EXHORTATIONS – 25

1 JN. 2:15-17

INTRODUCTION – We are currently studying a series of lessons on exhortations. We are urged by God thru his word to not fall in love with this world. We will engage in a study today about worldliness

How do we define this term – Vine’s Definition – World– The word as used in the scriptures means – the earth or its inhabitants – I.E. JN. 3:16 – For God so loved the world We are not using the word in that sense in our study today but are using the definition about the condition of human affairs in opposition to God from a moral standpoint.

READ TEXT – In our text we see John the apostle of love instructing us to not fall in love with the world or things the temporal possessions of the world
Today in our lesson we will examine the exhortations from God’s word concerning the world and worldliness.

EXHORTATIONS – WORLD

I. WARNINGS – God warns us of the dangers of world and worldliness.

A. ISA. 13:11 – The world is evil, full of iniquity, sin, pride and arrogance. I.E. – Violence

B. MARK 4:18-19 – Jesus warns us as he teaches this parable that the cares of this world will choke out the word.

C. MARK 8:36 – The world has nothing to offer of eternal value, yet so many spend all their life striving to gain more of that which the world has to offer.

D. JN. 15:18-19 – Jesus gives warning to his disciples.

E. JAMES 4:4 – When we become friends with the world we become the enemies of God.  If we are friends with the world then we take on the standards of the world – homosexuality, adultery, fornication, immodesty, language, defend drugs – just recreational use, defend drinking – social drinking and we provide no distinction in our lives from the rest of the world.
II. SPIRITUAL TRUTHS – Song # 230 – This World Is Not My Home
A. JN. 18:33-37 – The kingdom of God is not worldly, earthly, or physical. You cannot tell this by looking at the religious world today. It is not about gymnasiums, fellowship halls, and family life centers those things are physical and Jesus did not have to die to bring them into existence
B. 1 COR. 1:21-25 – The world in all its wisdom rejects God – his Son – his word. Why? Because it is looking for instant gratification. I want it and I want it now.

C. 1 TIM. 6:6-8 – Paul instructs Timothy that one of the greatest dangers of the world is to never become content. This is a lesson we need to properly understand today.

D. 1 JN. 5:4 – Since we are faced with these challenges does it mean we cannot possibly overcome them? NO, if we are born of God we will overcome the world.
E. 1 JN. 5:19 – The whole world in under the influence of the wicked one, but we can overcome. How?

F. TITUS 2:11-12 – The grace of God (his favor) is available for us so we can deny ungodliness and worldly lusts.

III. HOW DOES A CHRISTIAN LIVE IN THIS WORLD? Hopefully in a way that makes us distinctively different from everyone else.
A. PHIL. 2:14-16 – We are exhorted to hold fast the word of life and they shine as lights in the world. Paul thought it was important to remind these brethren they needed to live a blameless life.

B. JN. 16:33 – Since as Christians we live in this world we will not be exempt from problems but we will react to these problems differently than the world does. I.E. – Blame God, why me?
C. JN. 17:14-18 – Jesus prayed for his apostles that thou they lived in the world that they would not be of the world. Jesus wants the same thing for his children today.
D. ROM. 12:1-2 – Paul exhorts the brethren at Rome to not be conformed to the world but to be transformed (changed)

E. GAL. 6:14 – In order for this change to take place we must crucify the world.

F. EPH. 2:1-2 – Since we are alive in Christ we are urged to no longer walk according to the course of this world.
G. COL. 3:1-2 - Paul encouraged the brethren at Colossae since they were raised with Christ to set their mind on things spiritual and eternal not on the things of this earth.

CONCLUSION –  
Do we love the world? Consequences – we cannot love God.

God gives us fair warning about the dangers of loving the world.

Heed the warnings!

Do you live as a Christian should in this present world!

