HOLY SPIRIT – WHEN THAT WHICH IS PERFECT IS COME

1 CORINTHIANS 13:1-13 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – The word of God was being given and verified to be true by miracles - 1 COR. 13:8 – Clearly states that spiritual gifts would cease.1 COR. 13:10 – Tells us when that which is perfect is come (gospel) it will take place of the partial (spiritual gifts).  

In 1 COR. 12:31 – Paul introduced the expression “the more excellent way.”  In chapter 13 he defines the more excellent way is of God and from God it is dealing with our fellow man in love.  This love would endure but spiritual gifts would cease, vanish, be done away with.  Love was exalted to be greater than faith and hope.  Paul makes a spiritual contrast between spiritual gifts and the gospel of Jesus Christ.
SPIRITUAL CONTRAST:
1. SPIRITUAL GIFTS - Truth is being revealed in bits and pieces until the gospel is complete.

A. 1 COR. 13:8-9

2. GOSPEL OF CHRIST – All the truth completely revealed and recorded and verified by miracles.
A. JN. 16:13 – The apostles were promised by Christ to be guided into all the truth.  The completed gospel is all the truth.

B. JN. 20:30-31 – States that the miracles performed by Jesus and later by the apostles and those upon whom they laid hands was for confirmation that Christ was the Son of God and to confirm the word of his witnesses.

3. SPIRITUAL GIFTS – Were temporary in use they would cease and vanish away.
A. 1 COR. 13:8 – These spiritual gifts would vanish away.

4. GOSPEL OF CHRIST  - The perfect and complete will of God abides forever

A. 1 PET. 1:22-25 – The perfect and complete will of Christ will abide forever thru the gospel.
5. SPIRITUAL GIFTS – Partial knowledge through gifts such as prophesy and speaking in other languages.

A. 1 COR. 13:9-10 – For we know in part and prophesy in part.
6. GOSPEL OF CHRIST – Thru the gospel we access to complete knowledge. Spiritual gifts knew only in part but when that which is perfect is come then that which is in part will be done away
A. 2 TIM. 2:15 – By study of the word we can have complete knowledge

B. JAMES 1:21-25 – The word of God is defined as the perfect law of liberty.
C. ROM. 8:1-2 – The law of Christ is perfect 

D. 2 TIM. 3:14-17 – The man of God may be perfected if he follows the perfect law of liberty
E.  EPH. 4:13 - Paul by the Spirit says that the “unity of faith” brings us to the point of perfect and complete knowledge of Christ.
F. JAMES 1:17-18 – Every good and perfect gift comes from above.  One of these gifts is the word of truth The apostle says we are begotten by the word of truth.

7. SPIRITUAL GIFTS – Are like childhood and immaturity

A. 1 COR. 13:11 – Understanding as a child thinking as a child speaking as a child.

8. GOSPEL OF CHRIST – Is advancing from a child to a man from immaturity to maturity.

A. 2 PET. 1:3-4 – God has given us all things that pertain to life and godliness that we might be partakers of his divine nature
B. COL. 1:23-29 – Paul said his purpose in preaching and teaching the gospel of Christ was to present every man perfect or mature in the Lord Jesus.
C. COL. 4:12-13 – Epaphras was desirous of seeing these brethren grow to maturity and completeness in Christ.

D. 1 JN. 2:1-6 – John gives us the secret of growing unto perfection in Christ by striving diligently to observe his commands.

CONCLUSION – 
God’s way is perfect – 2 SAM. 22:31-34 – His word is perfect!!!

JN. 14:6 – Jesus said “I am the way” God’s perfect way.

We are made perfect by the blood of Christ - HEB. 13:20-21
