EXHORTATIONS – 27
PROVERBS 3:5
INTRODUCTION – We are currently studying a series of lessons on exhortations. Remember our definition of the word exhort - we defined this word - as to call to one’s side, to entreat, to beseech, to urge, to propel, to urge forward, to urge one to pursue some course of conduct, to advise, to warn, and to encourage. Today in our lesson we will examine the exhortations from God’s word concerning trust.

We are urged by God thru his word to place our explicit trust in him. 

How do we define this term – Vine’s Definition – Trust– The word as used in the scriptures means – to place our reliance, confidence or faith to be firm, certainty, to endure, to stand fast.
READ TEXT – In our text we see the exhortations of the wise man Solomon to place our in the Lord. We use the trust today in a much more casual sense. I.E. – business deal - We say we trust someone and then when they walk away we say we sure hope they keep their end of the bargain.  This is not how the word is used in the bible.
The purpose of our lesson today is to examine the exhortations from God’s word concerning trust.

EXHORTATIONS – TRUST
I. WHERE DO WE NEED TO PLACE OUR TRUST? The bible is very clear about this matter!

A. 2 SAM. 22:3 – We need to place our trust in God as our shield, our salvation, our stronghold, our refuge. 

B. JOB 13:15 – Many are willing to trust God as long as things are going well but when problems arise where do we place our trust? Even in the midst of great trials Job did not lose his trust in God.
C. PSA. 4:5 – How do we exhibit in our life that we truly trust the Lord? By offering sacrifices of righteousness – what does God want from us today? ROM. 12:1-2 – To offer our bodies as a living sacrifice in our service to God.

D. PSA. 7:1 – In the only one who can save us and deliver us from sin and death.

E. PSA. 31:14 – In the one true and living God who is the creator, the giver and sustainer of life.

F. PSA. 119:42 – I cannot claim to place my trust in God and not trust in his holy word. If I say I trust God then I must trust his word!

G. 1 TIM. 4:10 – Our trust needs to be placed in the living God – Jesus Christ  - the Savior. 
II. WHY DO WE NEED TO TRUST GOD? Many reasons given to us on the word.
A. 1 CHRON. 5:20 – So God will heed our prayers. 

B. PSA. 17:7 – So we can be saved by his loving kindness.

C. PSA. 18:2, 30 – So we can gain spiritual strength and be covered under the umbrella of his shield. I.E. – Purpose of a shield – protection.

D. PSA. 25:2 – So our enemies will not triumph over us. What are our enemies? Sin and death and they cannot claim victory over us if we trust in the Lord.

E. PSA. 31:19 – So we can receive the goodness which God has prepared for those who trust him.
F. PSA. 37:3-5 – So we will seek to do good and be willing to commit our ways to him.

G. PSA. 40:4 – So we can receive the blessings of God.

H. ZEPH. 3:12 – So we can remain meek and humble servants of God.

III. THINGS IN WHICH WE SHOULD NOT PLACE OUR TRUST – 

A. PSA. 44:6 – In our own physical power or might.

B. PSA. 49:6-7 – In our own wealth and riches for they cannot redeem one soul.

C. MARK 10:24 – If we place our trust in riches then we cannot enter the kingdom of God. 

D. 1 TIM. 6:17 – Note the exhortation of Paul to Timothy in regard to trusting uncertain riches.
E. PSA. 118:8-9 – Psalmist warns about placing our trust in men or princes. Why? It is misplaced it should be placed in God

F. ISA. 42:17 – In graven images or idols. You might say well I have never done that – anything you put in the place which God deserves in your life is an idol.– it could be any number of things and some of which could be good in and of themselves.

G. 2 COR. 1:9 – In ourselves.

CONCLUSION – 

Where is your trust? In yourself or others, riches, power or other gods
We cannot be saved without trusting God!
