WHAT IS OUR SPIRITUAL TEMPERATURE?

REVELATION 3:13-16 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – Why do you take your temperature? - To see if your temperature is normal – 98.6 degrees.  In the physical sense we do not want to have a high temperature, but in the spiritual sense God tells us implicitly that we need to be on fire- REV. 3:13-16 – In temporal matters we can be pro or con or just remain neutral, but that is not the case with God – We are either for Him or against Him there is no middle ground even though there were those Christians in Laodicea who were trying to find it – MATT. 12:30 - He that is not with me is against me; and he that gathereth not with me scattereth abroad.

We might well ask as we head into this new year – What is the spiritual temperature of this church going to be in 2002 ?

1. We can be cold, indifferent, insensitive to the spiritual needs of our members and to the needs of those in this community

2. We can be lukewarm – going thru the motions of worshipping God, making pretense that we love God, but not willing to take a stand for truth!

3. We can be hot – God wants us to be red-hot with fever in service to Him.

WHAT CAN I DO TO MAKE THE SPIRITUAL TEMPERATURE OF THIS CHURCH RED HOT?

1. I CAN ATTEND ALL SERVICES FAITHFULLY – 

a. Look at the example and attitude of the first century Christians – ACTS 2:46 – “And they continued daily with one accord in the temple”
b. Assembling together allows us to provoke one another to love and good works – HEB. 10:23-26 - Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that promised;) And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works: Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching. For if we sin wilfully after that we have received the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins
c. Why should I attend?  

i. Because I need the spiritual food that is offered – MATT. 4:4 - But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.
ii. MATT. 5:6 - Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled.
iii. Great value in God’s word – PSA. 119
1. vs 11 – It is my weapon against temptation

2. vs 14 – It gives us reason to rejoice

3. vs 16 – It helps us to remember God’s word

4. vs 24 – It gives us advice

5. vs 72 – It is better than earthly riches

6. vs 97-105 – It gives me understanding

7. vs 128 – It teaches me right from wrong

8. vs 130 – It gives light

9. vs 165 – It grants peace

2. I CAN GIVE LIBERALLY – 

a. We have instructions in God’s word as to when and how we are to give – 1 COR. 16:1-2 -  Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I have given order to the churches of Galatia, even so do ye. Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him, that there be no gatherings when I come.
b. We see the type of attitude we should display in giving – 2 COR. 9:6-7 -But this I say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully. Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver.
c. It is only through liberal giving that the gospel will be spread – How is my giving cold, lukewarm or hot? I.E. – churches of Macedonia – 2 COR. 8:1-5 – They were able to give as they did because they had given themselves unto the Lord. 

3. I CAN PRAY – 

a. We know we should pray – 1 THESS. 5:17 – “Pray without ceasing.”
b. We acknowledge that prayer can avail much – JAMES 5:16 -  Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.
c. Example of early Christians – ACTS 2:42 -  And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.
d. Challenge you as you begin this new year to make a prayer list – Get a church directory – Elderly – Sick – Out of town – Family problems – young in the faith – church in general, that we might stand for the truth and then pray about those things daily

i. You will be strengthened

ii. You will see that God answers prayer

4. I CAN STUDY – 

a. When you came to class this morning were you prepared had you studied the material your class was going to cover today – I am not just talking to the children, but to the adults also – 2 TIM. 2:15 - Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. – When you came to class this morning did God approve of your preparation?

b. Example of David – PSA. 119:33-40 – Do I want to be cold – lukewarm – hot?

c. Why study?  EPH. 5:17 - Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is. So we can understand how God would have us to live – worship – conduct the work of the church – Authority

d. “I thought” – 2 KINGS 5:9-11 – Naaman thought Elisha would perform some great sign 

i. Received a letter recently from a church in this area soliciting funds from the church here in Mary Esther to support their “Christian school”

ii. They sent a reply and stated “that then makes discussions of New Testament patterns, equality, and responsibilities “disputable “ matters (ROM. 14) – How do you get to this point? You have not studied properly about authority!

iii. We have brethren today, who are non institutional and conservative toward the issues regarding the work of the church and yet they are falling into the same trap - 


1. MDR – ROM. 14 – MATT 19:9 - And I say unto you, Whosoever shall put away his wife, except it be for fornication, and shall marry another, committeth adultery: and whoso marrieth her which is put away doth commit adultery.
2. Lord’s supper – How many times?

3. What constitutes a false teacher?

4. They want to dump all these issues under ROM. 14 – and that is not what Rom 14 addresses – it addresses those things that if we do them or if we do not do them we are not condemned – eating meat and regarding days- ROM. 14:2 – “For one believeth that he may eat all things: another, who is weak, eateth herbs.” 

5. God did not care whether they ate meat or herbs as long as they considered one another, but God does care about

a. MDR – It can cause us to lose our soul

b. Lord’s supper – ACTS 20:7 – First day of the week

c. Being able to identify a false teacher – not just restrictive to his character, but to his teaching also

d. We must exercise care – STUDY -  Look at history – fight was originally over church support of colleges – Then moved to orphans home issue – after it was accepted then the colleges were added.  If we add one subject to ROM. 14 – that does not belong there we have opened the flood gates once again and anything can be added and the reasoning is that since we differ over this matter it must be thrown in the ROM. 14 category – We must understand we can differ with each other but we cannot afford to differ with God –                            2 PET. 1:3-5 - According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue: Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge;
CONCLUSION – Are you studying to obtain the knowledge you need?  If not there is no way you can become the influence for good and the example you should be?  Remember we studied about the power of an example last week.  Quit being cold and lukewarm today –“Let your light so shine” – MATT. 5:16 - REPENT – Be on fire for the Lord – Be a worker for the Lord – Stand fast for the truth – 1 COR. 15:58 - Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.

As you examine your life you may see you are not involved at all in service to the Lord.  If  you realize you are not a Christian and yet you desire to become one you can do so today.

ROMANS 10:13-14 - For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher?
JOHN 1:11-12 - He came unto his own, and his own received him not. But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name: 

2 PETER 3:9 - The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.

ROMANS 10:9-10 - That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.
ACTS 2:36-38 - Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ. Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do? hen Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.
