SOUL WINNING WISDOM – 5

COLOSSIANS 1:23-29 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – God has fully intended and purposed that his gospel be taught throughout the world because it alone has the message of salvation – ROM. 1:16.  This message of hope is the one all men need to hear. - JN. 17:17 - This is the message we are to proclaim as God’s faithful children. – 2 TIM. 2:2 - We are to do this in love – EPH. 4:15 – which means we are to use wisdom and tact to proclaim this message of salvation. 

1. HUMILATION – This is a part of soul winning wisdom.  

a. Jesus Christ is our great example – ACTS 8:29-36 – 

i. His death was humiliating.

ii. His death made salvation possible.

iii. Sometimes we might be humiliated by trying to teach the gospel, because they reject the words of truth you teach, but it could make eternal life possible for others.

b. EZK. 2:1-7 – God told Ezekiel not be afraid of their words (vs. 6) they are a rebellious people just speak my words, be my messenger.

2. PURIFICATION – The gospel will demand purification in the lives of people.

a. I.E. – Purification plants they make water fit for consumption.  God wants us to become and remain pure – JAMES 4:4 – So we can be counted as the friends of God.

b. God wants His children to remain pure. – EPH. 5:1-5 – Do we want an inheritance in the kingdom of God?

3. ILLUMINATION – We are to be the illumination of God’s word to others.  We must let our light shine; we sing this little light of mine I’m going to let it shine.  Do we let it shine or do we express no concern for those groping in darkness?  I.E. – Blind Person would you help them cross the street.

a. MATT. 15:14 – “If the blind lead the blind both shall fall into the ditch.” – Let’s light the way so they can see their need of Jesus.

b. PSA. 51:1-4; 10-13 – Maybe the reason you are not a soul winner is that you need purification in your life – I.E. – David – What type of person was David after this repentance and confession of sins?  One who influenced many souls for the Lord.

i. Can only be soul winner if we possess a clean heart.

ii. Can only be a soul winner if we have the right spirit.

4. INSTRUMENTATION – God has given us a wonderful and marvelous body full of abilities to be used in His service.

a. ROM. 6:12-19 – We are to use every member of our body as an instrument of righteousness.

b. Every Christian should be a transmitter of the gospel, but in order to transmit we must first receive. – JAMES 1:21-22 – We must learn to transmit the proper spiritual morse code form the Bible.

5. INFLAMATION – Soul winning involves inflammation, we need to be on fire for the Lord.

a. ROM. 10:1-4 – We need to be like Paul and have a burning desire to reach and save ungodly zealots.

b. MATT. 23:15 – The Jews were zealous and we know many religious groups today who have a great amount of zeal and they do not teach or follow the truth of God’s word.  Notice Jesus did not condemn their zeal, but rather their false teaching.

i. Example of Paul – Zealous as a Jew, and he made an exceptionally faithful Christian.

ii. If we are to have a church that is on fire it must begin with you, and it must begin with me!

6. CONTRIBUTION – This makes soul winning possible.

a. PHIL. 1:3-5 – Paul thanks God for this church because the members wanted to share in the fruits of his labors.  They supported Paul so he could preach the gospel.

b. PHIL. 4:13-17 – They sent unto his necessities.  Their prayers were for the salvation of souls and as a result Paul said God would supply all their needs.  

i. If we want God to supply all our needs here in Mary Esther we need to follow the example of the Philippians.

7. MOBILIZATION – Soul-winning wisdom is mobilization and every Christian is a soldier in the Lord’s army. 

a. HEB. 2:1-4 – Woe to us if neglect to live, teach and preach this great salvation.

b. HEB. 2:9-11 –We need to hear the orders and mobilize to the commands of the Captain of our salvation.

8. CONSTITUTION – Soul-winning wisdom is extending his law and teaching what his constitution states.  His will clearly states we should:

a. Hear – ROM. 10:17
b. Faith – HEB. 11:6; MARK 16:15-16
c. Repent – LUKE 13:3       THIS IS GOD’S CONSTITUTIONAL PLAN
d. Confess – MATT. 10:32-33, ROM. 10:9-10
e. Baptised – ACTS 2:38, 41, 47
f. Men who teach an unconstitutional plan are in rebellion to God – JN. 12:48 – They can live in rebellion if they so chose but God and his word will judge them in the last day.

CONCLUSION – God commands us to engage in soul winning.  We must fight the good fight of faith if we are to be soul winners. – 1 TIM. 6:12 - Are we in the fight or we just looking from the sidelines and cheering others on?  

