EXHORTATIONS – 20 - FOLLOW
1 KINGS 18:21 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – We are currently studying a series of lessons on exhortations. We are urged by God thru his word to follow him. That is the exhortation of God we will concentrate our study on today. READ TEXT – 1 KINGS 18:21 – Elijah the prophet of God asked the people to make a choice as to whom they would serve. They had to choose between following Baal and God. Today in our lesson we will examine the exhortations from God’s word concerning following God and his son Jesus.

Remember our definition of the word exhort - we defined this word - as to call to one’s side, to entreat, to beseech, to urge, to propel, to urge forward, to urge one to pursue some course of conduct, to advise, to warn, and to encourage. 

The purpose of this lesson is to come to a greater understanding of what the Bible says about this subject of following God. So let’s open our bibles and begin the study of these exhortations given to us by God.

EXHORTATIONS – TO FOLLOW

I. WHY?  WARNINGS
A. JN. 12:26 – Two reasons are given in this verse; first because Jesus commands us to follow him and secondly it show our willingness to serve him. We cannot claim to serve God and yet refuse to follow his son – Jesus.

B. JN. 21:15-19 – The Lord asked Peter three times did he love him? After Peter answers yes three times the last thing the Lord said to Peter was to follow him. Why? Earlier in the life of Peter he had claimed to love the Lord but had denied him three times, now the Lord is making it clear to Peter it is not enough to say you love me, if you really love me then follow me. So if we claim to love Jesus then what will we do thru out our lives? Follow him
C. 2 PET. 1:16 – God also warns us who not to follow. Peter warns brethren to not follow cunningly devised fables.

A. 2 PET. 2:1-3 – Do not follow false prophets (those who claim to speak for God), false teachers (those who use deceptive words) to pervert the truth of the gospel.

B. LUKE 9:62 – We are also warned to not begin to follow Jesus and then decide to look back. Jesus uses the illustration of one putting his hand to the plow and looking back.

II. ENCOURAGEMENT – To follow God
A. 1 KINGS 18:21, 36-39 – Elijah did not expect the people to follow God without any evidence that he existed. So the people saw what was done and fell down on their faces and said the Lord he is God 
B. ISA. 51:1 – The prophet says if we are truly seeking to follow God then we will follow and seek after righteousness. 

C. MATT. 4:17-22 – Jesus instructs Peter, Andrew, James and John to follow him. In order to follow him they left behind their nets, their boats and in the case of James and John they left behind their father and his fishing business in order to follow Jesus. This teaches us that sometimes great sacrifice is involved in following Jesus
D. MATT. 8:19-22 – What is Jesus trying to teach us in this passage? Jesus wants us to understand that in order to follow him that he must be our first priority.

E. MATT. 10:37-39 – Many have failed to faithfully follow Jesus because they did not first count the cost of taking up their cross and following him. 

F. MATT. 16:24 – In order to faithfully follow Jesus we must be able to deny self. Often we allow things we want to do to interfere with following Jesus?

G. MATT. 19:16-21 – This young man was not willing to make the commitment needed to follow Jesus. The sacrifice was too great. Are you willing to make the commitment needed in order to successfully follow the Lord?
III. EXAMPLES – given to us in the scriptures
A. 1 KINGS 11:6 – Solomon followed the Lord but he did not fully follow the Lord as his father David. Do you follow the Lord but fail to fully follow him. 

B. LUKE 22:52-54 – Are we like Peter and follow Jesus at a distance? This is a great problem in the Lord’s church today that we have too many Christians who are following Christ at a distance.

C. 2 CHRON. 34:31-33 – Now contrast how King Josiah sought to follow the Lord with all his heart and all his soul. Do you seek to follow God with all your heart and soul?
D. JN. 1:43-45 – How do we know if we are following Jesus with all our heart and soul? One way to measure this is our willingness to tell others. Since Philip was following Jesus he wanted others to know about him so he told Nathaniel. Who have you recently told about Jesus? 

E. 1 PET. 2:21 – Our greatest example to follow given to us in the scriptures is that of Jesus. Peter by inspiration says we should strive to follow his steps.
F. REV. 14:4-5 – Who will be rewarded in eternity? Only those who follow the Lamb!!!

CONCLUSION – 

Who are you going to follow? 

Your choice - the wisdom of men or the wisdom of God.

Choose today to follow God and his Son Jesus.

Follow him with all your heart and soul!!!
