EXHORTATIONS – 16 - PRIDE
1 JOHN 2:15-17 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – We are currently studying a series of lessons on exhortations. Today in our lesson we will examine the exhortations from God’s word concerning pride. 
Remember our definition of the word exhort - we defined this word - as to call to one’s side, to entreat, to beseech, to urge, to propel, to urge forward, to urge one to pursue some course of conduct, to advise, to warn, and to encourage. 

READ TEXT – 1 JOHN 2:15-17
At some point in time in each of our lives we have battled the sin of pride. The world uses this word in a positive and negative since – I.E. – He is arrogant and full of pride compared with he is proud of his children, but the word is not used in that sense in the NT. It always refers to something in a negative sense – pride is always referred to as being boastful, vainglory, haughty, puffed up, high minded. Another term. “proud” signifies showing oneself above others, preeminent, it is always used in the NT scriptures in the bad sense of arrogant, disdainful, proud according to Vine’s Expository Dictionary.

The purpose of this lesson is to come to a greater understanding of what the Bible says about pride and its effect on our lives. So let’s open our bibles and begin the study of these exhortations given to us by God

EXHORTATIONS – PRIDE

I. WARNINGS – 

A. PSA. 40:4 – The man filled with pride does not see the need in his life to place his trust in God. The man who chooses to trust God does not listen to the proud and follow their lies.
B. PROV. 8:13 – As people of God we must fear the Lord and hate pride and all its evil ways.

C. PROV. 11:2 – Why should we hate pride? It brings shame and stands in direct opposition to humility. 

D. PROV. 13:10 – Pride causes problems. If you desire stress and anxiety in your life then just fill your self with pride and the problems will begin to multiply.

E. PROV. 29:23 – Wise man gives us the warning (red flag) about pride. Do you want to be brought low or retain honor?
F. PHIL. 2:3 – Paul instructs Christians at Philippi to do nothing through vainglory, selfish ambition or conceit which all add up to a warning about pride.

G. ROM. 12:16 – Paul warns brethren at Rome about the dangers of associating with the proud and says they should choose the humble instead.

H. EPH. 2:8-9 – God thru the apostle Paul reminds us we are saved by grace through faith and not of ourselves or else we would boast. 

I. 1 COR. 13:4 – We are urged by Paul to possess love which is not boastful.

II. PUNISHMENT – What happens if we fail to heed the warnings?
A. PSA. 18:27 – The humble will be saved but the proud will be brought down.

B. PSA. 101:5 – God will not tolerate a prideful heart and life. They cannot endure in his holy presence.

C. PROV. 16:5, 18 – The proud will not go unpunished and in the end will see destruction. 

D. ISA. 2:10-12 – The proud and lofty man will be brought low.

E. ISA. 13:11 – God will put a stop to the arrogant and proud. He will not over look the sin of pride!

F. ISA. 28:1-3 – Misery awaits those who wear the crown of pride.

III. EXAMPLES – 

A. ISA. 10:12-16 – Attitude of the king of Assyria.

B. DAN. 4:25, 30, 37 – Daniel interpreted the dream of King Nebuchadnezzar and advised him to repent, but instead he became even more puffed up and proud. Notice the lesson he learned the hard way and at great cost.
C. DAN. 5:22-23 – King Belshazzar had the benefit of Nebuchadnezzar’s example and still choose to be lifted up with pride.

D. LUKE 18:9-14 – Two examples given to us in this parable one is good and the other is not. Who stood approved before God was it the self righteous Pharisee or the lowly Publican?
E. MARK 12:38-39 – Some of the scribes were filled with pride, arrogance, and haughtiness. They displayed a better than thou type of attitude.
F. 1 TIM. 3:6 – In giving the qualifications for elders it is no coincidence that Paul makes the point to Timothy by inspiration of the Holy Spirit that an elder cannot be one who is puffed up with pride.

G. ACTS 12:21-23 – King Herod failed to give the proper glory to God as a result of his pride and look what it cost him.

H. REV. 3:14-17 – How did the Christians at the church in Laodicea come to a different conclusion as to their status before God? Simply because pride clouded their vision so they could not see their true condition. 

I. 1 PET. 5:5-6 – Can this same thing happen to us today? Yes, if we do not heed the exhortation of the apostle Peter who had at various times inhis life battled the sin of pride. 
CONCLUSION – 

Will you heed the warnings?

Do you recognize the consequences for your choices? 

Are you willing to humble your self to God?

Do it today!!!

