MEN OF FAITH AND INTEGRITY – 10

LUKE 19:1-10

INTRODUCTION – We are continuing our series of lessons on men of faith, integrity, and obedience and today we are considering the life of Zacchaeus. He was a very rich publican who lived in Jericho.  He was the chief of tax collectors, a man of power and influence.  His desire was to see Jesus and he did not allow any obstacles to come in his way and deny him this privilege.

ZACCHAEUS – 

I. HE SOUGHT JESUS – VERSES 1-3

A. JOHN 12:20-21 – We see a similar attitudes among the Greeks.   Do we seek Jesus in our lives?   How do we go about seeking Jesus?

B. ACTS 13:7 – We have an example in Sergius Paulus.

C. PSA. 119:10 – Note the inspired words of the psalmist.   Zacchaeus sought Jesus with his whole heart and did not lose focus on his goal.   Do we sometimes lose focus on seeking Jesus in our lives?
D. MARK 2:1-4 – Zacchaeus was creative and he did not allow anything to deter him even though he faced obstacles such as the crowd and his stature. He did not allow himself to become discouraged and say there is just no use in trying.  He persevered!!!
E. LUKE 10:39-42 – His decision to seek Jesus was a conscious one.   He like Mary chose the good part.   What do we choose in our life?

F. MATT. 6:33 – Jesus instructs on the choice he desires for us to make.  What do we seek first in this life?  

II. HE SEPARATED HIMSELF – VERSES 4-6 – Zacchaeus had to get away from the crowd in order to see Jesus.
A. 1 JN. 2:15-17 – We are warned to not love the world or the things in the world.

B. 2 COR. 6:17 – Paul warns the Christians at Corinth to come out from the world and be separate.
C. MARK 15:7-15 – Contrast the actions of Pilate and Zacchaeus.   Zacchaeus separates himself from the crowd and Pilate gave in to the will of the people.

D. 1 TIM. 6:17 – Zacchaeus was rich but he was beginning to place his trust in Christ instead of those riches.  Where is our trust?

E. HEB. 13:2 – Vs. 6 says he received him joyfully.  We cannot possibly receive Christ if we do not separate ourselves from the world. Zacchaeus was able to extend hospitality to Jesus.   What would our reaction be if Jesus said he was coming to our house today?   Would we immediately begin to make excuses? Would we be to busy with the affairs of the world to work him into our schedule?   Would we have time for Jesus? Would we receive him joyfully?

III. HE FOUND SALVATION – VERSES 8-10 – That is only available in Christ.
A. ACTS 4:12 – Salvation cannot be found in any other name.   Zacchaeus gladly received the savior.

B. JN. 1:11-12 – Not everyone welcomed Jesus as Zacchaeus did.

C. LUKE 18:18-23 – Zacchaeus was willing to do what the rich young ruler would not.

D. 1 TIM. 6:17-19 – the trust Zacchaeus had in God allowed him to be willing to share his riches and lay hold on eternal life.

E. MATT. 4:17 – The message of Jesus was to repent.   Zacchaeus obeyed those instructions.

F. MATT. 3:8 – Zacchaeus brought forth fruits worthy of repentance. 

G. LUKE 16:24 – Zacchaeus desired mercy.  What do we desire?

CONCLUSION – 

Are you seeking Jesus?

Are you separating yourself from the world?

Have you found the salvation available only in Jesus?

