EXHORTATIONS – 22 - ENDURANCE
HEBREWS 10:36 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – We are currently studying a series of lessons on exhortations. We are urged by God thru his word to maintain endurance so we can receive the promise. How do we define this term – Vine’s defines this word as to abide under, to bear up courageously under suffering, to tarry, to wait for, to bear or carry, to be steadfast and patient

READ TEXT – Today in our lesson we will examine the exhortations from God’s word concerning the need for endurance in our lives.

EXHORTATIONS – ENDURANCE:

I. PROBLEMS WITH ENDURANCE – When we suffer it can pose problems to our faith.

A. EX. 18:14-23 – We can see in the example of Moses that we too could have a problem with endurance.
B. GAL. 6:9 – Paul warns the Christians in the churches of Galatia to not grow weary in well doing which means it was a real danger to their faith. Paul reminds them they will reap if thee do not lose heart. So we can see endurance is a must for the child of God.

C. MARK 4:17 – In the parable of the sower Jesus explains many will receive the word with gladness but when tribulation comes they will only endure for a little while.

D. 2 TIM. 4:5 – This can also present a problem to those who preach the word because Paul warns Timothy to endure affliction and do the work of an evangelist. Many drop out of the ranks of those who preach the word daily. Why? They think they can no longer endure!

E. ACTS 11:23 – Why did the church at Jerusalem send out Barnabas? So he could encourage disciples to continue with the Lord – to encourage endurance!
F. ACTS 14:21-22 – Why did Paul return to Lystra, Iconium, and Antioch? To strengthen the disciples by exhorting them to continue in the faith so they could endure!!!
II. TO ENDURE WE MUST STAND – This takes courage and boldness.

A. 1 COR. 15:1-2 – If we do not stand fast in the faith we cannot be saved. Paul encourages the Christians at Corinth to hold fast to the word so they could be saved.

B. 1 COR. 15:58 – He also told them to remain steadfast – unmovable in the Lord.

C. 1 COR. 16:13 – Paul again gives the Christians at Corinth the exhortation to stand.

D. JN. 8:31-32 – As disciples of Christ we are able to stand because we abide in his words. We will always be able to endure if we abide in the words of Christ.

E. 2 PET. 1:5-6 – How do we endure? To stand we must add to faith perseverance which is the ability to endure.

F. EPH. 6:13 – Paul explains to the brethren at Ephesus that we are in a spiritual battle. How do we win this battle? We must put on the whole armor of God so we can stand up to the wiles of the devil.
G. PHIL. 1:27 – Paul again encourages Christians this time at Philippi to stand fast

III. EXAMPLES OF ENDURANCE – We can make it!

A. 1 COR. 4:10-13 – Paul endured many persecutions. Why?

1. 1 COR. 9:12 – To not hinder the gospel

2. 2 TIM. 2:10, 12 – For the sake of the elect and to reign with Christ.
B. 2 THESS. 1:4 – Look at the positive example set by the Christians at Thessalonica.

C. ROM. 5:3-4 – Paul lets the brethren at Rome know that tribulation produces perseverance which is the ability to endure and persist.

D. JAMES 5:10-11 – Job is an example of one who endured and persevered.

E. MATT. 10:22 – Jesus encourages us by saying he who endures to the end will be saved.

F. HEB. 12:1-3 – The inspired writer of Hebrews wants his readers to know they can make it – We can finish if we just endure and look to Jesus when we are getting discouraged. He wants us to run the race with endurance!
CONCLUSION -  


As Christians can we face problems with endurance? YES

Do we have examples of those who overcame these same problems? YES

To endure we must stand!

Are you standing fast in the faith?

