were happy to have been healed?  Yes, but only one took the time to return and say thank you. Are we thankful to be healed or cleansed from our sins?  Yes, sure we are but do we take time to say “thank you” to God? Do we ever express it?
B. PSA. 100:1-4 – God wants us to express our appreciation. I.E. – Does the wife want to hear positive feedback from the husband – upcoming thanksgiving meal? Does the husband desire to hear positive feedback from his wife? Do we display an attitude of being thankful and appreciative?  We need to be careful about developing an attitude that fails to give thanks!

C. ROM. 1:22 – You might say what does it really matter if we do not appropriately give thanks? Let’s look at the consequences in the lives of the Gentiles because they were not a thankful people.
D. COL. 3:15 – Paul exhorts the brethren at Colossae to be thankful.

E. 1 COR. 15:57 – We should be thankful for the victory we have in Christ. Are we thankful that we can have victory over sin and death?

II. WHY GIVE THANKS?
A. PSA. 106:1 – We should give thanks because God deserves it! God is good and his mercy (pity, compassion for us) endures forever.

B. DAN. 6:10 – Giving thanks to God should be just as much a part of our everyday routine as breathing. What did Daniel have to be thankful for since he was in Babylonian captivity?  We might say not much but that is not how Daniel looked at his situation. Daniel followed his lifelong routine of giving thanks. He had done this since his early days.
C. MATT. 15:36 – Jesus gave thanks to God before feeding the 4000. Why? He realized God is the one who supplies the physical blessings for us in this life and he desired to acknowledge that fact.  Do we thank God for our food clothing and shelter? Or do we go on day after day never acknowledging the blessing we receive from God in our life?

D. PSA. 95:1-7 – We should give thanks because by so doing we acknowledge that God is the creator and he is worthy of our thanksgiving. He deserves to be honored!

E. COL. 2:6-7 – We should give thanks so our faith can abound!

F. EPH. 5:20 – We should give thanks because by doing so we acknowledge that all things come from God!

III. HOW DO WE SHOW THAT WE ARE THANKFUL?
A. PHIL. 4:6 – We show our thanksgiving thru prayer. We must learn to pray with an attitude of thanksgiving in our hearts.
B. PSA. 30:4 – When we sing we show our thanksgiving to God. Do you sing with a thankful heart? 

C. PSA. 35:18 – We show thanks to God when we assemble.  Assembling maybe the simplest but most neglected form of giving thanks to God. When God looks at your attitude toward assembling does he see a child who is thankful? I.E. –To me there is nothing worse than a child who is not thankful and does not express appreciation for what their parents have done for them.

D. 1 COR. 11:23-27 – When we partake of the Lord’s Supper with the proper attitude we are being thankful for what Christ has done for us and we remember our Savior in a worthy manner. If we remove the attitude of thanksgiving from the Lord’s Supper we are partaking in an unworthy manner. How do you partake of the unleavened bread and the fruit of the vine? Are you truly thankful?

E. COL. 3:17 – As Christians we should display thanksgiving in everything we do. In every aspect of our life we need to be thankful.
F. PSA. 103:1-5 – We display our thankfulness to God by remembering him.  Do not forget God! Often times we leave God out of our lives.  Do not make this great mistake and forget God in your life?  Draw nearer to him each day

CONCLUSION – 

God deserves our appreciation!

Are we thankful?

Do we display an attitude of thanksgiving?
