SOUL WINNING WISDOM

1 TIM. 1:15 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – We have a description of Jesus at an early age – LUKE 2:49-52 – He knew he must be about his Father’s business.  Jesus Christ is the greatest soul winner this world has ever known.  He sacrificed himself that others might be saved.

He realized man is made in the image of God – GEN. 1:26-27 – GEN. 2:7 – Jesus knew how important man and his soul are to God – 2 PET. 3:9 – God does not want man to perish.  To prove this God gave us 1 Savior – 1 Gospel – 1 Church – 1 Life.  We all now have this opportunity during our life to obey God and win souls for Him.

What went thru the mind of Jesus when He was on earth and striving to save the souls of men?

1. MEDICATION – Jesus had the perfect medication for the ills of the souls of men

a. ISA. 1:1-6 – Judah was sin sick, faint, and they had wounds and bruises that were petrifying sores in the sight of God

b. ISA. 1:16-20 – God said they could be healed if they would come and reason together with the Lord – Scarlet to as white as snow.

c. MAL. 4:2-6 – Jesus is here spoken of in prophecy as the Sun of righteousness with healing in his wings – Is that how Jesus came to earth? – MATT. 1:21 – Yes, He came as a savior

d. 1 JN. 5:11 – Jesus came to give eternal life

2. PREVENTION – Soul-winning wisdom is for the prevention of soul decay.  We brush our teeth to prevent tooth decay and gum disease.  We paint our house to prevent the wood from rotting.  Soul winning is preventing “soul decay” by the teaching of the Word of God

a. ACTS 18:24-28 – Aquila and Priscilla prevented Apollos and those he taught from being lost by teaching him the way of the Lord more perfectly which include the truth about the baptism of Christ for the remission of sins and its necessity vs. the baptism of John that was no longer needed.

3. ELEVATION – Soul winning elevates people from a life of sin (death) to a life with all spiritual blessings (life).  It elevates people from earth to heaven, from sorrow to joy, from evil to good, from punishment to the reward of eternal life.

a. How does this elevation take place? – EPH. 2:1-10 – Thru God’s wonderful plan of salvation.  Sinners are saved by the grace of God, if we know this and tell others we become a bearer of good news.  You and I have the opportunity to elevate them by the gospel from sin and death to life.

4. NARRATION – Soul winning involves the telling of the story of Jesus and His wondrous love.  Do you love to tell the story?  Do you want to be a soul winner for Jesus everyday?

a. MATT. 7:13-14 – Does your walk match your talk?

b. COL. 4:3-6 – We are to speak the mystery of Christ in boldness.  Christ teaches that we should walk in wisdom toward those outside of Christ and know how to answer every man.

5. ELIMINATION – Every soul saved eliminates one from being lost.  

a. JUDE – 17-25 – God says that some described here can be saved, but it takes someone willing to snatch them from the fire.  We might not be able to save all but with some we can make a difference.  How do we know which one we might be able to influence if we never try?

6. INTERROGATION – Asking leading questions to get people to open up - Police

a. Jesus asked leading questions as in MATT 16:13 – “Who do men say that I the Son of man am?”  “But whom say ye that I am?” - Peter was led to confess his faith in Christ.

b. ACTS 8:26-31 – Philip asked him a leading question, “Do you understand what you are reading?”  -This created an opportunity to sit with him and study the word of God

c. Do you believe the Bible is the inspired word of God?  Can two people come to the same understanding of the Bible?  Can People study the Bible and learn together?

7. INDICATION – A clock indicates time.  A scale indicates weight. A thermometer indicates temperature, you have a temperature gage in your car to warn you if your car is getting to hot.  

a. LUKE 5:1-5 – Notice the respect Simon had for the word of the master.  How much confidence do you have in his powerful gospel message?

b. REV. 3:14-17 – What is your spiritual temperature in regard to soul winning?

c. EPH. 4:15 – What is our spiritual height? – We need to grow up in Christ, can we do this without being involved in soul winning.

d. 1 COR. 15:58 – The name Christian indicates we are workers and servants of Christ – Are we being steadfast and unmovable and abounding in the work of the Lord if we are not involved in soul winning?

8. LUBRICATION – We need to lubricate ourselves with God’s word

a. MATT. 25:1-13 – Jesus mentions 5 wise and foolish virgins.  All had oil in their lamps!  All were trying to some degree to obey the Lord by letting their light shine somewhat.  The error they made was not having enough extra oil to keep their lamps burning.  We need to learn this parable we cannot borrow the righteousness of someone else.  We must keep our lamp trimmed and bright. 

CONCLUSION – Spiritually speaking we need to check our dipstick and see if we are low on oil.  If we are we better fill it up with the oil of gladness and truth!

