GREATNESS

LUKE 9:46 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – In our text we can see the disciples of Christ were concerned about who would be the greatest in the kingdom of course we realize they totally misconstrued the nature of the kingdom.  In our lesson today we want to look at greatness from God’s viewpoint.  The OT is given to us for our learning – ROM. 15:4 – For whatever things were written before were written for our learning, that we through the patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope. NKJV So we are going to look at the characteristics of the greatest king that ever ruled over God’s people.  You might be guessing that we will study about David who indeed was the greatest military king of Israel or you might think our lesson is surely about Solomon since his wealth and wisdom were unsurpassed.  Our lesson is not about either of these men but is about a king that God’s word says was the greatest king that ever reigned – 2 KINGS 18:1-5 – Hezekiah – Note what God says in verse 5.  

WHAT WAS SO SPECIAL ABOUT HEZEKIAH?

1. EVIL FATHER – VERSE 1
a. 2 KINGS 16:2-4, 8 – This proves that we are not a product of our environment.  We might tend to be influenced by our environment, but we are a product of our choices.

b. JOSH. 24:14-16 – Example of Joshua – He chose to serve the Lord!  Stop making excuses about how you were raised and the environment you lived in and just choose to serve the Lord!

c. ROM. 6:16-18 – We choose to be a servant of sin unto death or obedience unto righteousness.

2. YOUTHFUL ACCOMPLISHMENTS – VERSE 2
a. 2 CHRON. 29:3-11 – He did not waste time he began to accomplish things immediately in his reign as king, note vs. 3 – He opened the doors to the temple and repaired them and had a meeting with the Levites and told them  (clean up your act) they would sanctify themselves before the Lord.  They would no longer be negligent in their duties.

b. 1 SAM. 17:32-35, 42 – The example of David and what he accomplished at an early age.

c. 1 TIM. 4:12 – Paul instructs Timothy to be an example to the believer even at his early age.  Did he follow Paul’s instructions?   YES!!!!

d. PHIL. 2:19-21 – Paul talks Timothy and his value to the work of the Lord.

3. HE DID WHAT WAS RIGHT – VERSE 3 
a. 2 CHRON. 29:2 – “DO RIGHT RULE” – Did Hezekiah do what he thought was right?  NO, he did what was right in the sight of the Lord.

i. Vs. 10-11 – Reestablished the worship

ii. Vs. 15-19 – Cleansed the temple

iii. Vs. 21, 30 – Began offering sacrifices

b. 2 CHRON. 31:20-21 – He did what was right and good with all his heart.

c. DEUT. 12:28 – Moses told the children of Israel if you want things to go well with you then do what is right – hear and observe the words of God.

d. 1 SAM. 12:20-24 – Samuel addresses the children of Israel saying he would teach them the good and the right way.  What is that good and right way?

e. PSA. 19:8, 33:4 – The word or the statues of the Lord are right.  They are what we need to follow in our lives.

4. HE TRUSTED IN THE LORD – VERSE 5
a. 2 SAM. 22:1-3 – Example of the trust David placed in God.

b. JOB 13:15 – Example of trust Job placed in God

c. PSA.  37:3-5 – If you want to be happy in this life then put your trust in God.

d. 1 TIM. 4:10 - Do we really trust God?

e. PROV. 3:5-6 -  “Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And lean not on your own understanding; In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths.” NKJV
CONCLUSION – 

Do you want to attain greatness in the sight of God? Then just follow the example of King Hezekiah.

Do you use your environment as an excuse for not serving God?

Do you feel like you are just too young to accomplish much for the Lord?

Are you willing to do what God says is right?

Will you place your trust in the Lord?  

