TRUTH – CHOICES – 9
JOSHUA 24:1, 15
INTRODUCTION - Each day of our lives is filled with choices, from the time we wake up in the morning until we pillow our head at night.  Our ability to make choices that are pleasing to God is significantly increased if we mold our thoughts to God’s thoughts – ISA. 55:8-9 - “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the LORD. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.” 

When we stop and reflect upon the wisdom of God as viewed through His creation, we are often awestruck by His genius.  God gave man, the crowning point of His creation, the ability to choose.  We recall the account of Adam naming the animals. GEN. 2:19-20  “And out of the ground the LORD God formed every beast of the field, and every fowl of the air; and brought them unto Adam to see what he would call them: and whatsoever Adam called every living creature, that was the name thereof And Adam gave names to all cattle, and to the fowl of the air, and to every beast of the field; but for Adam there was not found an help meet for him.” 

JOSH. 24:1,15 - Shortly before his death Joshua gave his farewell address to the children of Israel. Included in his remarks are these famous words, “But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.”
The Israelites were called upon to make a choice between “the gods” of human invention or the Lord God who had preserved them by delivering them and bringing them out of Egyptian bondage – JOSH. 24:5-10.
We like Joshua and the Israelites must make choices also.   Choices are a part of life in the flesh that we cannot escape.   We have to make choices everyday!   There are essentially two major choices in life and that is the choice to do right or to do that which is wrong. Whether I choose to do good or evil all my choices have consequences and so do all of yours. The purpose of this lesson is to examine what the truth reveals about some of the choices we must make in this life.

CHOICES THAT WE MAKE:

I. CHOICE OF TWO FOUNDATIONS – 

A. MATT. 7:24-27 – We can choose to build on the rock or on the sand.  It is up to the individual.   No one else can build for you.

B. DEUT. 32:3-4 – We can choose the foundation of rock, truth, justice and righteousness or we can choose the sinking quick sand of Satan.

C. PSA. 18:1-3 – The Psalmist repeatedly called the Lord his rock which implies that he is the firm foundation on which to build our hope.
II. CHOICE OF TWO WALKS – 

A. 2 COR. 5:7 – We can either choose to walk by faith or to walk by sight.

B. HEB. 11:6 – We should choose to walk by faith because without faith we cannot possibly please God.

C. ROM. 10:17 – Our faith comes from hearing the word of God.

D. PROV. 14:12 – Many choose to walk by sight only to find out to late they have taken the wrong path.

III. CHOICE OF TWO ROADS TO FOLLOW – 

A. MATT. 7:13-14 – The narrow road or the broad way.
B. HEB. 11:7 – Which road did Noah choose?

C. GEN. 6:5-6 - Which road did most everyone else choose?   The road that led away from God.  GEN. 7:13-16 – The Lord shut Noah and his family and the animals in the ark.

IV. CHOICE OF TWO CLASSES OF PEOPLE TO BE A PART OF – 
A. ROM. 6:16-18 – We make our choice to fall into one of these two categories.  Servant or slave of sin to death or servant or slave of obedience unto righteousness.
B. 2 THESS. 1:7-9 – Consequences of making the wrong choice are severe and eternal.  Note the choice of those not obeying the gospel.
C. REV. 2:10 – If we choose to be servant of obedience unto righteousness then we can choose to be faithful unto death.

V. CHOICE OF TWO DEATHS – Have you ever heard people make a statement about they wish they could choose how they die? Usually are talking about the physical death.
A. REV. 14:13 – We can die in the Lord.   This is choice is totally up to you the individual.

B. JN. 8:24 – Or we can die out of the Lord. We can die in Christ or die in our sins

C. PHIL. 1:21 – How was Paul able to say that to die is gain?   Because Paul made the choice to die in the Lord – ACTS 22:16
VI. CHOICE OF TWO PLACES TO SPEND ETERNITY – 

A. 1 PET. 1:3-5 – One place is called heaven the other place is called hell.

B. REV. 21:22-22:5 – One place is described as a place of beauty, bliss, and blessings.

C. MATT. 25:41- Description of hell given by Jesus.

D. MATT. 25:46 – Everlasting punishment or eternal life

CONCLUSION – 

Life is filled with choices!!!

All choices have consequences.

Choose life – DEUT. 30:19 - I call heaven and earth as witnesses today against you, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing; therefore choose life, that both you and your descendants may live

How do I choose life?
