TRUTH – COMMITMENT - 7
MATT. 22:36-39

INTRODUCTION – TEXT – Who is to have first place in our lives according to this passage? If something has first place in our lives then we would usually say we are committed to that person or thing. We all understand the concept of commitment in our lives. We understand the importance of commitment in our marriage to our mate and to our family, we understand the importance of commitment in regard to our job that allows us to provide for our family, we understand the importance of commitment in regard to school and obtaining an education. 

Commitment – to entrust, to commit, the act of pledging, obligating and engaging oneself for a distinctive purpose.

Listen to the advice of the Psalmist – PSA. 37:4-6 – Commitment begins with trust. It is easy for us to say that God has first place in our lives but often times we struggle with the reality of living out that commitment in our day to day lives because we fail to place all our trust in God.
The purpose of our lesson today is to understand what truth the bible reveals about the importance of commitment and what is actually involved in our commitment to God. Open your bibles and let’s begin our study today.
COMMITMENT INVOLVES – 

I. SACRIFICE – We understand the principle of sacrifice because we live in a military area.   Many have given great sacrifices in service to their country.

A. EPH. 5:1-2 – As in all things Christ is our great example of sacrifice.  Usually when we think of sacrifice we think of sacrificing for something of greater value. I.E. - Life of individual for freedom of country.

B. HEB. 9:24-26 – Sacrifice was so great that it only had to be offered once.

C. ROM. 12:1-2 – Since God required sacrifice form his Son what does he require from us?   A living sacrifice.

D. 1 PET. 2:1-5 – We are asked to offer spiritual sacrifices to God.  When is the last time you sacrificed something for the Lord? Time

II. OVERCOMING FEAR – The fear of man is often a great obstacle.
A. 1 SAM. 15:23-24 – Fear can cause us to give into peer pressure.   King Saul did not keep his commitment to God because he feared the people.

B. JN. 9:19-23 – The parents of the man born blind allowed fear to rule over them. They feared being put out of the synagogue.

C. MATT. 10:24-33 – Jesus instructs us to not allow the fear of men to overcome us.

D. REV. 21:7-8 – Note the end result and consequence of fear and cowardice.

III. WORK – Anything worth having is worth working for.
A. 1 TIM. 6:11-12 – Paul instructs Timothy to pursue- fight-lay hold on eternal life.

B. 1 COR. 3:5-9 – We must plant and water the seed which is the word of God (LUKE 8:11).  We will be rewarded according to our labor.

C. MATT. 9:35-38 – Are you committed to the work of the Lord? When is the last time you as a laborer went out to the harvest?

D. GAL. 6:7-10 – We will reap what we sow! The big question we must ask ourselves is what are we sowing?   Things of the flesh or things of the Spirit.
IV. TRUSTING – In the will of the Lord
A. PROV. 3:5 – We must come to the realization that God knows what is best for man.   We must be willing to trust and obey!

B. PROV. 14:12 – Often times we place our trust in self.    That often times turns out to be a big mistake – “There is a way which seems right to a man, but its end is the way of death.”
C. ISA. 55:6-11 – The Lord’s knowledge is far superior to that of man

D. 1 JN. 2:15-17 – Who did the apostle John say would abide forever?  The one who bends his will and submits to do the will of God.

V. ENDURING – Being faithful and overcoming to the end.
A. MATT. 5:10-12 – Jesus warned his disciples they must endure persecution.

B. 2 TIM. 3:10-12 – We must realize the Lord can deliver us.   He is always there to help us.

C. 1 COR. 10:13 – One way the Lord helps us survive is by always providing a way for us to escape, but we must be willing to look for it.

D. REV. 2:10 – Message to the 7 churches of Asia.  Persecution is coming but be faithful, endure and overcome thru persistence and you will receive the crown of life.

CONCLUSION - 

Are you committed to Christ and his kingdom?
Commitment involves – sacrifice – courage – work - trust - endurance.

