EXHORTATIONS – 32
LEVITICUS 17:14
INTRODUCTION – What do you associate with life?  If you were making a list you probably would not go to far down the list before you included in your list blood. There are many exhortations in the bible concerning the subject of blood. We will look at some of these today in our study!

Remember our definition of the word exhort - we defined this word - as to call to one’s side, to entreat, to beseech, to urge, to propel, to urge forward, to urge one to pursue some course of conduct, to advise, to warn, and to encourage. Today in our lesson we will examine the exhortations from God’s word concerning the importance of blood.

READ TEXT – LEV. 17:14 - Moses set before the people the principle of life being associated with blood. This is a principle that continues to be set forth through out the word of God. 
The purpose of our lesson today is to examine the exhortations from God’s word and see what they say about the importance of blood.
EXHORTATIONS – BLOOD

I. OLD TESTAMENT PRINCIPLES – 

A. GEN. 9:4 – From the very beginning God makes the significance of blood very clear. Life is in the blood. Life is precious. Remember when Cain took the life of his brother Able it was said by God, that his blood cries out to me from the ground – GEN. 4:10
B. GEN. 9:6 – After the death of Abel God set forth the principle that provided justice when a man’s blood was shed. Why did God do this?
C. PROV. 6:17 – It is because he hates hands that shed innocent blood.

D. EX. 12:13 – The principle was established through the observance of the Passover that the shedding of the blood of the Passover Lamb when offered as a sacrifice to God was pleasing to him. I.E. –shadow of the substance in NT which will be the blood of Christ.

E. EX. 24:7-8 – The principle was established that blood was shed and sprinkled on the people (Israel) to enter into a covenant or agreement with God.

F. EX. 29:21 - The principle was established that blood sprinkled on Aaron and his brothers and their garments hallowed them which means to make or keep holy.

G. EX. 30:10 – The high priest used blood on the Day of Atonement as a sin offering so the principle is set forth that blood must be shed for atonement (covering).

H. ROM. 15:4 – We are to learn from these principles brought forth in the OT about blood.

II. BLOOD AND THE NEW TESTAMENT – 

A. HEB. 9:22 – Without the shedding of blood there can be no forgiveness of sins.

B. JN. 19:34 – Jesus as a sacrifice was acceptable to God because he shed his blood on the cross at Calvary.
C. MATT. 26:28 – Jesus shed his blood so the new covenant could come into effect and so sins could be remitted.

D. JN. 6:54 – The shedding of the blood of Jesus is linked to eternal life

E. 1 COR. 10:16 – The Lord’s Supper is a memorial to his blood – 1 COR. 11:25 – We cannot partake of the Lord’s Supper in a worthy manner if we do not discern the importance of the blood that Jesus shed on our behalf.

F. EPH. 2:13 – It is through blood that we are able to draw near to God. It is because of the blood that we are able to enter into fellowship with God. Without the shedding of blood we could have no relationship with God.

G. ACTS 20:28 – How important is blood in the NT? It took the blood of Christ to purchase the church to which the Lord adds all who are saved.
III. POWER OF THE BLOOD OF CHRIST – 

A. ROM. 5:9 – The blood of Christ has the power to justify us. The blood is so powerful it renders us as innocent when we are guilty.

B. EPH. 1:7 – The blood of Christ has the power to grant to us redemption which means the blood of Christ has the power to ransom us or pay our debt in full.

C. COL. 1:14 – The blood of Christ has the power to grant us the forgiveness of our sins which means we have freedom or pardon from our sins. We have been delivered by the power of the blood.

D. COL. 1:20 – We were at enmity with God but as a result of the power of the blood of Christ we have peace with God.

E. 1 PET. 1:18-19 – We are redeemed by the precious blood of Jesus. The blood was the ransom paid to set us free from sin.
F. REV. 1:5 – He washed us (literally loosened us) from our sins in his own blood as a result of its power. When does this happen? ACTS 22:16 – 

G. 1 JN. 1:7 – His blood is so powerful that it not only cleanses us from all our past sins but continually cleanses us as his children as we seek to walk in the light.

H. REV. 12:11 – How do we overcome sin, Satan, and death? By the blood of the Lamb!

CONCLUSION - 
Blood is associated with life both physically and spiritually.
Principles are established in God’s word concerning blood. 

W/O the shedding of blood no remission – blood of bulls and goats would not do.
There is power in the blood – Old Hymn

Have you been to Jesus for the cleansing power of his blood?

