TRUTH – FALSE TEACHERS AND PROPHETS

MATT. 7:15-20 TEXT
INTRODUCTION - Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount warns his disciples about the danger of false prophets.  A prophet is one who speaks for God - a mouthpiece.   A prophet is literally one who pours or speaks forth openly a divine message.  

Jesus warns there will be those who claim to do so falsely and they speak error instead of truth and they are not his disciples – JN. 8:31-32.  

Today many through out our nation and the entire world will falsely claim to speak the truth and or be so bold as to claim to actually speak for God.

The purpose of our lesson today is to look into our bibles and see the truth reveals to us about false prophets and false teachers.

TRUTH ABOUT FALSE TEACHERS AND PROPHETS – 

I. WHO IS A PROPHET OF GOD?
A. DEUT. 18:15-22 – A prophet is one who actually speaks for 
God and we should hear him – I.E. – Moses.  A false prophet is one who presumes to speak for the Lord and then the thing he has spoken does not come to pass.  So this is the true litmus test of a prophet of God.

B. 1 COR. 12:7-11 – Were there true prophets of God in the first century?  Yes, the gift of prophesy which was one of the nine gifts of the Spirit.  Why did they need prophets?   At the beginning of the church there was no complete revelation of the will of God (NT – BIBLE) it was being received in bits and pieces, part by part.  This gift of prophesy which was given by the Holy Spirit so one could foresee and issue Spirit guided teaching to Christians in the first century.  

C. 1 JN. 4:1 – How could they distinguish between what was the truth and what was error.   They had the ability to discern the spirits to see if they were from God.  If they were teaching that which was false it would be detected by those who had the spiritual gift of discernment.

D. 2 JN. 9 – Since today we have the total will of God revealed to us in the doctrine of Christ we can now determine who is a false teacher or claims to be a prophet of God by the message they teach being contrary to the teaching revealed to us in the holy scriptures.  
E. 2 COR. 11:13-15 – The warning given to the church in Corinth applies to us today as well that we should beware that false prophets, false teachers, false ministers appear as ministers of light and righteousness.

II. HOW DO WE IDENTIFY FALSE TEACHERS?  NOT BY

A. MATT. 7:21-23 – Not by their sincerity of heart.  We can be religious even devoutly religious and be wrong – I.E. Scribes, Pharisees, Sadducees etc.  this was the case during the time of Christ.

B. ACTS 18:24-28 – The heart of Apollos was right but his teaching was wrong.  If a person truly has a good heart when they are confronted that something they believe or teach is not right then they will change just as Apollos did. 
C. LUKE 6:46 – The large number of people in their audience who are saying LORD, LORD.  Just because they are in the majority and call on the Lord does not make them acceptable to the Lord.   They must be willing to obey

D. MATT. 7:15 – We do not identify false prophets by their outward appearance.  Outwardly they appear to be fine but look at their fruits vs. 16

III. HOW WE IDENTIFY FALSE TEACHERS?  BY THEIR FRUITS
A. 2 PET. 2:1-3 – False teaching – they use deceptive words it is not just about their character it is ultimately about what they teach and proclaim to be the truth.

B. MATT. 15:1, 7-9 – Jesus aid the scribes and Pharisees were hypocrites and taught as doctrine the teaching and commandments of men instead of God.

C. TITUS 1:10-14 – False teachers teach for the sake of dishonest gain.  Since they teach the commandments of men they turn men from the truth instead of turning them to the truth.

D. 1 TIM. 6:3-6 – Many today proudly proclaim that doctrine does not matter just follow Jesus.  How can you claim to follow Jesus and not follow his teaching and instructions?

E. GAL. 1:6-9 – Did the teaching of the gospel of Christ matter to Paul

F. JN. 14:6 – One religion is as good as another all lead to heaven.  Is following the teachings of Islam and Mohammed just as certain to get you to heaven as the teachings of Christ?
G. MATT. 16:18 – False teachers would have you believe one church is just as good as another.

H. MARK 16:15-16 – they teach baptism is not essential for salvation.

I. They teach divorce for any cause – MATT. 19:1-9; They teach once saved always saved – 1 COR. 10:12; They teach faith only – JAMES 2:24; They teach the social gospel concept – 1 TIM. 3:15; They teach unity in diversity – 1 COR. 1:10
CONCLUSION – 
Is truth really important to God?

Does it matter to God if we stray from his word?

Look at the example of Paul. Could he be saved in his error?

ACTS 26:9-11 - Indeed, I myself thought I must do many things contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth. 10 This I also did in Jerusalem, and many of the saints I shut up in prison, having received authority from the chief priests; and when they were put to death, I cast my vote against them. 11 And I punished them often in every synagogue and compelled them to blaspheme; and being exceedingly enraged against them, I persecuted them even to foreign cities. 
ACTS 22:16 - And now why are you waiting? Arise and be baptized, and wash away your sins, calling on the name of the Lord.'
