EXHORTATIONS – 34
ECCLESIASTES 3:1, 8
INTRODUCTION – What is the first thought that comes to your mind when I say the word “love?” Maybe the thought of a special someone comes to mind, maybe the idea of love being associated with God – 1 JN. 4:8 – “God is love.” Let’s look at how it is defined and used in the Holy Scriptures

Remember our definition of the word exhort - we defined this word - as to call to one’s side, to entreat, to beseech, to urge, to propel, to urge forward, to urge one to pursue some course of conduct, to advise, to warn, and to encourage. Today in our lesson we will examine the exhortations from God’s word concerning the subject of love.

How do we define this term – Vine’s Definition – Love – Agape – describes the attitude of god toward his Son and the human race. This type of love had its perfect expression  to all men through Jesus Christ; phileo – tender affection, an unselfish love ready to serve, love toward man
READ TEXT – ECCL. 3:1, 8 – The wise man says there is a time to love – Solomon is urging us to be able to distinguish the times in our life when love needs to be exemplified.
The purpose of our lesson today is to examine the exhortations from God’s word and see what they say about love.

EXHORTATIONS – LOVE

I. SCRIPTURES AND LOVE – 

A. DEUT. 6:1-5 – Moses reminds the people of their first obligation. What is our first obligation today?
B. MARK 12:28-34 – Listen to Jesus - To obey the first command!

C. DEUT. 10:12-13 – To love him - How? By walking in his ways, serving him, and keeping his commandments.

D. JN. 14:15 – This is the very same thing that Jesus taught while here on earth.
E. DEUT. 11:22 – If we love we will walk in his ways and hold fast

F. 1 COR. 16:13-14 – We stand fast by doing all things with love according to Paul.

G. DEUT. 13:1-4 – Our love for God can be tested. The question is will we pass the test. Many in the world today claiming to be speaking for God. Where is our allegiance?

H. EPH. 5:1-2, 8-11 – What does our example show to others?
II. THINGS WE SHOULD AND SHOULD NOT LOVE – 

A. PSA. 45:7 – We should love righteousness and hate wickedness.

B. PSA. 119:47-48 – We should delight ourselves in the commandments of God. Why? Vs. 127 – They are more valuable than fine gold.
C. MATT. 5:43-48 – Love our enemies.

D. 1 PET. 4:8 – Love our brothers so we can forgive. Without love the possibility of forgiveness does not exist.

E. 1 JN. 2:15 – We are instructed to do not love the world.

F. JN. 12:43 – We are instructed to not love the praise of men.

G. 1 TIM. 6:10-11 – Do not love money but pursue the love of God.

III. LOVE DEMONSTRATED – 

A. JN. 3:16 – God’s love was demonstrated by what he gave us.

B. JN. 13:34-35 – We demonstrate our love by how we treat each other.

C. ROM. 5:6-9 – God demonstrated his love for us when Christ died for the ungodly. We were justified made to appear innocent even though we deserved death.
D. ROM. 12:9-10 – If Christ loved us in our sin then certainly we can love our brother in a way that does not display hypocrisy.

E. ROM. 13:10 – Paul states one way we demonstrate love is to seek to do no harm to our neighbor.

F. 1 COR. 13:3-8 – The true description of love from God’s point of view.

G. 1 JN. 3:18 – Our action, our conduct, our choices display our love for others.

H. 1 JN. 5:3 – The ultimate litmus test for love – do we obey his commandments.

CONCLUSION – 

The scriptures declare God is love!

Do we understand the difference between the things we should or should not love?

God has demonstrated his love for us!

Have you demonstrated your love for him? 
