IMPORTANT QUESTIONS - 23

ROMANS 6:3-4 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – We have been discussing some important questions and what the Bible says as it answers these questions. We must remind ourselves and be vigilant to remember that it does not matter what you or I think or feel about these questions.   What we need to know and understand is what God says about our question in his word.

We all understand the importance of cardiovascular health and that walking is a way to maintain a physically healthy heart.   The bible also teaches us the importance in regard to our spiritual well-being that we walk with God and in a way that pleases him – ROM. 6:3-4 - Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? 4 Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. 
The important question we want to ask today is – How are we to walk?

The purpose of our lesson today is to understand what the bible teaches about how we are to walk. Open your bibles and let’s examine the scriptures and understand how God desires for our steps to be guided!!!

HOW ARE WE TO WALK?
I. EXAMPLES – Let’s look at some examples of walking in a way that pleases God.
A. GEN. 5:24 - And Enoch walked with God; and he was not, for God took him. 

B. GEN. 6:9 - This is the genealogy of Noah. Noah was a just man, perfect in his generations. Noah walked with God.  Verse 8 says, But Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord  Why?
C. GEN. 17:1 – Abraham walked before God blamelessly.  What does it mean to walk with God? How did he do this?  He walked by faith. I.E. – Hebrews writer express three instance when God gave Abraham instructions and he responded by faith.

D. PSA. 26:1 – David states he walked with God by following the truth.  So if I ignore the truth I cannot possibly be walking with God.

E. 1 PET. 2:21 – We must always follow Christ not men. If we follow the wrong example we will fall.
F. ROM. 8:1 – Paul instructs the Christians at Rome to walk according to the Spirit.   What guides us as we walk each day the principles of the flesh or the Spirit?

G. EPH. 2:1-2 – Paul instructs the Christians at Ephesus that their walk must no longer be connected to sin.

H. 2 COR. 5:7 – Once we are in the Lord we are to walk by faith and that faith must grow.  Do you walk each day by faith?  Not just on Sunday!

II. WALK IN GOOD WORKS – 

A. EPH. 2:10 – Are we walking in good works? We are created in Christ Jesus to walk in good works.

B. EPH. 4:1 – We must walk worthy of our vocation – the high standard we are to live by each day.

C. EPH. 5:8 – Walk as children of light.  We should never be viewed as children of darkness because of the way we walk.   We must be consistent!!
D. EPH. 5:15 – We are to walk circumspectly or looking carefully as we take each step.  I.E. – How careful would you be if you were walking thru a mine field?

E. 1 JN. 1:5-7 – If we desire to have fellowship with God where must we be walking?

F. PROV. 2:7 – God is a shield for those who walk according to his will.  

III. WALK IN LOVE – 

A. EPH. 5:1-2 – Walking in love means being able to put others first. I.E. – forgiveness – EPH. 4:32
B. 2 JN. 4-6 – Do people know you love the lord by the way you walk?  What does our daily life exemplify?

C. 3 JN. 3-4 – Do you walk by truth or is your path guided by your own thoughts and feelings.

D. PHIL. 3:16 – We are to walk by the same rule so we can be of the same mind.

E. REV. 3:4 – Sometimes we make the excuse that it is just too difficult to walk with the Lord in the 21st century.   There were Christians at Sardis who were worthy to walk in white.  If we walk with the Lord now (by faith) we shall walk with him in glory.
F. PSA. 86:11 – Our prayer should be that of the psalmist - Teach me Your way, O LORD; I will walk in Your truth; Unite my heart to fear Your name. 

CONCLUSION – 

How are we walking?

Are we walking in the right direction and following the correct examples?

Are we walking in love and good works?

Maybe you are not walking with the Lord, but you can begin today!!!
