ALL SPIRITUAL BLESSINGS

TEXT - EPHESIANS 1:1-3 

INTTRODUCTION – It is a natural tendency for us as human beings to take things for granted whether it be our health, our jobs, the nice building we have to meet and worship God in, or often times the ones we love most in this life our husbands or wives.  Men often do not appreciate the things their wives do for them, and can sometimes take these things for granted.  We often do the same thing when it comes to Christ and the spiritual blessings we have access to thru him as our Lord and savior.  This lesson will serve as a reminder that we should never forget or take for granted the spiritual blessings that are obtainable in Christ – EPH. 1:1-3 – Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, To the saints who are in Ephesus, and faithful in Christ Jesus: 2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ,
We see from our text that God’s word emphatically states that every spiritual blessing is in Christ.


Today we want to study and perhaps be reminded about the spiritual blessings that are accessible to us in Christ:

1) ALL GOD’S PROMISES ARE IN CHRIST -  

A. 2 COR. 1:19-20 – For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, who was preached among you by us--by me, Silvanus, and Timothy--was not Yes and No, but in Him was Yes. 20 For all the promises of God in Him are Yes, and in Him Amen, to the glory of God through us. Paul states that all the promises in Christ are yes, this simply means that God is trustworthy, the message concerning his Son is trustworthy, and the promises fulfilled in his Son are valid – they can be depended upon.

B. 2 PET. 1:3-4 - as His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue, 4 by which have been given to us exceedingly great and precious promises, that through these you may be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. God’s promises are exceedingly great and precious. God in his promises has given unto has all things that pertain to life and Godliness.  If we take heed to his promises we can become partakers of the divine nature.

C. EPH. 2:8-10 – God’s grace is what allows us to become partakers of the divine nature. We are created in Christ Jesus unto good works. For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, 9 not of works, lest anyone should boast. 10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them. 
D. 2 COR. 5:17 – Being created in Christ we become a new creation. As this new creature we have access to all the promises and blessings of God in Christ. Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new. 
A second spiritual blessing available to us in Christ because of the great sacrifice he made on our behalf is:

2) SANCTIFICATION – 

A. 1 COR. 6:9-11 –We can receive sanctification only in Christ. Sanctification is when we are separated to God from the evil things and ways of the world, we are set apart so that the course of our life now manifests that we are following God. Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor sodomites, 10 nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the kingdom of God. 11 And such were some of you. But you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God. 
B. HEB. 10:10-14 – As Christians we are sanctified and perfected by the offering Christ made on our behalf. One sacrifice for all time. By that will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 
C. 1 COR. 15:22 - We who were dead in sin were perfected or made alive in Christ. For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be made alive.
D. EPH. 2:1-3 - Christ is the giver of life to those dead in sin. And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins, 2 in which you once walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience, 3 among whom also we all once conducted ourselves in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, just as the others
E. ROM. 5:1,8-9 - How is it that we are made alive since we are dead in trespasses and sins. We are justified we are deemed to be righteous. Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him. 
Also the spiritual blessing of peace is ours in and only in Christ:

3) PEACE THAT PASSES ALL UNDERSTANDING – 

A. PHIL. 4:4-7 – This spiritual blessing is ours to enjoy if we will avail

ourselves to the throne of God’s mercy and grace thru prayer – Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will say, rejoice! 5 Let your gentleness be known to all men. The Lord is at hand. 6 Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; 7 and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. 

 LET our request be made known to God.

B. EPH. 6:22-24 – We can have peace and obtain grace if we love God sincerely.  whom I have sent to you for this very purpose, that you may know our affairs, and that he may comfort your hearts. 23 Peace to the brethren, and love with faith, from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 24 Grace be with all those who love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity. Amen.
C. JN.14: 15 - How do we show that we love God? Keep his commandments -  If you love Me, keep My commandments.
D. COL. 1:13-14 – We can have peace knowing our sins are forgiven. He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, 14 in whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins.
E. EPH. 1:4-7 – We can have peace because we are redeemed. Christians enjoy the riches of God’s grace. just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before Him in love, 5 having predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will, 6 to the praise of the glory of His grace, by which He has made us accepted in the Beloved. 7 In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace
F. ROM. 6:23 – God’s grace extends eternal life. Wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life. For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
G. JN. 8:21 – Note the tragic result of dying in sin. Then Jesus said to them again, "I am going away, and you will seek Me, and will die in your sin. Where I go you cannot come."
H. REV. 14:13 – Those who have their sins forgiven are blessed in death. Then I heard a voice from heaven saying to me, "Write: 'Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.' " "Yes," says the Spirit, "that they may rest from their labors, and their works follow them." 
I. PHIL. 1:20-21 - Paul realized death was gain for a Christian. according to my earnest expectation and hope that in nothing I shall be ashamed, but with all boldness, as always, so now also Christ will be magnified in my body, whether by life or by death. 21 For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain.
J. 1 JN. 5:11-12 – The Christian can look forward to eternal life. Life is in his son.  And this is the testimony: that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. 12 He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life. 

All the spiritual blessings that we have studied about so far are only available to us if we are enjoying the greatest of spiritual blessings – salvation.
4) SALVATION - 

A. 2 TIM. 2:10 – Therefore I endure all things for the sake of the elect, that they also may obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory. Salvation is only in Christ alone. Salvation cannot be found in Martin Luther, John Calvin, Joseph Smith, the Pope or Joey Rankin, it can only be found in Christ. 
B. ACTS 4:12 - We need to take heed to the inspired words of the Apostle Peter – None other name under heaven given among men. Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved." 
C. 1 TIM.2: 3-4 – It is God’s desire for all men to be saved. For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, 4 who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth
D. JN. 8:32 – In order for us to be saved we have to acknowledge the truth.  The truth and the truth only will set us free from sin. And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free."
E. 1 COR. 1:18-21 – Truth is presented thru the preaching and proclaiming of the gospel. Those who consider the preaching of the gospel as foolish reject the spiritual blessing of salvation – But to those who hear it, believe it and obey it, it delivers them from condemnation. For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written: "I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, And bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent."  20 Where is the wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the disputer of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of this world? 21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the world through wisdom did not know God, it pleased God through the foolishness of the message preached to save those who believe.
F. ROM. 8:1-2 – But we must be in Christ to receive no condemnation. There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit. 2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me free from the law of sin and death.
G. ROM. 6:3-7 - HOW do we get in Christ where salvation is located?  Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? 4 Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. 5 For if we have been united together in the likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection, 6 knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin. 7 For he who has died has been freed from sin
CONCLUSION – 
Are you in God’s son Jesus?  If not, you cannot enjoy all the spiritual blessings available in Christ.  
If you were to die today would you enjoy the spiritual blessings of eternal life or would you die in your sins?

If you die in your sins Christ would say to you where I am you cannot come. 
You do not have to die in your sins; salvation is available thru Christ – 
HEB.11: 6 - But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him

ACTS 3:19 - Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, so that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord,

ROM.10: 9-10 - that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.

GAL. 3:26-27 - For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. 27 For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.
