THE TRUTH ABOUT WOMEN IN THE CHURCH

ACTS 9:36-39 - TEXT

INTRODUCTION – Many today feel that the Bible relegates women to a type of second class citizenship in the kingdom of God.  What is the truth about women in the church?   What does the Bible teach about the role of women?  I.E. – Dorcas - Tabitha

Just as in the case with men when we noted the teachings of the bible there are some women that are need in the Lord’s church and some that are not.  Let us open our Bibles and begin our study by looking at women that are not needed and then we will conclude our lesson by looking at women that are needed in the Lord’s church today.

THE TRUTH ABOUT WOMEN IN THE CHURCH – 

I. WOMEN NOT NEEDED – 
A. WOMEN WHO LOOK BACK – 

a. GEN. 19:17-26 – Why. did Lot’s wife look back?  Look to the present and the future time we have to serve God. Do not waste your life looking back at what we lost or what could have been.

b. PHIL. 3:13-14 – Note the example of Paul. Listen to these truths from God.   Forget the past and press on.

c. 2 PET. 2:20-22 – Peter warns us there is great danger in looking back into the world.  We can become entangled again in it.
B. WOMEN WHO DISCOURAGE THEIR HUSBANDS – 

a. JOB 2:9 – Job was trying with all his might to remain faithful to God he was engaged in a great struggle with Satan and needed the help of his wife and look what he got – curse God and die!

b. PROV. 21:9; 25:24 – Nothing can kill the spirit of a good man quicker than a nagging, contentious, discouraging wife.

c. PROV. 27:15 – What does a continual dripping suggest? Constantly and consistently dripping gets on our nerves.

C. WOMEN WHO ARE QUARRELSOME – 

a. PHIL. 4:2 – Euodia and Syntyche apparently they were quarreling and having problems so Paul urges them to be of the same mind, to agree in the Lord, to live in harmony.

b. ROM. 14:19 – Pursue the things that make for peace not things which can cause a problem in the Lord’s church.
c. MATT. 5:9 – “Blessed are the peacemakers for they shall be called the children of God.”
II. WOMEN NEEDED – 

A. WOMEN WHO TEACH – 

a. 2 TIM. 1:5 – Women who teach their children like Eunice and Lois

b. TITUS 2:3-4 – Women who teach younger women to love their husbands and their children.

c. ACTS 18:24-28 – Example of Priscilla being involved in the teaching of Apollos in a private setting.
B. WOMEN WITH THE PROPER PRIORITIES – 

a. PROV. 31:30 – The woman who fears God is to praised because she has the proper priorities.

b. LUKE 10:38-42 – Mary made the proper choice when it came to her priorities.  She sat at the feet of Jesus and heard his word. She put Jesus first. The next few scriptures we are going to examine give many women problems but I would suggest it is because they have not put God first yet.  If they make the big decision to put him first then everything else will fall into place.

c. TITUS 2:5 – First priority for a wife is to be a homemaker (manage the home – 1 TIM. 5:13-14).   It does not matter what else she accomplishes in this life according to the standards of the world if she fails in this endeavor it will have eternal consequences for her soul and those of her household.

C. WOMEN WHO RESPECT THEIR HUSBANDS – 

a. COL. 3:18 – Wives are commanded by God to submit to their husbands.  To their headship and their authority in the home. The godly wife will submit to her husband as is fitting in the Lord. Note for the husbands it is much easier to submit to one who is truly respected because he loves his wife as Christ loves the church.

b. TITUS 2:5 – Women are needed who respect their husbands and are willing to obey them.
c. GEN. 2:18 – From the beginning the wife has been a helper for her husband who was comparable to him.  Soul has same value in the sight of God.  The woman who loves her husband wants to help him be the best man he can possibly be.  A godly woman can be the greatest asset a man can have in this life and nothing should be more valuable and precious to him.

d. PROV. 31:10-12 – The virtuous women as described in the word of God is a wife who is invaluable to her husband and to her children. 

CONCLUSION – 

Are you a godly example?

Do you have the proper priorities?

Are you willing to fulfill the role given to you by God in the church and in the home?
