SOUL WINNING WISDOM

TEXT - PROVERBS 11:30; COL. 4:5-6

INTRODUCTION – Paul instructs us to walk in wisdom toward them that are without – We might well ask without what?  HEB. 11:6 – Without faith it is impossible to please God.  Solomon instructs us that soul winning is a wise business for us to be engaged in – PROV. 11:30. Our problem is that we think personal work is just for a select few in the church the preacher, the elders, or deacons but, if we are living by faith and trying to please God all of us who wear the name of Christ should be involved in this vital work.  Our job is not to maintain the status quo but to teach the lost in this community and that is the responsibility of individual Christians – ACTS 8:1-4 – We cannot hire someone to do our work for us!

Hopefully we all want to be involved in soul winning.  Where would you be today if someone did not take interest in your soul?

SOUL WINNING WISDOM INCLUDES:

1. PERSONIFICATION – 

a. What did Jesus personify in his life on earth? HEB. 1:1-3 – Jesus personified God – He was the express image of his person!

b. What was the mission of Jesus as He came to earth?  LUKE 19:10 – To seek and save the lost!

c. What should we personify?  We either personify Christ or the devil - GAL. 2:20 – Notice the comments of the apostle Paul

i. Personify Christ – 1 JN. 2:1-6 – To personify Christ we must walk as He walked

ii. Personify the devil – EPH. 2:1-3 – 

2. PREPARATION – 

a. What is required in order to win souls?  EPH. 6:10-19 – We have to be prepared and put on the whole armor of God because there is a spiritual battle going on for the souls of men – combat readiness - we are in fight – I. E. – training to fight- intensely and carefully prepared to defend and proclaim the truth

b. What is the most important resource necessary for preparation?  KNOWLEDGE –2 PET. 1:3-11 – Notice just how frequently God uses the word “knowledge” in this great passage!  It is absolutely necessary for soul winning!

c. Does this preparation take countless years?  1 TIM. 4:12-16 – No we can be young inn the faith and give the proper attention to reading, exhortation, and doctrine.  The biggest display of ignorance by most Christians is that they fully know enough to teach others but are just unwilling to do so!  ACTS 8:4 – They went everywhere teaching the word – I.E. – Addition – Trig.- 1 PET. 3:15 – Be ready to give an answer

3. EXAMINATION – 

a. Must I be faithful in order to effectively teach others?  2 COR. 13:5 – We must examine ourselves by God’s word to see if we possess the right attitude – Test yourself to see if you are “in” the faith.  2 THESS. 5:21
b. Is your life becoming the gospel?  PHIL. 1:27 – Do I conduct myself in a manner that becomes the gospel?

i. MATT. 13:22-23 – Note the contrast between the one who hears the word and becomes unfruitful and the one who hears and understands – brings forth fruit.  Do we really understand?  If we do we must bear fruit.  

ii. 2 TIM. 2:19-21 – Are we a vessel to honor or dishonor?  If to honor we must be prepared to every good work – Is there a better work than soul winning?

iii. HEB. 5:12-14 – Many Christians are still spiritual milk babies after years

4. ACTIVATION – 

a. We must be active to be involved in soul winning 
i. “GO” – MARK 16:15-16 – Go is a word of action

ii. “DOETH” - MATT. 7:21 – We must do the will of the Father – Is soul winning his will?

iii. Example given by Jesus – MATT. 21:28-31 – Which one did the will of the father?  The one that became active and went to the vineyard.

b. We must be a worker not a shirker – JAMES 1:21-25 – Are we a forgetful hearer or a doer of the word.  Are we lazy lukewarm and indifferent or busy and active in the service of God?

5. NOTIFICATION – 

a. People must be notified they are lost in their sin

i. ACTS 2:36-41 – Peter warns the Jews at Pentecost

ii. ACTS 3:13-19 – Peter again warns the Jews

iii. ACTS 17:22-31 – Paul warns the Greeks to repent

b. Are we concerned or unconcerned?

i. Concern of Jesus – MATT. 9:35-38 - What about you?  What about me?

ii. Will God overlook unconcern? – EZK. 33:8-11 – God does not want people to die in their sin

6. INVITATION – 

a. Is an invitation necessary for people to learn the truth as revealed in the gospel? 

i. Invitation of Jesus – MATT. 11:28-30 - Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.  For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light. 
ii. The Bible closes with an invitation – REV. 22:17 - And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely.
b. Do you compel people to come to Christ or repel people from coming to Christ?

i. LUKE 14:16-24 – Compel means to urge, plead, constrain, people to obey God

CONCLUSION – 

Personal work is not only something we all can do.  It is something we must do and it is something we should gladly engage in doing, because it is a direct reflection of our love for God – 1 JN. 4:8-11 -  He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love.  In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent his only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through him.  Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.  Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love one another. 

