EXHORTATIONS – 33
ECCLESIASTES 3:1, 8
INTRODUCTION – What is the first thought that comes to your mind when I say the word “hate?” Maybe that is not a nice word and that we should not hate. The bible uses the word hate in two ways. Let’s look at how it is defined and used in the Holy Scriptures
Remember our definition of the word exhort - we defined this word - as to call to one’s side, to entreat, to beseech, to urge, to propel, to urge forward, to urge one to pursue some course of conduct, to advise, to warn, and to encourage. Today in our lesson we will examine the exhortations from God’s word concerning the subject of hate.
How do we define this term – Vine’s Definition – Hate – malicious and unjustifiable feelings toward others; a right feeling of aversion from things that are evil

READ TEXT – ECCL. 3:1, 8 – The wise man says there is a time to hate – Is Solomon saying there is a time for us to be malicious and exercise unjustifiable feelings toward others – NO!!!
The purpose of our lesson today is to examine the exhortations from God’s word and see what they say about hatred.

EXHORTATIONS – HATRED
I. THINGS WE SHOULD HATE – We should hate the things God hates and a great problem we have in our society today is that many do not practice the proper type of hatred. So we just go along with the world because we certainly do not want to be seen as some religious fanatic and by so doing allow the world to shape our standards.

A. PSA. 45:6-7 – Often people will say that God only expressed hatred in the O.T. but this passage is a messianic prophecy stating how he (Christ) will view wickedness.

B. PSA. 97:10 – If we love the Lord we will hate evil – so the bible does teach us to hate those things that are opposed by the Lord. What specifically are some things God hates that we should also hate?

C. PSA. 119:104 – Every false way – False teaching, doctrine that does not have the authority of God – book, chapter and verse behind it.
D. REV. 2:15 – The church at Pergamos had a problem because they had those who held to the doctrine of Balaam and those who held to the doctrine of the Nicolaitans and Jesus said he hated those doctrines. Why? Because they were a false way – not true

E. PROV. 8:13 – A test to see if we truly fear the Lord is if we hate evil – pride and arrogance specifically.

F. PROV. 6:16-19 – Seven things are listed that the Lord hates. A lying tongue, hands that shed innocent blood, hearts that devise wicked plans, feet that are swift in running to evil, a false witness, and one who sows discord among brethren.
G. PROV. 28:16 – God hates covetousness, but the world certainly does not! 

H. MAL. 2:16 – God hates divorce but what about the society we live in today. Marriages are treated like recyclable material we put out on the street. After we are through using it we just cast it aside and get a new one.

II. THINGS WE SHOULD NOT HATE – 

A. GEN. 37:4-8, 50:15 – Joseph’s brothers hated him but he did not display hatred toward them. Why?

B. 1 JN. 2:9-11 – Joseph did not hate his brothers because he would not be walking in the light.

C. 1 JN. 4:20 – It is impossible to love God and hate our brother.

D. PSA. 50:17 – We should not hate instruction.

E. PROV. 1:22, 28-29 - We should not hate knowledge.
F. PROV. 12:1 – We should not hate correction. Many cannot give or receive constructive criticism of any type.

G. JN. 3:20 – Jesus teaches us we should not hate the light, but many do not want to receive the truth of the gospel, so they avoid the light because their deeds will be exposed.

H. ROM. 1:28-30 – We should not hate God but there are many in our society today who hate God and want every reference to him erased if it were up to them.

III. WE WILL BE HATED – Why?
A. JN. 17:14 – We are hated because we are not of this world we live in this world but it is not our home. We are looking to eternity!

B. PSA. 69:4 – Sometimes as the psalmist expresses we will be hated without a cause. This is a messianic reference to Christ in this verse.

C. MATT. 5:43-44 – Jesus teaches us how to react to those who hate us in his message from the mountain.

D. LUKE 6:22-23 – Luke says we are blessed if men hate us, revile us, exclude us and speak evil of our name – rejoice – why? – great reward in heaven.

E. JN. 15:24-25 – We have the example of Jesus being hated without a cause.

F. 1 PET. 4:15-16 – We must be ready and willing to suffer as a Christian. 

CONCLUSION – 

Do we show by our life that we truly hate sin?

Do we understand the things we cannot hate?

Do we understand why the world hates us?
