HOLY SPIRIT AND VINDICATION
1 TIMOTHY 3:15-16 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – Our text points to the fact that Jesus was vindicated in other words the Holy Spirit is a witness to us that he was shown to be righteous.  This is an important role that the Holy Spirit plays as we can see from ACTS 5:30-32 – the Holy Spirit is the greatest witness for Christ since he made bold promises in the OT through the prophets that have now come to pass the Holy Spirit is the greatest witness about Jesus Christ because the Holy Spirit is God and cannot lie.
HOLY SPIRIT AND VINDICATION: 

1. INCARNATION – The incarnation of Christ is possible because of the Holy Spirit

A. ISA. 7:14 – The Holy Spirit thru Isaiah gave a sign that a virgin shall conceive and shall bear a son – Immanuel.
B. JN. 1:1-2, 14 – When Jesus became flesh it was thru the direct operation of the Holy Spirit that he was born of Mary, a virgin.

C. LUKE 1:26-35 – The angel Gabriel appeared unto Mary and told her that she would conceive in her womb and bring forth a Son – God in the flesh. Christ emptied himself and the Holy Spirit planted him in Mary’s womb as a seed.

D. MATT. 1:18-25 - The Holy Spirit performed the miracle and Jesus was born.

2. ANOINTED – The Holy Spirit anointed Christ.
A. ISA. 11:1-5 – Jesus Christ is spoken of in prophecy inspired by the Holy Spirit that Christ would be the one upon whom the Spirit of the Lord will rest.

B. JN. 1:29-34 – The Holy Spirit in the form of a dove landed upon Jesus after his baptism in the Jordan River by John the Baptist and the voice of God stated that this is my beloved Son and I am well pleased with him.

C. ACTS 10:34-38 – The apostle Peter declared to Cornelius and his household that God anointed Christ with the Holy Spirit to preach the gospel.

D. LUKE 4:16-19 – Example of Jesus doing exactly what he was anointed to do by the Spirit.

3. TEMPTED – Jesus was tempted just like you and me.

A. HEB. 4:15 – Tempted in all points as we are except the Savior was without sin. 

B. MATT. 4:1-11 – Immediately after his baptism in Jordan the Bible says that Christ was led by the Spirit into the wilderness where he was tempted by Satan just as we are. The Holy Spirit witnessed the victory of Jesus over Satan.  

a. Temptation  - Lust of flesh – Use power to turn stones to bread.
b. Temptation – Through pride and vanity cast thyself down from temple

c. Temptation – Lust of eyes – Jesus beheld the kingdoms of the world and the glory that goes with them.  The devil promised them to the Lord but he rejected the offer.

d. He replied as he faced each temptation – It is written…

4. CONVERSATION – The words Christ would speak would be from God.

A. DEUT. 18:15-19 – The Holy Spirit prophesied of Christ and the words he would speak in the OT.
B. JN. 3:33-36 – God fully intended for Christ to declare the words of salvation to people on earth.   Therefore he gave him the Holy Spirit without measure, to put his words in his mouth.

C. JN. 6:66-68 – Jesus spoke the words of everlasting life.  He is the truth the way the life

D. MARK 16:15-16 – Jesus is very clear in his words that he spoke.

E. 2 PET. 1:20-21 – This does not only apply to all of God’s prophets and apostles but also to Jesus as he spoke as a holy man as he was moved by the Holy Spirit.
5. VALIDATION – The Holy Spirit validates that Christ suffered for all.
A. ISA. 53:1-6 – The prophet Isaiah states in prophecy of Jesus that he would carry the sufferings and burdens of others upon himself.

B. MATT. 8:16-17 – Partial fulfillment when he healed these people by the power of the Holy Spirit.

C. MATT. 12:24-30 – On this occasion Jesus Christ declared that if by the Spirit of God cast out demons then the true kingdom of God is come. Proof that Jesus was from God was provided by the Holy Spirit when he performed miracles. These miracles validated his claim that he was the Son of God.
6. RESURRECTION – The Holy Spirit caused Jesus to be raised from the dead.

A. PSA. 16:7-11 – Prophecy that Christ would be raised from the dead and the Holy Spirit would not allow Christ to see corruption.  Truly the imperial day of all history was the day that the Holy Spirit vindicated the truth Christ spoke by raising him from the dead.
B. JN. 2:19-22 – Fulfilled statements made by Christ about his resurrection. 

C. ROM. 8:9-11 – The Holy Spirit was present and raised Christ out of the tomb as he said he would in the Psalms.

D. HEB. 9:12-14 – Jesus Christ thru the eternal Spirit offered himself as an offering and sacrifice unto God.

CONCLUSION – Every claim Jesus made was vindicated by the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit vindicated Christ by raising him from the dead just as he had claimed.  He will also raise us if we are in Christ.  Are you in Christ? If not then heaven will not be your home.
