ACTING WISER THAN GOD

PSALMS 147:5 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – Often times man tries to act as if he is wiser than God even though the scriptures teach us this is impossible – PSA. 147:5 - Great is our Lord, and mighty in power; His understanding is infinite. God‘s wisdom is infinite and there is nothing that can be added to his knowledge.

There is a difference between knowledge and wisdom.  In common everyday language knowledge can be defined as “an accumulation of facts or principles” while wisdom would be defined as being able to understand and correctly apply facts or principles we have learned.  After all what use is knowledge (know facts and principles) if we do not use them and make the right application to our life.  I.E. Engineer – knowledge to build and wisdom is the actual building.
Man has often acted as if he were wiser than God.   Let’s look at some bible examples 

1. GEN. 3:1-6 – Example of Eve - Now the serpent was more cunning than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And he said to the woman, "Has God indeed said, 'You shall not eat of every tree of the garden'?" 2 And the woman said to the serpent, "We may eat the fruit of the trees of the garden; 3 but of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God has said, 'You shall not eat it, nor shall you touch it, lest you die.' " 4 Then the serpent said to the woman, "You will not surely die. 5 For God knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil." 6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree desirable to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate. She also gave to her husband with her, and he ate.
2. 1 COR. 1:18-24 - For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written: "I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, And bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent."  20 Where is the wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the disputer of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of this world? 21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the world through wisdom did not know God, it pleased God through the foolishness of the message preached to save those who believe. 22 For Jews request a sign, and Greeks seek after wisdom; 23 but we preach Christ crucified, to the Jews a stumbling block and to the Greeks foolishness, 24 but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.
WAYS MEN TRY TO ACT WISER THAN GOD:

1. CANNOT SEE THE PURPOSE OF GOD’S COMMANDS – 

A. ISA. 55:8-9 – Our job is not to pass judgment by saying we just cannot see the purpose of a given command or commands.  That is the very thing that caused Eve to sin in the garden - "For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My ways," says the LORD. 9 "For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways, And My thoughts than your thoughts. 
B. 2 COR. 5:7 – We are to walk by faith not by sight, we are to trust God.  Children do not always understand what their parents tell them to do but because they trust them they obey - For we walk by faith, not by sight.
C. GEN. 12:1-4 – Do you think Abraham totally understood everything involved in the threefold promise given to him by God in Genesis - Now the LORD had said to Abram: "Get out of your country, From your family And from your father's house, To a land that I will show you. 2 I will make you a great nation; I will bless you and make your name great; And you shall be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, And I will curse him who curses you; And in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed." 4 So Abram departed as the LORD had spoken to him, and Lot went with him. And Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran.
D. HEB. 11:8-10 – Abraham is mentioned as a man who trusted God but did not know where he was going but had enough faith to believe that it is where God wanted him to be - By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to the place which he would receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going. 9 By faith he dwelt in the land of promise as in a foreign country, dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise; 10 for he waited for the city which has foundations, whose builder and maker is God.
2. BY THINKING GOD’S WAY WILL NOT WORK –

A. PREMILLENIALIST – Thinks God’s plan for establishment of the kingdom did not work and had to be postponed so in the meantime God brought about the church until his physical kingdom can be reestablished in Jerusalem. 
a. MARK 9:1 – And He said to them, "Assuredly, I say to you that there are some standing here who will not taste death till they see the kingdom of God present with power." 

b. ACTS 1:4-8 - And being assembled together with them, He commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise of the Father, "which," He said, "you have heard from Me; 5 for John truly baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now." 6 Therefore, when they had come together, they asked Him, saying, "Lord, will You at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?" 7 And He said to them, "It is not for you to know times or seasons which the Father has put in His own authority. 8 But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth." In Acts chapter 2 the kingdom comes with power.
c. ACTS 8:12 - But when they believed Philip as he preached the things concerning the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, both men and women were baptized. 
d. ACTS 14:22 - strengthening the souls of the disciples, exhorting them to continue in the faith, and saying, "We must through many tribulations enter the kingdom of God."
e. ACTS 19:8- And he went into the synagogue and spoke boldly for three months, reasoning and persuading concerning the things of the kingdom of God. 

f. ACTS 20:25 - And indeed, now I know that you all, among whom I have gone preaching the kingdom of God, will see my face no more.
g. ACTS 28:23- So when they had appointed him a day, many came to him at his lodging, to whom he explained and solemnly testified of the kingdom of God, persuading them concerning Jesus from both the Law of Moses and the Prophets, from morning till evening. 

h. ACTS 28:31 - preaching the kingdom of God and teaching the things which concern the Lord Jesus Christ with all confidence, no one forbidding him.
i. COL. 1:13 - He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love,
3. BY DENYING THE ALL SUFFICIENCY OF THE BIBLE – 

A. Modern day revelation – GAL. 1:6-9 – What we have today is not enough.  You often hear denominational preachers say God revealed this to me as I was preparing the lesson for today. I marvel that you are turning away so soon from Him who called you in the grace of Christ, to a different gospel, 7 which is not another; but there are some who trouble you and want to pervert the gospel of Christ. 8 But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to you than what we have preached to you, let him be accursed. 9 As we have said before, so now I say again, if anyone preaches any other gospel to you than what you have received, let him be accursed.
B. JUDE 3 – Says it was delivered one time for all time.  Since God sent the message to us thru the Holy spirit it is inspired and it is complete - Beloved, while I was very diligent to write to you concerning our common salvation, I found it necessary to write to you exhorting you to contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints.
C. REV. 22:18-19 – God closes his book of revelation to man with this strong warning – God is telling us to not think that we are smarter than him. For I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: If anyone adds to these things, God will add to him the plagues that are written in this book; 19 and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part from the Book of Life, from the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book. 
D. 1 PET. 1:22-25 – The word of God will abide forever. All our arguments, rebellion, and desire to display our wisdom will not change to word of God. Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit in sincere love of the brethren, love one another fervently with a pure heart, 23 having been born again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible, through the word of God which lives and abides forever, 24 because "All flesh is as grass, And all the glory of man as the flower of the grass. The grass withers, And its flower falls away, 25 But the word of the LORD endures forever." Now this is the word which by the gospel was preached to you. We will be judged by the word of God not the creed books compiled thru human wisdom.

E. JN. 12:48 – Man by his wisdom rejects the very standard by which we will be judged. He who rejects Me, and does not receive My words, has that which judges him--the word that I have spoken will judge him in the last day. 
4. BY DOING WHAT GOD’S WORD DOES NOT AUTHORIZE – 

A. COL. 3:17 – Whatever we do we must have authority from God’s word. And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him. 
B. 1 PET. 4:11 – When man speaks does he always speak as the oracles of God – NO!!!

a. Instrumental music – if God wanted it he could have commanded it but what did he command – EPH. 5:19 - speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord,
b. Sprinkling for baptism – if God wanted it he could have commanded it - ROM. 6:3-4 – Instead he likened baptism to a burial - Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? 4 Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life
c. ACTS 8:36-39 - Now as they went down the road, they came to some water. And the eunuch said, "See, here is water. What hinders me from being baptized?" 37 Then Philip said, "If you believe with all your heart, you may." And he answered and said, "I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God." 38 So he commanded the chariot to stand still. And both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water, and he baptized him. 39 Now when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught Philip away, so that the eunuch saw him no more; and he went on his way rejoicing.
d. 1 TIM. 3:15 – but if I am delayed, I write so that you may know how you ought to conduct yourself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth. The church is the pillar and ground of the truth, but some in their human wisdom have reduced the church to nothing more than a  glorified social and recreational center

CONCLUSION – We should learn to be content and let God do the commanding and we should be satisfied with providing the faith and obedience in what he has told us to do – ISA. 40:12-18 - Who has measured the waters in the hollow of His hand,Measured heaven with a span And calculated the dust of the earth in a measure?Weighed the mountains in scales And the hills in a balance? 13 Who has directed the Spirit of the LORD,Or as His counselor has taught Him? 14 With whom did He take counsel, and who instructed Him,And taught Him in the path of justice?Who taught Him knowledge,And showed Him the way of understanding? 

15 Behold, the nations are as a drop in a bucket,And are counted as the small dust on the scales;Look, He lifts up the isles as a very little thing. 16 And Lebanon is not sufficient to burn,Nor its beasts sufficient for a burnt offering. 17 All nations before Him are as nothing,And they are counted by Him less than nothing and worthless. 

18 To whom then will you liken God? Or what likeness will you compare to Him? 
Do you think you are wiser than God?

If you are not submitting to his will, then you are rebelling against the wisdom of God.

Would you come today and submit to the wisdom of God?

REV. 22:17 - And the Spirit and the bride say, "Come!" And let him who hears say, "Come!" And let him who thirsts come. Whoever desires, let him take the water of life freely. 

