TRUTH 
PSALM 119:89, 160
INTRODUCTION – If I asked you the question is truth important?   Most of you would certainly respond of course it is important.   But if we begin to look closely at the society in which we live we can easily see that many do not have the proper regard for the truth.   In many ways and in many circles, America today does not have much appreciation for truth.  Just look at our economic and political situation.   Why are there so many problems? Many of these problems have developed due to do an improper attitude toward truth.  Many have been brainwashed into believing that truth is simply relative or that truth consists only in shades of gray. We have now reached the point that believing there are absolute truths upon which we can rely is politically incorrect (Bill Mahr said recently anyone who believes in God is a dunce). While America may be in the process of rejecting truth, the word of God continues to plainly teach the value, essentiality, and attainability of truth. PSA. 119:89, 160 - Forever, O LORD, Your word is settled in heaven. PSA. 160 The entirety of Your word is truth, And every one of Your righteous judgments endures forever. 
The purpose of our lesson today is to look at what the Bible, the word of God, says about truth and its importance.   We will look at three Bible facts (not opinions or theories) about truth.

TRUTH – IS IT IMPORTANT?

I. WE SERVE A GOD OF TRUTH – 

A. DEUT. 32:3-4 – Jehovah is a God of truth.   He is righteous and just.  He is a great God.  Did God keep his word to the children of Israel? Yes, but what did he expect from them?

B. PSA. 25:10 – God expected them to keep his covenant - his agreement with Israel.
C. PSA. 31:5 – David realized his redemption was a result of the Lord being a God of truth.

D. JN. 1:14-17 – The New Testament reveals that Jesus brought truth and grace to us.  So Jesus the Son of God makes salvation available to all men thru truth.

E. JN. 14:6 – John later records the words of Jesus where he states clearly – I am the truth.

F. JN. 15:26 – Truth is a characteristic of all members of the godhead.  The Holy Spirit is describes as the Spirit of truth – why?
G. JN. 16:13 – The Holy Spirit is the one who has revealed the truth that we have access to today.  Note he was to guide then into all the truth.   So when men today say they have received revelation from God – is that the truth?

II. WE MUST TEACH THE TRUTH – 

A. LUKE 20:21 – We have the example of Jesus teaching the way of God in truth.  Their statement would seem to imply there is a way it can be taught falsely.  We need to teach the same way that Jesus taught – according to the truth.
B. JN. 8:31-32 – Jesus states the truth must be taught so we can abide in it and be set free from our sins.

C. JN. 17:17 – Only the obedience of truth can sanctify us – set us apart to do the will of God.

D. EPH. 1:13 – How did the Christians at Ephesus come to trust in Christ? Paul taught them the words of truth- the gospel of salvation.   What must we do today if we desire for men to be saved?   Teach the truth!!!

E. 1 TIM. 2:3-4 – Notice what Paul taught young Timothy.  In order for men to be saved they must come to knowledge of the truth.   How does this apply to us today?

F. 2 TIM. 3:15 – The church is to be the pillar and ground of the truth.  Individually as member of the body of Christ we need to proclaim the truth.  Why? So the church can grow!

G. 2 TIM. 2:2 – Paul instructs Timothy to teach the truth to faithful men and they in turn will teach others.

III. WE MUST FOLLOW THE TRUTH – 

A. PROV. 23:23 – To follow the way of truth is a choice.   God does not force us to follow truth. Do not be a sell-out.  Treasure the truth.   There is a great problem in the religious world today as the direct result of men selling the truth. Much confusion and division has taken place that was not necessary if men would buy the truth and refuse to sell it at any price.
B. 2 THESS. 2:10-12 – Consequences for selling the truth are severe if we reject truth today.  How did we get where we are today that men do not consider following the truth important?
C. 2 TIM. 2:17-18 – We can easily become like Hymeneaus and Philetus who strayed from the truth thru false teaching.

D. 2 TIM. 4:4 – We can turn our ears from the truth.  We refuse to listen.  It is obvious as we look around today that men have disregarded the truth concerning marriage. 

E. 3 JN. 4, 8 – We can also make the choice to walk in truth.  If we choose to walk in truth we are choosing to be a fellow worker for the truth.
CONCLUSION – We purify our souls when we obey the truth.   1 PET. 1:22 - Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit in sincere love of the brethren, love one another fervently with a pure heart. 
Have you obeyed the truth?  Do it today!
