MEN OF FAITH AND INTEGRITY - 2

HEBREWS 11:4

INTRODUCTION – The spiritual definition of integrity is one who is faithful and obedient to the words of God.  From the beginning of time God’s people have needed leaders.  Men of faith and integrity have always been recognized by God.

A leader requires character, stamina, and backbone.  Through out the bible God provides us with examples of men who responded to the instructions of God by faith. The purpose of this lesson is to help us understand the qualities that makeup the character of a faithful man such as Abel.
ABEL – A MAN OF FAITH AND INTEGRITY: What are some of the common characteristics of faithful men – GEN. 4:1-10
I. STANDARD – 

A. PROV. 14:12 – Cain followed the way that seemed right to him, but Abel followed the way revealed by God.  Remember our text – 11:4.  By faith Abel offered to God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain.  Why was it more excellent?   He followed the standard!!!
B. ROM. 10:17 – This verse is very clear that we derive faith from hearing the word of God so both Cain and Abel heard the same instructions from God, but only Abel displayed faith when he offered the correct sacrifice to God. True worship to God is in danger today because men are deciding to act without faith. I.E. – Instruments being introduced, Lord’s supper being offered on unauthorized days of the week, contributions being distributed to every organization of man for which there is no authority.

C. 2 COR. 5:7 – Abel walked by faith while Cain walked by sight – human insight – human reasoning – human logic.  We need to get the point our worship is not to please our senses, our reasoning, our logic but it is to please God. If we desire to be people of faith and integrity we must obey God.   Why?   Does it really matter?
D. JN. 12:48-50 – There are consequences for failing to receive the instructions given to us by God as Cain learned the hard way.  Many today will learn the hard way also.
E. 1 THESS. 2:13 – Abel had the right attitude toward the word of God.  What is your attitude toward the truth?  Do you feel it is necessary to follow the standards given to us in the word of God?  Do you have a take it or leave it attitude?

II. CHOICE – 

A. MATT. 23:35 – Life is full of choices, we make them every day. Abel is known to this day as a righteous man because of the choice he made. As the Hebrew writer declared, “Abel being dead yet speaks”
B. MATT. 7:13-14 - Abel chose the straight and narrow way.  What way do you choose to go?  If you have made the big choice – which path to go down then continue to make the smaller choices in such a way that keeps you on that straight and narrow pathway.
C. ROM. 12:1-2 – God gives us the choice today we can present our bodies to God as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable or we can conform to the world.  The decision is up to us.

D. PHIL. 1:9-11 – Abel offered a more excellent sacrifice to God because he chose to follow the excellent instructions from God.  He recognized the infallibility of God’s word.
E. PROV. 8:6-11 – Abel counted God’s counsel as riches and as a result he offered to God the more excellent sacrifice.
F. 2 TIM. 2:15 – How important do we deem the word of God?   Do we study to get the wisdom and riches it contains?

III. RESPECT – 

A. ACTS 10:34-35 – Was God a respecter of persons?  No, Abel offered worship as God commanded while Cain ignored those same commands.  Question – Has God changed?
B. ISA. 55:8-9 – Abel respected God.   Abel displayed his respect for God thru his faith and obedience.  Do we show our respect for God as we worship?  Or do we have a casual approach to worship?  We need to be careful.
C. JN. 4:23-24 – How do we show respect for God today?   By worshipping as he instructs us.  Our worship must be in spirit and in truth to be pleasing to God.  All our desire affection and motives must be to give glory to God and exalt his high and holy name.
D. MATT. 15:8-9 – Our worship can be offered in vain (Pharisees) it then is empty and useless.  Do we display faith and integrity when we offer our worship to God?

E. PSA. 29:2 – Abel gave to the Lord the glory that was due to his name by worshipping him.  Let us all strive to follow the example of this man of faith and integrity.
CONCLUSION – 

Do we stand fast on the correct standard?

Do we make the right choices with the proper attitude?

Do we show respect for God as we worship him?
