EXHORTATIONS – 28
JOHN 18:37-38
INTRODUCTION – We are currently studying a series of lessons on exhortations. Remember our definition of the word exhort - we defined this word - as to call to one’s side, to entreat, to beseech, to urge, to propel, to urge forward, to urge one to pursue some course of conduct, to advise, to warn, and to encourage. Today in our lesson we will examine the exhortations from God’s word concerning truth.

We are urged by God thru his word to follow the truth. 

How do we define this term – Vine’s Definition – Truth– The word as used in the scriptures means – That which is unconcealed, ideal, genuine, sincere, certain, the reality lying at the basis of an appearance

READ TEXT – In our text we see a great question asked by Pilate. “What is truth?”
The purpose of our lesson today is to examine the exhortations from God’s word concerning truth.

EXHORTATIONS – TRUTH

I. TRUTH COMES FROM GOD – Where does truth come from?
A. PSA. 31:4 – Truth originates and comes from God the Father it is part of his character.
B. JN. 1:11-17 – Jesus Christ is the example of truth - JN. 14:6
C. JN. 14:16-17 – The Holy Spirit is the revealer of truth – JN. 16:13 – The Holy Spirit guided the apostles into all the truth.

D. JN. 18:37 – The very purpose of Jesus coming to earth was to bear witness to the truth – the gospel plan of salvation. What we need to do to become children of God.

E. EPH. 4:21 – The truth is in Jesus and he has made it known to us today!

II. IMPORTANCE OF TRUTH – Why do we need the truth?
A. JN. 17:17 – We need the truth because it is that which sanctifies us. Sets us apart to do the will of God.

B. TITUS 1:1 – If we acknowledge the truth it grants to us godliness.

C. 1 PET. 1:22 – Our souls are purified when we obey the truth.

D. JAMES 1:18 – We are brought forth or begotten by the word of truth and without the word of truth we could not be born again.

E. JN. 8:32- It is only thru the truth and obedience to it that we are set free as sinners.

F. JN. 3:21 – Because by doing the truth we can come to the light.
G. 1 TIM. 3:15 – Truth is important because it is the foundation of the church which is the pillar and ground of the truth. The proclaimer of truth in this world of sin and darkness.

III. CHILDREN OF GOD – Is the truth important to us?
A. 1 SAM. 12:24 – As Samuel addresses Israel he tells them to serve God in truth with all their heart. This is the very same thing God requires of us as his people today!

B. 2 KINGS 20:1-3 – God knows if truth is important to you and me because he is watching how we walk each day of our lives. I.E.- Hezekiah had walked according to truth with a loyal heart and his life was extended 15 years.
C. PROV. 3:3 – Is truth important to us? God knows by how closely we keep it to our heart.

D. 2 THESS. 2:10 – If truth is important to us we will always be willing to receive it and never reject it. We will be lovers of the truth!

E. 2 TIM. 2:15 - How do we know if we are lovers of the truth? We must be able to rightly divide the word of truth and speak the truth in love.
F. 2 PET. 1:12 – Not only must we know the truth we must be established in it – in other words be able to put into practice what we preach.

G. 1 JN. 3:18 – The apostle John describes it this way – we must love in truth.

H. 2 JN. 4 – We must walk in truth.

I. 3 JN. 4, 8 – Walk and work for the truth

CONCLUSION – 

Truth comes from God.

We need truth in our lives it is important.

Do we as children of God display in our lives how important truth is to us?
