WHY WERE THE APOSTLES BAPTIZED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT?
ACTS 1:4-8 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – No study of the Holy Spirit would be complete without asking the question, “why were the apostles baptized with the Holy Spirit”? We will soon come to understand from our text and our study of the baptism of the apostles with the Holy Spirit was in the divine plan of God – the mind of God as he revealed his scheme for redeeming mankind. ACTS 1:4-8 - And being assembled together with them, He commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise of the Father, "which," He said, "you have heard from Me; 5 for John truly baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now." 6 Therefore, when they had come together, they asked Him, saying, "Lord, will You at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?" 7 And He said to them, "It is not for you to know times or seasons which the Father has put in His own authority. 8 But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth." 

The only other instance of any being baptized with the Holy Spirit was with Cornelius and his household so the Jews would understand that the Gentiles had also been granted repentance to life or salvation in Christ - ACTS 11:12-18 - Then the Spirit told me to go with them, doubting nothing. Moreover these six brethren accompanied me, and we entered the man's house. 13 And he told us how he had seen an angel standing in his house, who said to him, 'Send men to Joppa, and call for Simon whose surname is Peter, 14 who will tell you words by which you and all your household will be saved.' 15 "And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them, as upon us at the beginning. 16 Then I remembered the word of the Lord, how He said, 'John indeed baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit.' 17 "If therefore God gave them the same gift as He gave us when we believed on the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could withstand God?" 18 When they heard these things they became silent; and they glorified God, saying, "Then God has also granted to the Gentiles repentance to life." 
REASONS GIVEN TO US BY GOD: 

1. REMEMBRANCE – 

A. JN. 14:26 – Only by being baptized could the apostles have perfect remembrance of the words of Christ.

2. GUIDANCE – 

A. JN. 16:13-15 – Jesus said the Holy Spirit would guide the apostles into all the truth.  

B. JN. 8:31-32 - We might ask the question, “why was it necessary to reveal the truth to the apostles so they could in turn speak and reveal the truth to mankind”?  John gives us the answer.  The truth had to be revealed to mankind because only the truth can set us free from sin.
C. ACTS 4:10-12 – The truth is salvation is only in Christ.

3. REVELATION – 

A. EPH. 3:3-6 – That which had been a mystery had been revealed to the inspired apostle Paul.  Salvation was available to all men thru Christ.

B. 1 COR. 2:9-13 – The Holy Spirit revealed the mind of God to man using spiritual words to make his message known to us.
C. GAL. 1:11-12 – Revelation is the process by which Christ taught his apostles to know and obey God’s will.

4. CONFIRMATION – 

A. HEB. 2:3-4 – In order to accomplish this great salvation made available by the grace of God two things were necessary in the eyes of God – 1.) Preaching and teaching the truth and 2.) Confirming the word that was taught by miracles, signs, and wonders so the message of the apostles could be confirmed as coming from God.

B. 1 COR. 2:4-5 – Paul’s preaching was in demonstration of the power of the Holy Spirit and God.

C. ACTS 8:12-13, 14-18 – Others were able to confirm the word also.  How did they get the ability to do this?  By the apostles laying their hands on them and imparting them spiritual gifts  that Paul speaks of in his epistle to the Corinthians – 1 COR. 12:9-11.

5. UTTERANCE – 

A. ACTS 2:4 – The apostles began to speak as the Spirit gave them utterance.
B. MATT. 10:16-22 – Jesus said they would have divine help when they stood before the authorities of their day to give a defense.

C. ACTS 4:13-20 – An example of when they needed divine help.

6. TESTIMONY – 

A. JN. 15:26-27 – The Holy Spirit would testify about Christ.  The apostles were given testimony by the Spirit of the things Jesus wanted then to testify about.

B. 1 COR. 2:1-2 – Paul made sure he only declared the testimony of God so his wisdom would be made known.
7. COMFORT – 

A. JN. 14:16-18 – Jesus promised he would send the “Comforter” unto his apostles as he was about to ascend to his Father.

B. ACTS 9:31- This is divine proof of this divine comfort from God.

C. 2 COR. 1:3-4 – We are comforted even today from tribulation by the Holy Spirit and we can also find comfort in the love of God.

8. INSPIRATION – 

A. 2 TIM. 3:16-17 – All of God’s sacred writings are inspired of God (God breathed), but how did we get these spiritual truths from God..
B. 2 PET. 1:20-21 – Holy men of God spoke (wrote) as they were guided by the Holy Spirit. There is no error in transmission from the Holy Spirit to the apostles.

C. REV. 14:13; 10:4 – Shows the extent to which the Holy Spirit controlled what was written and what was not.

9. PROTECTION – 

A. MARK 16:14-20 – Jesus said he would give them divine protection from their enemies until they had accomplished their purpose.  They definitely had need of divine protection.

B. ACTS 28:1-6 – Paul withstood the bite of a venomous serpent. 

C. ACTS 12:1-11 - Peter was delivered from prison after the death of James at the hands of Herod.
10.  WITNESS – 

A. ACTS 1:4-8 – The apostles gave witness to the fact that Jesus Christ is the Messiah.  They walked, talked and lived with him for three years.
B. ACTS 2:29-33 – They were eye witnesses of the resurrection.

C. ACTS 1:9-11 – Eye witnesses of Jesus ascension from earth to heaven.  Vs. 2 – context – apostles.

11.  KEYS – 

A. MATT. 16:18-19 – Jesus gave his apostles power from on high to unlock the keys to the kingdom. Binding and loosing power were given to the apostles.
B. PSA. 119:89 – Apostles had power to bind and loose only what had been bound and loosed by God.

12. GREATER WORKS – 

A. JN. 14:10-12 – Apostles were not going to literally do greater works than Christ but in the sense that the kingdom was opened by their preaching the gospel they had engaged in greater works because it was in the plan of God from the beginning that he would use these men to carry his message of hope to a lost and dying world.
B. COL. 1:23 – The apostles fulfilled their work given to them by Jesus with the aid of the Holy Spirit.  The NT is full of examples of the works and energy expended by the apostles in establishing the church and being diligent to see that it grew thru evangelism and edification.
CONCLUSION – Now that our study is complete hopefully we can indeed see the wisdom in the reasoning of God and more fully understand why the apostles were baptized with the Holy Spirit.
