DO WE NEED TO GROW SPIRITUALLY?
PSALM 1:1-3
INTRODUCTION – When we first enter the world we are extremely dependent upon on others. We need parents or others who will provide food for us so we can continue our physical growth process. We understand without the proper physical nourishment we will die.
When we render obedience to the gospel and are baptized into Christ for the forgiveness of our sins we also begin a spiritual growth process (born again) and if we do not grow spiritually our faith will never reach maturity in Christ and our faith could be in danger of dying.

Read Text – How do we become this blessed man of God? One that is strong and bears fruit?  We must grow spiritually.  We cannot remain in spiritual infancy all our lives

The purpose of our lesson today is to examine three reasons we need to grow spiritually in our lives.

DO WE NEED TO GROW SPIRITUALLY? 
I. HOW IMPORTANT IS IT TO GROW SPIRITUALLY?  We usually find the time to do things that are important.
A. 2 PET. 3:17-18 – Spiritual growth is so important that we are commanded by God to grow. It is not an option. When we as individuals grow then the church will grow.

B. Perfection or maturity is set forth as the goal for every Christian – 

a. 1 COR. 14:20 – Paul instructs the Christians at Corinth to not be children but be mature in the faith.

b. EPH. 4:11-16 – Paul describes for the brethren at Ephesus the perfect, complete, and mature man that God desires for all of us to become.

c. COL. 4:12 – Paul mentions Epaphras who is praying for the brethren at Colossae that they may be perfect and complete.

C. The NT rebukes those who are not growing spiritually – 
a. 1 COR. 3:1-4 – Paul rebukes the brethren at Corinth for not growing and being worldly minded.

b. HEB. 5:12-14 – Time and growth should go hand in hand, but these brethren had not used their time effectively.

D. We are told the destiny of those who grow and those who don’t – 

a. 2 PET. 1:5-11 – For those who grow your calling and election is made sure.

b. LUKE 13:6-9 – For those who do not the Lord is patient but if we fail to grow and produce fruit we will be cut-off.

II. WHAT CAN WE DO TO ENHANCE OUR GROWTH?
A. 1 PET. 2:1-3 – Earnestly desire to diligently study the word.

B. We must allow Christ to live in us – 

a. JN. 15:1-8 – The word of God must first abide in us if we are to bear fruit.

b. GAL. 2:20 – If Christ is to live in me then I must sacrifice my will.

c. 1 JN. 2:6 – If Christ lives in us then we will love as Christ loved us.

C. We need to pray for growth – 

a. COL. 1:9-12 – We cannot grow without God’s help so we need to ask for it!

D. We need to spend time with other Christians – 

a. HEB. 10:24-25 – In the assemblies. Do you take advantage of every opportunity to worship, study and grow?

b. HEB. 3:12-13 – Exhort one another daily outside the assemblies.

c. PROV. 13:20 – Listen to the advice of the wise man who tells us to hang around good people.

III. WHAT ARE SOME OBSTACLES TO OUR GROWTH?
A. GAL. 5:22-24 – Some have never put self (old man) to death. Until I die to self and put God’s will ahead of my own I will not be capable of growing as I should. My growth will be stunted until I crucify the flesh with its passions desires and begin to live in the spirit.
B. Some are still in love with the things of this world – 

a. LUKE 8:4-8, 14 – In this parable the seed which is the word of God was choked out by the cares, riches, and pleasures of this life and so they brought forth no fruit to maturity. Does that describe our problem today?  Is that why we are not growing as we should and why the church is not growing as it should? If so we need to repent!!!

b. JAMES 4:4 – James warns us to not become the friend of the world because first we are the friend of the world and then we fall in love with the world.
c. 1 JN. 2:15-17 – John the apostle of love warns us to not love the world or the things in the world.

CONCLUSION – 

Do we need to grow spiritually? YES!!!

Is spiritual growth something that is important to you?

Are you busy doing the things that will help you grow spiritually?

