GOD’S LEADERS – MEN OF FAITH AND INTEGRITY
1 KINGS 9:1-5
INTRODUCTION – The text gives us the spiritual definition of integrity.  It is one who is faithful and obedient to the words of God.  From the beginning of time God’s people have needed leaders.  When men of faith and integrity take the lead and God’s people willing follow great victories will be the results.  Note the example – JUDGES 5:1-2.
If those who are supposed to lead fail then the results are disastrous – ISA. 9:16.
Jesus taught if the blind lead the blind both will fall in the ditch – MATT. 15:14.
A leader requires character, stamina, and backbone.  Through out the bible God provides us with examples of the kind of leaders he wants to lead his people. The purpose of this lesson is to help us understand the qualities that makeup the character of a leader of whom God approves.

ABRAHAM – A GODLY LEADER: Why was Abraham a godly leader?

I. HE WALKED BY FAITH – Anyone who desires to be a leader among the people of God must first and foremost be a person who is willing to walk by faith.

A. GEN. 12:1-5 – What prompted Abraham to respond in a positive manner to the commands of God?  Look at what the Hebrew writer has to say.

B. HEB. 11:8-9 – The inspired writer of Hebrews describes this calling of Abraham as an act of faith.

C. ROM. 4:11-16 – As a result of Abraham’s faith he became the father of all those who walk by faith.

D. EPH. 5:1 – What makes all leaders (Abraham) great is that they are first willing to follow (imitate God) and so it was with Abraham.

E. 2 COR. 5:7 – God needs men who will walk by faith.
II. HE WAS A PEACEMAKER – Abraham sought to be a peacemaker among God’s people.

A. GEN. 13:6-9 – Abraham was not the one who caused the strife but he was the one willing to take steps to resolve the problem.  Abraham recognized a fundamental truth - we be brethren!!!  He knew they should not be enemies and even though he was older he did not force his right but allowed Lot to make the choice.

B. ROM. 12:14-21 – Paul is detailing to the brethren in Rome the very same principles that Abraham used in dealing with Lot.

C. MATT. 5:9 - Jesus taught “blessed are the peacemakers for they shall be called the sons of God. God’s people have always needed leaders willing to heal open wounds and divisions. It is hard and often thankless work but true leaders will: quickly recognize strife, understand the “we be brethren” and will not force their right or opinion, but will sacrifice themselves for peace.
III. HE FOUGHT FOR HIS BRETHREN – Abraham was a great leader because he was willing to fight for his brethren.

A. GEN. 14:14-16 – Abraham knew as all leaders know there is a time for peace and a time for war.  Abraham’s courage and willingness to act decisively enabled him to win the day and recover Lot and his family.

B. 1 TIM. 6:12 – God’s leaders must be willing to fight some mistakenly think that God’s leaders should always be peaceful and never become aggressive.
C. 2 TIM. 4:7 – We have the example of the apostle Paul at the end of his life and he describes it as having “fought a good fight.”

D. TITUS 1:9-11 – God’s leaders must know when to make peace and when to strap on the sword. Those who do not have the stomach for a fight do not have the right to be leaders of the people of God

IV. HE CONTROLLED HIS OWN FAMILY – Abraham was a leader because he commanded his own family.

A. GEN. 18:19 – God respected Abraham as a leader because he commanded his own family and his house.

B. TITUS 1:6; 1 TIM. 3:4-5 – Elders are expected by God to have control over their own house.  A leader must take charge and command with wisdom.

V. HE INTERCEDED FOR HIS BRETHREN – Abraham was willing to intercede for his brethren.

A. GEN. 18:23-33 – God was going to judge Sodom and Gomorrah but Abraham was still willing to pray and plead with God for those who were righteous.  Abraham could have remained silent. But instead he spoke out boldly.

B. 2 TIM. 4:16-18 – Leaders are desperately needed today who will stand by those preaching the truth and not faint at the first sign of trouble.

C. JAMES 5:16 - Members need men who will pray and plead for them (pray fro all men).  Those in sin need righteous men to pray for them.

VI. HE PUT GOD BEFORE HIS FAMILY – Without a doubt the greatest test of Abraham’s faith and ability to lead came when God commanded him to sacrifice his son – Isaac.
A. GEN. 22:1-3 – Abraham did not just follow God when it was easy but when it became a true sacrifice to do so.  Abraham did not allow the most precious possession a man can have a son to deter him from serving God.  God’s leaders must put God first even before their own families. Abraham did not allow his son – Isaac to become a snare or stumbling block to his faith. 
B. MATT. 10:37 – Jesus taught we cannot serve God if we put our family first before our service to him.  Abraham put God first and he became the father of the faithful and a great leader of God’s people.  God needs leaders today!!!    Are we prepared?
CONCLUSION – 

How do we compare to the leadership of Abraham?

Are we actively and prayerfully molding ourselves to be leaders of God’s people?

We do not become leaders by accident – Are we preparing ourselves?
