HOLY SPIRIT - THE SWORD OF THE SPIRIT

EPHESIANS 6:10-18 –TEXT
INTRODUCTION – During biblical times most of the ancient armies of the world favored a long sword with a single edge. The Romans developed a short sword known as the Machira, which with its associated techniques, enabled them to conquer the world.  It was only 24 inches long but it was sharpened on both edges giving it the ability to cut the enemy as it moved in any direction.  The secret of effectiveness was training and practice. Its uniqueness was a liability unless it was used with proper techniques which required extensive practice.  This weapon was used by the Roman soldier in hand to hand combat. Is there a lesson here for us?
The answer is a resounding YES!!! The sword of the Spirit is the fighting weapon God has given to us to equip us for our spiritual battle with Satan.  This sword of the Spirit, the word of God, is an agency of the Holy Spirit not the Holy Spirit itself.  Just as the Roman soldier had to become proficient in the use of the machira because it was a matter of life and death we must also be able to handle the sword of the Spirit the word of God effectively and efficiently as it is our only offensive weapon in our arsenal against Satan.

Questions to consider – 
1.) Why do we need the sword of the Spirit, the word of God? Our answer is found in 1 PET. 5:8 – Because we have an adversary, one who opposes us and seeks to destroy us – Devil.
2.) Do we know how to handle this sword of the Spirit, the word of God? 2 TIM. 2:15 – We need to learn just as the Roman soldier learned thru constant practice how to use this awesome sword.  Why? 1 PET. 3:15. We must be able to handle it properly because if we do not we can kill our self or others. 1 TIM. 4:16
THE SWORD OF THE SPIRIT:
1. POWERFUL – The word of God the sword of the Spirit is a most powerful weapon.
A. JN. 1:1-2 – When you have the sword of the Spirit, you have the word of God and when you have the word of God it is as if you have Christ fighting with you and for you.   What awesome power we have on our side as we engage in this spiritual warfare with Satan.
B. HEB. 11:3 – The worlds were framed by the word of God – the sword of the Spirit.  The most powerful weapon ever brought into existence is not some bomb made by man but the word of God.

C. HEB. 1:3 – The word of God is so powerful it upholds all things.

D. HEB. 4:12 – The sword of the Spirit the word of God is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.

2. COMPOSITION – The machira sword was composed of the finest alloys of metals brass and iron. It was tempered with fire so it could maintain a fine cutting edge one that was able to penetrate and sever.  The swords of men are manufactured but the sword of the Spirit is provided by God.                         Alloys of the Spirit:
A. EPH. 1:13-14 - Truth
B. PHIL. 2:12-16 – Word of Life

C. ACTS 2:22-24 – Word of Salvation

D. HEB. 5:12-14 – Words of Righteousness

E. JN. 12:48-49 – Words of Judgment

F. ACTS 20:32 – Word of Grace - In his address to the elders from Ephesus Paul warned of dangers to come and problems that would confront them. He commended them to the word of grace. All these things are what you hold in your hand when you have the word of God the sword of the Spirit.
3. PURPOSE – The machira was made for the purpose of penetrating and severing and the same is true with the sword of the Spirit.

A. MATT. 10:34-39 – It is a sword of separation.  Jesus made it clear that his great message of truth will cause division in families because those under the influence of Satan will resent the Christian’s love for God.   Those who follow truth will follow Christ, but those who are interested in pleasing self and indulging in sin will be at odds with their family members.  The Roman sword would first penetrate then it would cut and sever.
B. ACTS 7:51-60 – Stephen used this sword against the rebellious and stubborn Jews who had their part in crucifying Christ.  The sword of the Spirit made an incision it cut them to the heart but their reaction was one of rejection and they rose up an stoned Stephen.

C. ACTS 13:42-52 – The Jews heard the gospel (the word of God) but chose to remain in their lost condition because they decided to reject the inspired message of the Holy Spirit presented to them by Paul.  The decision of the Gentiles was different many of them heard the word of truth and obeyed the gospel call of Christ. They were saved by God’s divine grace thru obedience to the truth.

D. 1 PET. 1:22 – When this word of God the sword of the Spirit contacts our lives thru teaching and preaching of the word and we make the proper decision then we are purified from our sins.  Once an incision has been made a decision must then be made.

E. ISA. 55:11- God’s word would not return to him void it will accomplish its purpose.  

4. EFFECTIVENESS – Some say the word of God is outdated and ineffective. Is this true? No, it is just as effective today but we must use it properly which requires time and effort on our part. How do we know this sword of the Spirit, the word of God, is effective in warfare against Satan?  Because it is battle tested!!!

A. PSA. 119:105-112 – David used it effectively

B. MATT. 4:1-10 – Christ used it effectively.  Satan used every weapon in his arsenal to tempt Jesus to sin against God. He used the lust of the flesh – (hungry- food): lust of the eyes (kingdoms of the world): and the pride of life (jump from the pinnacle) but Jesus did not yield. How did Jesus fend of Satan’s attacks?  It is written 3 times from 5th book of law Deuteronomy. 

C. JAMES 4:7-10 – We can stand and resist the devil we just cannot do it on our by our self we need to sword of the Spirit to arm us for the fight.

D. EPH. 6:18 – The sword of the Spirit is used in conjunction with the whole armor (panoply) of God.  This is to be done prayerfully so we can make sure we use the sword with the correct and proper attitude as we enter into the arena of combat.  It is a common practice of soldiers to pray before they enter combat.
E. ACTS 2:32-38 – When used effectively it can cause men to see their need for Christ in their lives.

CONCLUSION – 

Are we armed against Satan?

Our soul and the souls of others are at stake!!!

If we use the sword of the Spirit correctly we can penetrate the hearts of men!!!
If used carefully it can sever the old man of sin and we can be a new creature in Christ.
How proficient are we in using the sword of the Spirit?

