DO WE NEED BETTER THINGS
EXODUS 14:12-14
INTRODUCTION - 
When you look at the title to our study you might say sure and have in mind a better house, car or phone. These are the type of things we often get into discussions in this life about what is better. Which is better Apple, cherry or pecan pie? Which is the better car Ford or Chevrolet? Who has the better team Alabama or Notre Dame? What is the better smart phone apple or android? In these matters it really comes down to our own personal choice as to what we decide. But when it comes to our spiritual priorities we need to listen to what God has instructed us as to what is actually better. If we refuse to do so we very well could make an incorrect assumption or choice – READ – TEXT – EX. 14:12-14 – What did the Israelites think was better? Were they correct? NO!!!

The purpose of this lesson is for us to consider the things that God states as being better and hopefully we will see the need for them in our lives. If we do so this will help us shape our priorities in a fashion that is pleasing to God. I.E. – G.E. – Brings better things to life – actually God brings better things to life if we will listen and obey
BETTER THINGS – 

I. MAN SAYS GET RICH – GOD SAYS THERE ARE MANY THINGS BETTER THAN RICHES – 
A. PSA. 119:72 – The Law of God is better than any amount of money. 

B. PROV. 3:13-14 – Wisdom and understanding are better than silver or gold.

C. PROV. 8:10-11 – We need to understand the true value of receiving instruction.

D. PROV. 16:16 – What did Solomon think was better? Remember what he requested from God? Wisdom

E. PROV. 22:1 – A good name that is identified with honesty, integrity, trustworthy, and a diligent worker. In ECCL. 7:1 – The wise man recorded that a good name is better than precious ointment than great riches. 
II. BETTER TO TRUST IN GOD – MAN – 

A. PSA. 118:8-9 – Why are so many people distraught about the condition of our nation economically, morally, and politically speaking because all there trust is in man and his wisdom to solve these problems? It is because we leave God out of the picture. Remember God is in control.

B. 1 SAM. 15:22 – Where did Saul place his trust? How did that turn out for him?  Do we think we can make the same mistake and get a different outcome? Do not be foolish – trust God

III. BETTER NOT TO MAKE A PROMISE THAN TO MAKE ONE AND NOT KEEP IT – 

A. ECCL. 5:2-5 – Better not to vow than to vow and not keep it – I.E. – Marriage – You took a vow and you better keep it.

B. 1 THESS. 5:24 – Jesus is our great example as he was faithful to do what he promised. If we make a promise we must endeavor to keep it because when God says he will do something he will always do it!

IV. LOVE THAT REBUKES IS BETTER THAN A LOVE THAT KEEPS QUITE –
A. PROV. 27:5 – A person who truly loves us will always seek to be truthful with us even if it is something we do not want to hear. It will be something we need to hear!
B. ECCL. 7:5 – Better to hear rebuke than to hear the songs of a fool (praise).
C. REV. 3:19 – Jesus speaking to the 7 churches of Asia states his love for the church in Laodicea even as he rebukes her indifference. The rebuke is usually tied to the request to repent. 

V. RULING YOUR SPIRIT IS BETTER THAN RULING A CITY – 

A. PROV. 16:32 – Better to rule your spirit than to rule a city. God glorifies the spiritually strong – one who can control himself and his emotions – is able to exercise self control.

B. PROV. 16:19 – Better to be of a humble spirit than have a proud and haughty one
VI. TWO ARE BETTER THAN ONE – 

A. ECCL. 4:7-12 – The wise man teaches us the value of the husband- wife relationship. 

B. PROV. 17:17 – A friend loves at all times and will stick with us thru adversity.

C. PROV. 27:9 – Friends give us enjoyment and encouragement.

VII. THE END OF A THING IS BETTER THAN ITS BEGINNING – 

A. ECCL. 7:8 – The end of a thing can be better than its beginning if we learn to exercise patience – I.E. - Farmer’s crop – Clear the land, prepare the soil, plant the seed, cultivate the crop and finally the harvest.

B. PROV. 22:6 – This can be true in regard to raising children.

C. PROV. 29:17 – Correct your child and he will give you rest. Some parents want things to get better at home (peace) now so they are not willing to correct them now. Better to correct them now and have peace later.
D. 1 PET. 1:3-9 – Same is true n regard to our spiritual growth. Sometimes we must endure now so we can enjoy eternal life later. It is not pleasant when we are going thru these trials but once we pass thru the end is better than the beginning.
VIII. HEAVEN IS BETTER THAN HELL – 

A. MARK 9:42-47 – Jesus is trying to get us to see the urgency in understanding how much better heaven is then hell. What do you think is better? Is that choice reflected in your life?

IX. BETTER TO SUFFER FOR GOOD – THAN TO SUFFER FOR EVIL
A. 1 PET. 3:17 – If we suffer for making the right choices then we will be blessed.
X. BETTER NOT TO KNOW THE WAY OF RIGHTEOUSNESS  - 

A. 2 PET. 2:21 – Listen to the inspired words of Peter – It is better not to know the way of righteousness than to know it and turn from it. Is that your condition? Do you know better? 

CONCLUSION – 

Which is better to die in the Lord or outside the Lord?

What is your condition today?

Align your priorities with what God says is better

