MEN OF FAITH AND INTEGRITY - 4

HEBREWS 11:7

INTRODUCTION – The spiritual definition of integrity is one who is faithful and obedient to the words of God.  From the beginning of time God’s people have needed leaders.  Men of faith and integrity have always been recognized by God.

A leader requires character, stamina, and backbone.  Through out the bible God provides us with examples of men who responded to the instructions of God by faith. The purpose of this lesson is to help us understand the qualities that makeup the character of a faithful man such as Noah.

HEB. 11:7 - By faith Noah, being divinely warned of things not yet seen, moved with godly fear, prepared an ark for the saving of his household, by which he condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness which is according to faith. 

One of the best known accounts in the Bible is of Noah and the flood.  There are many important lessons we can learn form studying the character and activities of Noah.

NOAH - A MAN OF FAITH AND INTEGRITY: 

I. PEER-PRESSURE – Noah did not allow peer pressure to effect his decisions and choices.  If you were Noah would you have given into peer pressure?
A. GEN. 6:5-9 – Noah withstood the pressure around him in the evil generation in which he lived. Noah dared to be different.  While the whole world basked in the sun of ungodliness and evil.  Noah was listening to God and raising his family to respect and obey the Lord. He was a just man and walked with God.  Do we walk with God?  No, I do it every Sunday – wrong answer!!!  Do we walk with God when it is difficult to do so?
B. 1 JN. 1:7-9 – Noah followed the instructions he received from God and that is what he expects us to do today.  Noah walked in the light of God’s instructions.  Are we walking in the light or darkness?   If we cave into peer-pressure we will be in darkness.
C. MARK 15:12-15 – I.E. – Pilate gave into peer pressure and it resulted in the crucifixion of Christ.  Pilate displayed no moral courage in giving into the demands of the crowd.  What kind of courage do we display?

II. GRACE FINDER – Noah sought and found the grace of God.
A. GEN. 6:8 – “But Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord” If we were Noah would we have found grace?  
B. EPH. 2:8-9 - Grace is just as essential for our salvation today as it was for Noah.

C. ROM. 3:23 – Why do we all need the grace of God?   Because we are sinners.
D. TITUS 2:11 – God’s grace is available to anyone and everyone who wants it. Paul later in this epistle instructs Titus how we are to receive this grace – TITUS 3:3-8 – Noah remained faithful in order to obtain the grace of God and we must do the same – “be careful to maintain good works”

III. WARNINGS – HEB. 11:7 – Noah was divinely warned. If you were Noah would you have built the ark? Or would you have disregarded the warning of God?
A. PSA. 19:7-11 – God has always been fair with his people and warned them before he brought judgment upon them.  So he warned Noah and he is warning us today, but are we heeding the warning?

B. 2 THESS. 1:7-9 – God warns the erring child of God as well as the alien sinner to obey the gospel.

C. ACTS 20:28-32 – Paul warned the elders of Ephesus of the dangers that lay ahead.  They did not heed the warning.  Will we learn from their mistakes?
IV. ABLE TO MOVE – Noah was a man of action. When God spoke he moved.  We need more people like Noah in the Lord’s church today who only move when we have the authority to do so by divine revelation.  God gave Noah a work to do which was to build an ark.  Noah could have said, “Lord that is just too big a job and refused to begin.  If you were Noah would you have built the ark?
A. MARK 16:15-16 – God has given us a work to do, but do we look around and say it is just too big a job or do we move?

B. ACTS 8:4 – I.E. – Note what the early Christians did even in the face of persecution – ACTS 5:41-42
C. GAL. 6:9 – Noah could have become discouraged along the way and just quit, but Noah kept on working and so it must be with us – pressing on to the goal for the prize of the upward call of God – PHIL. 3:14 When 
God spoke Noah moved with godly fear it was indeed a source of motivation.

V. DETAILED – God gave Noah some very specific instructions as how he was to build this ark.  Would we have obeyed the minute and detailed instructions of God as Noah did? GEN. 6:14-22
A. 1 PET. 5:1-4 – God has given us some very specific instructions regarding the organization of each local church.  Each congregation is independent and autonomous under the direction of its own plurality of elders.  Men say that is not efficient enough so they invent different organizational structures such as the one man pastor system.
B. EPH. 5:19 – God told us what kind of music he wanted us to offer in worship to him but many say we want the instrument to accompany our singing and the choirs to entertain us.

C. 1 TIM. 3:15 – God has revealed the work of the church is to be the pillar and ground of the truth.  Its primary function to is to sound for the word of the Lord by way of evangelism and edification.   Today many churches that claim to belong to Christ minister to the needs of the whole man so they provide common meals, recreation, entertainment and other forms of food, fun and frolic.   There are many human organizations which can meet the social needs of man but only the church can meet the spiritual needs of man.  Again we want to emphasize that God has given us a plan to go by just as he did for Noah.  The question is are we willing to follow the pattern revealed to us by God.
VI. CONDEMNATION/SALVATION – Noah escaped the condemnation of God – GEN. 7:23 – because he and his family were in the ark of safety.   If you were Noah would you have led your family into the ark?  What choice would you have made condemnation or salvation?
A. PROV. 22:6 – God gives us as parents the responsibility of training our children in the way they should go.  Are we training them so they will have the basis in the future for making the right choices?

B. ACTS 2:47 – Are your children saved?  Are they in the ark of safety- the church?

C. GAL. 3:26-29 – Noah became an heir of righteousness by faith – HEB. 11:7 – We can become an heir of righteousness this very day by obeying the gospel!!!

CONCLUSION – 

Noah saved his family because he was man of faith and integrity.

Noah set a good example for us.

Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord, but we can too.

Noah walked by faith and pleased God, but we can too.

Salvation is available for all!!!

