EXHORTATIONS – 21 - DILIGENCE
DEUT. 6:17-19 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – We are currently studying a series of lessons on exhortations. We are urged by God thru his word to be diligent. How do we define this term – Vine’s defines this word as earnestness, zeal, to haste to do a thing, endeavoring to carefully attend, it also means accurately and exactly. 

READ TEXT – Today in our lesson we will examine the exhortations from God’s word concerning diligence
Remember our definition of the word exhort - we defined this word - as to call to one’s side, to entreat, to beseech, to urge, to propel, to urge forward, to urge one to pursue some course of conduct, to advise, to warn, and to encourage. 

The purpose of this lesson is to come to a greater understanding of what the Bible says about this subject of diligence. So let’s open our bibles and begin the study of these exhortations given to us by God.

EXHORTATIONS – DILIGENCE
I. DILIGENCE IS REQUIRED – 

A. PROV. 4:23 – We are urged to keep our hearts with all diligence. We need to be careful as to what we allow our hearts to be exposed to because from it spring the issues of life.

B. PROV. 8:17 – If we desire for God to love us then we must seek him diligently and we will be able to find him.

C. PROV. 12:27 – If we are a diligent person we need to recognize it as a valuable asset in our lives. The wise man says it is a prized possession. 

D. 2 PET. 1:5 – Diligence is something we must add to our faith if it is to grow and we are to come to maturity in Christ. 

E. ROM. 12:11 – If we are lacking in diligence then we will not be fervent in our service to the Lord. 

F. 2 COR. 8:7 – Paul instructs the Christians at Corinth to abound in all diligence. If we abound in diligence then we will abound in the grace of our Lord.

G. HEB. 6:11 – Diligence is needed so we can maintain our assurance of hope until the end.

II. BENEFITS OF DILIGENCE – 

A. PROV. 10:4 – The diligent man is more likely to prosper.

B. PROV. 12:24 – The diligent man will be recognized and rewarded.

C. PROV. 13:4 – These same truths also apply in the spiritual realm of our lives.

D. PROV. 21:5 – Well thought out careful plans bring about bountiful blessings.
E. PROV. 27:23 – Being diligent gives us knowledge- the diligent shepherd knows the state of his flocks. I.E. – Elders who are diligent do they know the state of their flocks? YES!!!

F. LUKE 15:8-10 – The woman who lost her coin searched carefully and diligently and the end result was that she found it and was able to rejoice. So when we display diligence in working and teaching someone who is lost and they are saved we can also rejoice.

G. ACTS 18:25 – As a result of being diligent Apollos taught accurately the things of the Lord. 

III. WHY DO WE NEED DILIGENCE?
A. 2 TIM. 2:15 – We need diligence to be able to stand approved before God.

B. 2 PET. 1:10 – We need to be diligent to make our calling and election sure.

C. 2 PET. 3:14 – We need to be diligent to be found by him in peace.
D. HEB. 4:11 – We need to be diligent to enter into that rest.

E. JUDE 3 – We need to be diligent to earnestly contend for the faith. Jude was diligent to write to us of the common salvation and to urge us to contend for the faith.
F. 1 TIM. 4:12-15 – We need to be diligent so we can follow Paul’s instructions to Timothy and our faith can grow also. If our faith does not grow then the church is in danger.

G. HEB. 11:6 - Without diligence we will not receive the eternal reward. I.E. – Church at Laodicea – REV. 3:14-17  - Their problem was a lack of diligence.
CONCLUSION – 

Diligence is required by God.

Are we diligent in our service to God?

Are we approved by God? 

