SOUL WINNING WISDOM – HEAVEN OR HELL

JAMES 5:19-20 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – To save a soul from death is the most fulfilling and important work on this earth – JAMES 5:19-20 – What death do we save this soul from – REV. 21:8 – The second death – Hell – the lake that burns with fire and brimstone.  If I have no concern for the sinner they will wind up in hell and if I do not try to teach the lost I will wind up in hell also.

Example – Go by a friend’s house and it is on fire, “What are you going to do?”  Well I would like to stop by and tell Shawn his house is on fire but I just don’t have the time and after all I have had a long day and I am very tired.  No, we would do everything in our power to help save his physical life and his property – Jesus tells us his souls is worth much more – MATT. 16:24-26.

We need to apply this to spiritual matters; their house is on fire if they are lost in sin and we must warn them to turn from the error of their way.  We need to remember what is at stake their soul as well as their spiritual destination Heaven or Hell.

WHAT IT TAKES TO PULL SINNERS FROM THEIR BURNING HOUSE – 

1. DEDICATION – 

a. Wholehearted commitment to the Lord – 2 TIM. 1:8-13 – How would you describe your faith and conviction in the Lord?  Are you ashamed of the gospel of Christ?  

b. ACTS 20:19-21 – Was Paul a true and faithful laborer in the kingdom of God for Christ?  YES – What about you?  What about me?  - Do we sometimes keep back something that would be profitable for others to know about the truth?

2. IDENTIFICATION – 

a. PHIL. 2:5,12; 19-30 – Are you engaged in the work and purpose of Christ?  Are you seeking to win souls to Christ?  if your answer is NO. Do you believe Christ would identify you as one of his disciples? 

b. What did his disciples do?  They engaged in the work Christ came to do – MATT. 10:1-8 – Freely ye have received freely give- If we do not follow their example, if we ignore Jesus came to seek and save the lost – LUKE 19:10 – then we are Satan’s puppet! – Satan wants us to be so busy with life’s everyday affairs that we do not take the time to teach others the will of God, and if we fall into his trap he has been victorious over us and as a result many souls will be lost.  Those who knew the truth but would not identify themselves with the cause of Christ and his work.

3. VERIFICATION – 

a. We need to verify the fact that our mind is on heaven – 1 THESS. 1:3-10 – These brethren aimed every word and deed toward the salvation of their own souls, and that of others that they could reach with their influence, and sound gospel teaching.  If you are really and truly interested in going to heaven yourself, you must show interest in the salvation of the souls of others.  We must turn form our idols to serve the living God.  

b. Have we turned from our idols as the brethren in Thessalonica did?  What is our idol?  Is it our job? Is it some sport, hobby, or past time? – MATT. 6:33 – Do we really seek first the kingdom of God?  If there is something coming between us and God it can easily become an idol and cause us to lose our soul in Hell!

4. INVESTIGATION – 

a. We must investigate God’s word in order to be a soul winner – EPH. 3:1-5 – We hear men proclaim, “The Bible is just too difficult to understand.”   It indeed can be difficult if we never investigate what the Bible says.  

b. We have to investigate God’s word in order to be a soul winner – 2 TIM. 2:15 – Study is involved, so our knowledge will increase.

c. PSA. 119:129-136 - Ignorance of God’s word is devouring members of the church like cancer.  Fewer and fewer members of the Lord’s church are diligent Bible students, when it used to be said of members of the church of Christ that they are walking Bibles.  Soul winning causes us to investigate what we really know and causes us to investigate what the Bible really teaches to be the truth that indeed sets us free.

5. CERTIFICATION – 

a. We need to certify that we are interested in the souls of men – COL. 1:3-8 – Epaphras was concerned – COL. 4:12 - Are you really interested in going to heaven yourself?  Is it your number one priority? If your answers are YES, then you will point your work in the direction of your goal.

b. Soul winning manifests our supreme love for God and our fellow man – MATT. 22:37-39 – Our goal should be to live in such a way as to reach heaven!  Do you hate the thought of someone not making it there?  As Christians we must detour souls from hell by putting up warning signs- I.E. – Bridge out – would you help put a warning sign.

6. CONVERSATION – 

a. Does our manner of life show our interest in the souls of others? – JAMES 3:13-18 – What does my manner of life picture?  - Loyalty to Christ, Godly example, if so I can be an effective soul winner for the Lord. What you are speaks much louder than what you say.  If what you are does not match what you say the picture of your life will be blurred and hazy and dirty.

b. If you are lost you will never be lost alone you will take others with you, and if you are saved you will never be saved alone.

7. MAGNIFICATION – 

a. Does my life magnify Christ as Lord? – PHIL. 1:9-12; 20-21 – We must realize that our only purpose for living is to magnify the great affection God has for man.  We must show others the excellent things in this life to pursue, and to prepare for the judgment day and eternity that follows.  Do I magnify Christ or the devil by the life I lead?

8. REGENERATION – 

a. Soul winning wisdom can lead to the regeneration of a sinner – TITUS 3:3-8 – In sin he is foolish, disobedient, and deceived.  Living only to satisfy his own foolish lusts and envy.  If I do not teach the sinner the gospel that can regenerate both of our souls are now in jeopardy.

b.  GAL. 6:1-2 – We also need to restore the erring brother in  order to fulfill the law of Christ – we must realize he is dying in his sins – JAMES 5:19-20
CONCLUSION – Brethren are we doing what it takes to be souls winners?  If not we must repent and get busy!

