LET US STRIVE TO ATTAIN

LAMENTATIONS 3:40-41
INTRODUCTION – As we ponder the accomplishments or failures of 2013 we need to begin to consider what we will do with our opportunities in 2014. Hopefully as Christians we have some of the same objectives. The purpose of this lesson is to let us consider some common goals we should strive to attain in the coming year.

TEXT – LAM. 3:40-41 - Let us search out and examine our ways, And turn back to the LORD; 41 Let us lift our hearts and hands To God in heaven.
The prophet by inspiration uses the phrase “let us” we want to look at this phrase and how it is used in the Bible in our study today.

LET US – 

I. STRIVE FOR PERFECTION – 

A. HEB. 6:1 – Let us go on to perfection which implies that we need to grow in our faith during the upcoming year.  It also implies this is a process.   We can not go on to something that we are not seeking. When it comes to the maturity the bible speaks about how do we obtain this perfection?

B. HEB. 12:1 – We need to lay aside sin and run with endurance the race set before us looking to Jesus.  How do we get rid of sin as the children of God?

C. HEB. 12:28 – Let us have grace.   It is only by the grace of God that we can have the forgiveness of our sins. The only way we can serve God acceptably is because of his grace.

D. 1 JN. 3:18 – If we seek to serve God acceptably it cannot just be in word or tongue but in deed and truth.

E. 1 JN. 4:7 – If we truly seek perfection we must exemplify it by displaying our love for one another.   Let us love one another.

F. HEB. 4:16 – If we desire to seek perfection it cannot be done without boldly coming to the throne of his grace in prayer.

II. HOLD FAST OUR CONFESSION – 

A. HEB. 4:14 – Let us hold fast our confession.  We need to be faithful in our confession because Jesus is faithful to us.

B. HEB. 10:22-24 – It is thru holding fast that we draw near to God and that we encourage one another to be involved in love and good works.

C. HEB. 4:1-2, 11 – Let us fear that we might not enter into that rest and allow it to motivate us to diligence. 

D. GAL. 6:9-10 - How do we endure and hold fast to the end?

E. PSA. 96:1-7 – We cannot hold fast if we do not worship God so let us sing-shout thanks – worship and bow down to God.

F. ISA. 1:18 – If we will reason with God he will take care of our sins.

III. RETURN TO THE LORD – 

A. HOSEA 6:1-3 – What if we have not been faithful to the Lord?  Then let us return to the Lord. How?

B. ROM. 13:12 – Let us cast off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light.

C. ROM. 14:19 – Let us pursue the things that make for peace.

D. GAL. 5:25-26 – If we live in the Spirit let us also walk in the Spirit.

E. 1 THESS. 5:6-8 – Let us not sleep but let us watch and be sober

F. ECCL. 12:13 – Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter…

CONCLUSION – 

Are you seeking to be perfected in Christ? 

Are you holding fast to your confession?

Are you willing to return to the Lord? 

