EXHORTATIONS – 18 - DARKNESS
1 JOHN 1:5 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – We are currently studying a series of lessons on exhortations. Today in our lesson we will examine the exhortations from God’s word concerning darkness.

Remember our definition of the word exhort - we defined this word - as to call to one’s side, to entreat, to beseech, to urge, to propel, to urge forward, to urge one to pursue some course of conduct, to advise, to warn, and to encourage. 

READ TEXT –  1 JN. 1:5
The purpose of this lesson is to come to a greater understanding of what the Bible says about the subject of darkness and how it affects on our lives. So let’s open our bibles and begin the study of these exhortations given to us by God.

EXHORTATIONS – DARKNESS

I. DESCRIPTION OF DARKNESS – Darkness is always associated with sin, evil, and wickedness.

A. EX. 10:21-22 – Darkness sent out by God in the form of a plague was a judgment of God against Egypt. Why?  Their treatment of the children of Israel!

B. JOSH. 24:5-7 – Darkness separates!  Darkness separated good from evil, that which was holy from that which is unholy; it also separated the righteous from the unrighteous. The Egyptians were in darkness and the children of Israel were in the light.

C. PSA. 107:10-11 – Darkness is the end result when man chooses to rebel against God.

D. PROV. 2:12-14 – The wise man describes darkness as the way of evil, perverse things, and devious or crooked paths.  We make the choice to take this path in our lives.  It is not the choice God recommends. 
E. ISA. 5:20 – Misery is awaiting those who call evil good I.E.- Abortion. It is also awaiting those who put darkness for light and light for darkness – I.E. - We are just living with each other not committing fornication or adultery.

F. JN. 1:5 – Darkness does not seek to comprehend light it just strives to avoid it.

II. WALKING IN DARKNESS – 

A. PSA. 82:5 – When we walk in darkness we are walking without understanding. We are walking in ignorance.

B. PSA. 18:28 – We need to be enlightened about darkness and the danger that lurks in the shadows.

C. PSA. 107:14 – We can choose to be brought out of darkness by God and with his help.

D. ISA. 50:10 – Men walk in darkness because they do not fear (have the proper reverence and respect) for the Lord.

E. JN. 3:19 – Men walk in darkness because they love the darkness more than the light.

F. 2 PET. 2:4 – The end result of sin is to be cast down to hell and the everlasting chains of darkness.

III. THE CHRISTIAN AND DARKNESS – 

A. COL. 1:13 – As a Christian I have been delivered from the power of darkness.

B. EPH. 5:11 – Since I have been delivered from darkness then I certainly do not need to have fellowship with the works of darkness.
C. 2 COR. 6:14 – Paul warns the Christians at Corinth to not be yoked with unbelievers because what communion does light have with darkness – obviously none.

D. 1 THESS. 5:1-6 – Since as Christians we are not in darkness we should be watching and use sound judgment so we are prepared.

E. 1 PET. 2:9 – As Christians we are called out of darkness, so why would we ever  want to go back into darkness again?

F. 1 COR. 6:9-11 – The unrighteous – those in darkness will not inherit the kingdom of God.
G. 1 JN. 1:6 – As Christians we lay claim to being in fellowship with God. If we enjoy fellowship with God it is not the result of us walking in darkness.

H. 1 JN. 2:9-11 – In order to avoid being and walking in darkness we must consistently show our love for God and one another.
CONCLUSION – 

God is light and in him is no darkness at all.

Darkness is always associated with sin, evil and wickedness.

Are we walking in darkness?

You can be delivered from the power of darkness today!

