TRUTH ABOUT CAPITAL PUNISHMENT
EXODUS 20:13; DEUTERONOMY 5:17
INTRODUCTION – The subject of capital punishment or the death penalty is often an emotionally charged subject.  Whenever an execution is imminent questions are often raised.  Should capital punishment be acceptable in a civilized society? Is it morally right for a government to administer capital punishment?  How do we find the answers to such questions?   We need to always turn to the word of God and listen carefully to what he says to us. The purpose of our lesson today is to look for these important answers seeking the truth about capital punishment or the death penalty.  So let’s open our bibles and begin our study.
EX 20:13; DEUT. 5:17 - "You shall not murder.”   Law of Moses clearly states you shall not murder.

I. ORIGIN OF CAPITAL PUNISHMENT – 
A. GEN. 4:13-15 – Before the flood capital punishment apparently did not exist as Cain received protection from God.

B. GEN. 6:11-12 – By the time of Noah the corruption and violence of man is mentioned and that it had filled the earth.  Could this be the consequence of a society not having capital punishment? It appears the before the flood people took God’s word to Cain as a license to kill without consequence.
C. GEN. 6:13 – God’s solution for the wholesale corruption and violence was capital punishment on a mass scale.
D. GEN. 9:5-6 – After the flood man is immediately given an awesome responsibility by God.  Man who is created in the image of God is charged to execute justice and righteousness in the form of capital punishment if one is guilty of murder.  So capital punishment began in the patriarchal age.
E. EX. 21:12-14 – In the times of Moses the law was clear that murder was against the commands of God and the guilty party was to have his life taken.

F. ROM. 13:1-7 – What about today?  God declares to us the government which is appointed by God is given the right to execute judgment and take the life of a murderer.

II. NATURE OF GOD – 

A. DEUT. 19:4-10 - In the eyes of God all killing is not murder.  God makes allowances for the person who kills someone accidentally.
B. PROV. 1:11-16 – Murder is described for us by the wise man.

C. 1 JN. 3:11-15 – The first murder that we have record of in the Bible is when Cain murdered Abel.   God‘s word is clear that no murderer has eternal life.

D. ROM. 11:22 – Men often appeal to God’s love and mercy as a reason to oppose capital punishment as the right of civil government.   God is indeed love but this verse also shows the severity of God as well as his goodness.

E. ACTS 25:11 – We have the example of Paul who was freely willing to suffer the death penalty if he were guilty of a capital offense because he recognized the government has the right to bear the sword because it is the minister of God.
III. WHY IS CAPITAL PUNISHMENT NEEDED?
A. PROV. 30:5 – The scriptures demand it. It is a command of God!!! The question is do we really trust that God’s instructions are really for our own good.

B. ECCL. 8:11 – The welfare of our society demands it. Capital punishment works if it is carried out according to God’s word – quickly.

C. ROM. 7:12 – Paul said the law given by God was holy, just and good. It teaches us what is sinful.

D. DEUT. 32:4 – Because the God of truth, righteousness, and justice says we need it.

E. ARGUMENT – Why capital punishment but not abortion?  Is there an inconsistency if we are pro capital punishment but anti-abortion? The explanation is found in the matters of guilt and innocence and the “sword” of the government.

a. LUKE 23:39-41 – Does guilt or innocence make a difference as to the justification of being put to death?   The thief on the cross thought so…..”we receive the due rewards of our deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong.”  

b. PROV. 6:17 – One of the 7 things that are abominable to God is the shedding of innocent blood….while on the other hand there is a use of the sword in execution that is not in vain.  The thief recognized they were getting what they deserved from the government.

c. ROM. 13:3-4 – This scripture teaches that civil government is executing wrath with a sword on the evil doer as a minister of God.  God has ordained the government to punish evil doers even putting them to death while the slaughter of innocent children by abortion is a thing that God abhors.   While the putting to death of criminals by the civil government is not only permitted, it is one of their God given purposes for existing 
CONCLUSION – 

The subject of capital punishment is discussed in the Bible.

The Bible clearly teaches that government has the authority from God to exercise the death penalty?

When you stand before God what will you receive?

The sentence of death or life.

