MEN OF FAITH AND INTEGRITY – 6

HEBREWS 11:22

INTRODUCTION – Joseph is depicted as a man of faith.  By faith Joseph realized that God’s people would return to Canaan.   They would settle in the land that God had promised to them thru Abraham.  He was dearly loved by his parents as he was the son their old age.

The purpose of our lesson today is to explore the ways that Joseph displayed his faith integrity and obedience in his life.

FAITH-INTEGRITY-OBEDIENCE OF JOSEPH:

I. TRUSTWORTY - Joseph displayed he was a trustworthy person thru out his life.

A. GEN. 37:12-17 – Joseph was an obedient teenager.  He realized to respect and reverence God he had to obey his parents.  Jacob told him to go check on his brothers and he went – he obeyed.  Those who are children and teenagers God expects you to respond favorably to the training, teaching, and discipline of your parents.
B. GEN. 39:1-6, 21-23 – Joseph proved to be a trustworthy servant as he was sold into Egyptian slavery.  Potiphar recognized Joseph was trustworthy, honest, full of integrity and dependable so he made him ruler over his house.  Joseph proved his loyalty to God.  How does God view us when it comes to being trustworthy?
C. GEN. 39:7-12 – Joseph had the golden opportunity to commit adultery with Potiphar’s wife but he could not bring himself to give into this temptation and sin against Potiphar and God.  He realized to do so would be to betray their trust.  Joseph had the faith and integrity to resist temptation.  Maybe we would not be guilty of committing adultery but are we guilty like the children of Israel in Babylonian captivity that we are guilty of spiritual adultery because we have not remained faithful to God.  Are we trustworthy in every sense of the word?

II. FALSELY ACCUSED – Joseph was falsely accused yet he loved God and remained faithful and obedient.

A. GEN. 39:13-20 – Potiphar’s wife falsely accused Joseph of trying to force her to have a sexual affair with him.  As a result of her lies to her husband Joseph was cast into prison.  Did the attitude of Joseph sour because of this incident?   No, he remained faithful to God.   Joseph knew his actions were honorable so he was willing to suffer wrong for doing good.
B. MATT. 5:10-12 – Jesus teaches us the proper attitude to have in regard to persecution.  Rejoice as long as we are suffering for righteousness sake.

C. 2 TIM. 3:12 – If we desire to be people of faith-integrity-obedience we can expect persecution.   It is coming.
D. LUKE 11:14-15 – Was this accusation true?   How did Jesus respond?  Jesus knew his motive for preaching-teaching-performing miracles so he did not allow a false accusation to keep him from doing the will of the Father.  Do we have the faith and integrity to be falsely accused and keep on working for the Lord?

III. GLORIFIED GOD IN HIS LIFE – 

A. GEN. 40:12-15 – Joseph interpreted dreams of the baker with the divine help of God.   Even when he was in prison for crimes he had not done he was striving to help others.

B. GEN. 41:25-40 – He gave the glory to God for allowing him to be an interpreter of dreams. (vs. 25,28,32)  He told Pharoah the meaning of his dreams (7 lean and fat cattle).  
C. GEN. 45:1-8 – All the things that happened to Joseph were part of the plan and providence of God.  Joseph finally realized it was the will of God that had brought him to Egypt. God had brought him to this position of leadership to preserve not only Egypt but his family.  As a result of his position he was able to furnish his family with grain and later convince them to move to Egypt where they were given the land of Goshen on which to live and settle.
D. PSA. 86:12- Do we seek to glorify God in our life?

E. 1 PET. 4:16 – If you want to glorify God like Joseph did in his life then wear the name Christian.  That is the only name we can wear and glorify the God of heaven and his blessed Son  - Jesus
CONCLUSION – 

Are you trustworthy?

Have you ever been falsely accused?

How did you react?

Do you glorify God in your life?
