BUILDING CHARACTER THROUGH COMPASSION

LUKE 10:30-37 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – We live in a society very similar to one described in our text for the lesson.  One that is not willing to stop and take the time to lend a helping hand to one in need.  Have you ever wondered why we are not moved at the suffering of others?  The answer is simple we have lost our sense of compassion.

Vines defines compassion as – to have pity, a feeling of distress through the ills of others.

Strong states it is closely akin to mercy, the outward manifestation of pity, the ability to feel sympathy or pity.

Why is compassion important?  It is important because if we can build hearts of compassion then it will generate godly character in our lives.  Compassion is the character of God’s holy ones.

FOUR WAYS TO BUILD CHARACTER THROUGH COMPASSION:

1. COMPASSION IS THE CHARACTER OF CARING
A. God’s elect have received compassion

JN. 3:16-17 – For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. 17 For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved

a. God’s example of compassion shows us that it gives and it saves

b. PSA. 86:15 - But You, O Lord, are a God full of compassion, and gracious, Longsuffering and abundant in mercy and truth. 

c. PSA. 145:8 - The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, Slow to anger and great in mercy. 

B. We must be able to display compassion

a. HEB. 10:34 - for you had compassion on me in my chains, and joyfully accepted the plundering of your goods, knowing that you have a better and an enduring possession for yourselves in heaven
b. 1 PET. 3:8 - Finally, all of you be of one mind, having compassion for one another; love as brothers, be tenderhearted, be courteous;
2. COMPASSION IS THE CHARACTER OF EVANGELISM
A. MATT. 9:35-38 - Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every disease among the people. 36 But when He saw the multitudes, He was moved with compassion for them, because they were weary and scattered, like sheep having no shepherd. 37 Then He said to His disciples, "The harvest truly is plentiful, but the laborers are few. 38 Therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest." All of us need to be involved in evangelism – laborers are needed do we have compassion for the lost.
B. LUKE 15:1-7 - Then all the tax collectors and the sinners drew near to Him to hear Him. 2 And the Pharisees and scribes murmured, saying, "This man receives sinners and eats with them." 3 So He spoke this parable to them, saying: 4 What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he loses one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness, and go after the one which is lost until he finds it? 5 And when he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing. 6 And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, 'Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep which was lost!' 7 I say to you that likewise there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine just persons who need no repentance. Do we care and express compassion for those of our very number that are lost – they need someone to go look for them, can you help?

C. 1 COR. 9:19-22 – Notice the attitude of the apostle Paul - For though I am free from all men, I have made myself a servant to all, that I might win the more; 20 and to the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might win Jews; to those who are under the law, as under the law, that I might win those who are under the law; 21 to those who are without law, as without law (not being without law toward God, but under law toward Christ), that I might win those who are without law; 22 to the weak I became as weak, that I might win the weak. I have become all things to all men, that I might by all means save some.
D. ACTS 20:17-20 – Did Paul express compassion for those whom he had served in the gospel? From Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called for the elders of the church. 18 And when they had come to him, he said to them: "You know, from the first day that I came to Asia, in what manner I always lived among you, 19 serving the Lord with all humility, with many tears and trials which happened to me by the plotting of the Jews; 20 how I kept back nothing that was helpful, but proclaimed it to you, and taught you publicly and from house to house, 
3. COMPASSION IS THE CHARACTER OF FORGIVENESS
A. MATT. 18:21-35 – Even though the bible is clear about having compassion and being willing to forgive others often times brethren hold grudges for years and make the statement that I can never forgive them for what they have done!
B. LUKE 6:27-28 - "But I say to you who hear: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 28 bless those who curse you, and pray for those who spitefully use you. 

C. LUKE 6:35-36 - But love your enemies, do good, and lend, hoping for nothing in return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High. For He is kind to the unthankful and evil. 36 Therefore be merciful, just as your Father also is merciful. 

D. MATT. 6:14-15 - "For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. 15 But if you do not forgive men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses. How much compassion and mercy do we want extended to us?

4. COMPASSION IS THE CHARACTER OF HELPING THE LESS FORTUNATE 

A. MARK 1:40-42 - Then a leper came to Him, imploring Him, kneeling down to Him and saying to Him, "If You are willing, You can make me clean." 41 And Jesus, moved with compassion, put out His hand and touched him, and said to him, "I am willing; be cleansed." 42 As soon as He had spoken, immediately the leprosy left him, and he was cleansed
B. ISA. 1:16-17 - Wash yourselves, make yourselves clean; Put away the evil of your doings from before My eyes.Cease to do evil, Learn to do good; Seek justice, Rebuke the oppressor; Defend the fatherless, Plead for the widow. 

C. LUKE 10:33-35 - But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was. And when he saw him, he had compassion. 34 So he went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine; and he set him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. 35 On the next day, when he departed, he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said to him, 'Take care of him; and whatever more you spend, when I come again, I will repay you.
D. MATT. 7:12 - Therefore, whatever you want men to do to you, do also to them, for this is the Law and the Prophets. 
CONCLUSION – 

Do we have hearts of compassion?

Do we need to repent because compassion has not been part of our character as a Christian?

God has compassion and expressed it to us by the gift of his Son – Jesus.
