EXHORTATIONS – 7 – PURSUE WHAT IS GOOD

1 THESSALONIANS 5:15

INTRODUCTION – We are currently studying a series of lessons on exhortations. The exhortation from God we want to examine today is that of pursuing what is good.. 

Remember our definition of the word exhort - we defined this word - as to call to one’s side, to entreat, to beseech, to urge, to propel, to urge forward, to urge one to pursue some course of conduct, to advise, to warn, and to encourage.  

The purpose of our lesson today is to examine the exhortations to “pursue what is good” and hopefully we will have good and honest hearts that will heed these words of exhortation.

EXHORTATIONS TO PURSUE WHAT IS GOOD – 

I. COMMANDMENTS TO DO GOOD – 

A. DEUT. 6:18 – Do what is right and good in the sight of the Lord! Why?
B. DEUT. 12:28 – That it may go well with the – do you prefer smooth sailing or rough seas?

C. 2 CHRON. 14:1-6 – Example of King Asa

D. PSA. 34:14 – Sometimes in order to do good we must depart from evil.

II. WHAT IS INVOLVED IN DOING GOOD? 

A. PSA. 37:3 - We cannot begin to do good if we do not trust the Lord.

B. PSA. 86:5 – To be good we must be ready to forgive.

C. PSA. 133:1 – To be good we must dwell together in unity.

D. PSA. 147:1 – It is good to lift our voices and sing praise to God.

E. ISA. 1:17 – It is good to seek justice – rebuke the oppressor – defend the fatherless – plead for the widow.

III. NEW TESTAMENT DOCTRINE ABOUT DOING GOOD – 
A. EPH. 2:10 – We are created in Christ Jesus for good works. How do we know if something is a good work? Authority

B. 1 THESS. 5:21 – We must hold fast to only those things that are good and have the authority of the scriptures. 

C. ACTS 9:36 – The example of Dorcas - she was full of good works.

D. GAL. 6:9-10 – Paul gives instructions to Christians in Galatia to not grow weary while doing good, but do we ever tire and get discouraged.  “Let us do good to all”

E. 1 TIM. 4:6 – A good servant relies on good doctrine and follows it carefully.

F. 1 TIM. 6:12 – We are instructed to fight the good fight! The fight of faith.

G. 1 TIM. 6:18 – To be good we must be willing to share. We cannot be selfish, greedy, or covetous.
H. 2 TIM. 2:21 – We must be prepared for every good work if we are not prepared we will fail.

I. TITUS 2:14 – Preparation must be accompanied by zeal so we will follow thru with the good works. TITUS 3:14 - The good works must then be maintained thru out our lives.

J. JAMES 3:13 – Good conduct must be reflected in our choices. JAMES 4:17 – What are the consequences of not choosing to do the things that are good? We are in sin – we are sinners – and death will separate us from God for eternity.

K. 3 JN. 11 – Choose to do what is good and God will be pleased!

CONCLUSION – 
What are you pursuing in your life?

Is it the things that God deems as good?

God is exhorting us to choose to do good in our life!

