TRUTH - ABOUT MEN IN THE CHURCH

NUMBERS 14:36-38
INTRODUCTION – In our text we see that God has always used men in a position of leadership among his people.   We also want to note that some men always seem to refuse to do things according to God’s instructions.  The truth is that only two of the twelve were men who displayed the proper type of leadership desired by God and needed among his people.

The church is the people of God today and the truth is that God stills uses men and expects them to provide leadership and instructions to his people. But just as in the days of Moses there are men who display the proper type of character and are willing to submit to Christ as the head of the church, those who love the truth and are not willing to compromise it at any cost and then there are those men who display the type of character that is not needed in the church.
The purpose of this lesson is to look at the characteristics of men that the church does not need.

CHARACTERISTICS NOT NEEDED:

I. MISREPRESENT THE TRUTH – 

A. ACTS 5:1-10 – Men like Ananias who are liars.

B. EPH. 4:21-25 – We cannot retain the former conduct of our old man.

C. COL. 3:9 – Listen to the exhortations of Paul to the Christians at Colossae 

D. 2 PET. 2:1-3 – All a false teacher does is misrepresents the truth.

E. 2 PET. 3:1-6 - Peter gives us an example of those misrepresenting the truth vs. 4.  Was this statement true?

II. LOVE THE WORLD – 

A. 1 JN. 2:15-17 – The church does not need men who say they love God but really love the world. We are consistently taught by the word of God that there is great danger in loving the world.

B. MATT. 26:14-16 – Example of Judas betraying Christ for 30 pieces of silver.

C. 2 TIM. 4:10 – Why did Demas forsake Paul?

D. JAMES 4:4 – When we choose to be a friend of the world we then become the enemy of God.

E. LUKE 12:15 – Those who love the world buy into the myth that a man’s life does consist of the things he possesses.

F. COL. 3:1-2 – The Lord’s church needs men whose affections are set on things above and not on the things of this earth.
III. HYPOCRITES - 
A. COL. 1:18 – A hypocrite gives Christ part time preeminence – Sunday only.

B. MATT. 6:1-5 – Jesus condemns hypocrisy.

C. MATT. 15:7-9 – Jesus gives us the definition of a hypocrite.  Men who are hypocrites can lead the churches so far away from God that there worship is in vain and Christ removes the candlestick

D. 1 SAM. 15:3, 9, 13, 19-24 – Compromise is a form of hypocrisy.  Why did Saul compromise? He feared the people..   
E. MATT. 10:28 - We need men who fear God and are not fearful of the of the consequences of faithfully following God

CONCLUSION – 

God only needs a few good men!!   I.E. – Joshua-Caleb

Are we the type of men God would have us to be?

What type of character do we display? Positive or Negative

