TRUTH – ABOUT BEING THANKFUL

LUKE 17:11-17
INTRODUCTION – The ability to express appreciation, gratitude, and being thankful seems sometimes in our society today to be a lost art.  It is sad to say that oftentimes as Christians we fail to be as thankful as we should.  READ TEXT
Do you thank God enough for all the he has done and continues to do in our lives?  Just as in our scripture reading it is easy to not pause and take the time to say thank you. Only one out of ten lepers returned to Jesus to give thanks for their deliverance from this dreaded disease.  As children of God we have been delivered from sin, death, and destruction, but how thankful are we?

The purpose of this lesson is to examine and see if we have anything to be thankful for?

BEING THANKFUL – 

I. SALVATION AND APPRECIATION – The value of a house usually appreciates over an extended period of time.  This is just another way of stating its value increases as time goes by.  Does the value of God in my life grow greater with each passing year?  Or do I just take God and my salvation for granted?
A. ROM. 5:6-11 – We should be thankful to God for the manifestation of his love toward us. Even in our undeserving state God loved us. Oftentimes in this life the more we love someone the more we seem to take them for granted and we become less likely to express our gratitude.  Do we rejoice that God loved us while we were yet sinners?  Do we rejoice that we have been reconciled to God?

B. EPH. 1:3-7 – Are we thankful to God for his plan for redeeming man? We need to be thankful to God for making redemption (forgiveness of sins) possible!  Are we thankful for his grace (favor) toward us?
C. 1 JN. 2:1-2 – Are we thankful to God for his Son being our advocate and the propitiation for our sins.  Jesus is the means whereby our sins are covered and remitted.  Are we thankful to Jesus?

D. JN. 14:15 – There is no greater way to show we are thankful for our salvation than to obey the commandments of Jesus.  “If you love me keep my commandments.”
E. HEB. 5:8-9 – Jesus is the leader, author, and captain of our eternal salvation if we obey him.

II. ARE WE THANKFUL FOR THE TRUTH?
A. TITUS 1:1-4 – We should be thankful to God for the truth because it reveals godliness to us gives us the hope of heaven, and the word is manifested thru the preaching of the gospel.

B. HEB. 9:11-16 – Are we thankful that the blood of Christ was shed so he could be the mediator of a new covenant?  The death of Christ had to take place so the New Testament could be in force.

C. JN. 1:17 – The old law came thru Moses, but grace and truth came thru Christ.  Are we thankful for the truth?

D. JN. 8:31-32 – We must abide in the truth to be his disciples indeed.  The truth and the truth alone can asset us free. Are we thankful for the revelation of God’s truth?

E. EPH. 1:13 – Are you thankful you can hear the word of truth – the gospel – which relates to us the good news about salvation? 

F. ACTS 2:41 – Those who gladly received the word were baptized.  Are you thankful for the word? Do you gladly receive it?
III. ARE WE THANKFUL FOR THE CHURCH?
A. COL. 3:15 – Are you thankful you are a part of the body?

B. EPH. 1:22-23 – Are you thankful that Christ is the head of this one body – the church?  Do we gladly serve King Jesus?

C. 1 TIM. 3:15 – Are we thankful to be a part of the household or family of God?

D. 1 PET. 4:16 - Are we thankful we can glorify God by wearing the name – Christian?

E. EPH. 3:21 – Are we thankful that glory is given to God in the church thru Christ?

CONCLUSION – 

How are we doing when it comes to being thankful?

Are you thankful for the truth?

Are you thankful for the salvation available in Christ?
Are you thankful for the church?
