TRUTH – ABOUT MARRIAGE

HEBREWS 13:4 

INTRODUCTION – Through the doctrines, philosophies, and teachings of men the truth revealed about marriage in the Bible has been blurred.   Can we understand the truth revealed by God about marriage? The truth revealed by the bible out this subject is very clear.   The purpose of our lesson today is to look at the word of God and see what God would have us to know about this important subject.  TEXT – Marriage is a relationship that is viewed by God as honorable.  What does God desire for us to know about this sacred institution?
TRUTH - ABOUT MARRIAGE:
I. GOD IS THE AUTHOR OF MARRIAGE – 

A. GEN. 2:18 – God said, “It is not good for man to be alone.”  Did God know what he was talking about? Yes, man is a social being and his life is enhanced by having a proper companion.   God said, “I will make a help meet for him” the Hebrew word translated help meet suggests a counter part or a helper comparable to him. 

II. GOD MADE WOMAN FOR MAN – How do we act when someone makes something special for us?
A. GEN. 2:21-23 – Woman was created for man so man would not be alone.   Man needed a companion and woman is ideally suited for man because she is “bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh. She is woman which means in the Hebrew – ishshah - means “she man.” She is also a help meet or counterpart. She compliments man emotionally, physically, and psychologically.
B. 1 COR. 11:7-9 – Paul in illustrating the headship of man states that man is in the image and glory of God while woman is the glory of man since God made woman for man.   She alone is the creation of God suitable to meet all the needs of man from an emotional, anatomical and psychological standpoint.
C. GEN. 1:26-28 – This also implies that imply put God did not create man for man or woman for woman.   Same sex marriage in the eyes of God is a perversion of the marriage commands.

III. MARRIAGE IS EXCLUSIVE – 

A. GEN. 2:24 – Marriage as ordained by God involves one man and one woman.  This eliminates homosexuality as well as polygamy. Marriage from the beginning was monogamous and God was not pleased with polygamy.

B. MATT. 19:5 – In marriage there is also a need to set up your own household.  To leave and to cleave (be joined) to his wife.   If you are not ready to leave and cleave you are not ready to be married.

IV. PURPOSE OF MARRIAGE – Twofold- physical and spiritual
A. 1 COR. 7:2 – The ideal marriage is both physical and spiritual.  Listen to the warning of Paul – “to avoid fornication let every man have his own wife amd woman have her own husband.

B. 1 COR. 7:3-4, 9 – The sexual aspect of marriage is not ignored by the scriptures.

C. GEN. 1:28; 1 TIM. 2:15 – Marriage is also for the producing of children.

D. EPH. 6:4 – Marriage is best suited for the spiritual nurturing of children. The ideal marriage involves not only the physical considerations we have already discussed but the spiritual compatibility of the man and woman in the marriage relationship. Hopefully both are Christians as that would be the best case scenario.
V. HEADSHIP IN MARRIAGE – 

A. COL. 3:17-21 – All relationships must have structure in order to properly function and marriage is no exception. The truth states that everyone should submit to God. Does everyone do it? No, and what are the results? The same thing happens in marriage when each partner does not submit to the role God desires for them to fulfill in their relationship.  

B. EPH. 5:22-24, 6:1-4 – In the Bible the husband is the head and the wife is to be in subjection and the children are to obey their parents in the Lord.

C. 1 COR. 11:3 – The Bible is clear about headship but in many cases today the American family is in direct opposition to God’s teaching regarding marriage. Often times the blame lies at the feet of men who lack leadership abilities or they or just unwilling to use them.  As a result young boys are growing up in a home where biblical leadership is not practiced and yes that is true even in the Lord’s church.   It is becoming more and more prevalent that men who are Christians, preachers and elders do not rule their own homes. – 1 TIM. 3:4 – “one who rules his own house well.”
VI. LONGEVITY IN MARRIAGE – 

A. MATT. 19:6 – Note what Jesus teaches as he alludes to and reinstates the original marriage given by God, “Let not man separate”

B. ROM. 7:2 - The apostle Paul taught till death do us part.

C. MATT. 19:9 – The only exception to the continuance of the marriage bond is adultery.  The innocent mate has the right to severe the marriage bond based on the fornication of their mate.

D. It is sad to see so many marriages today ending in divorce. It is becoming more and more uncommon to witness 35-40-50 year anniversaries.   Why is that so?  Because the truth that God has revealed about marriage is being ignored.
CONCLUSION – 

Marriage is ordained of God.

When we follow God’s instructions it will result in a fulfilling relationship.

Are you submitting to God in every aspect of your life?
