SOUL WINNING WISDOM

MATTHEW 5:6 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – What do you do when you get hungry and thirsty?  You begin to search out food and water to quench your thirst and whet your appetite.  Well, how hungry are you spiritually speaking?  In, MARK 16:15-16 – Jesus commands the gospel to be preached and in order for us to fulfill that command in the day and time in which we live He needs you and He needs me as human vessels to carry the heavenly message. – ROM. 10:8-18 – We must be careful to carry the message God sent. – ROM. 1:16-17 – Only the gospel has the power of God to save the souls of men.

The wisdom of how to win souls is declared in the scriptures. – PROV. 11:30 – “The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life and he that winneth souls is wise.”

What does God’s word declare unto us about soul winning:

1. EXHORTATION – You have to be an exhorter to win souls.

a. ACTS 2:36-41 – Peter was exhorting them to obey.  This is a strong pleading, urging, or in a sense begging them to obey.  This is all involved in exhortation.  When was the last time you pleaded with someone to become a Christian.

b. ACTS 11:19-24 – We can exhort people to cleave unto the Lord.  When was the last time you urged someone to be more faithful in their service to God, and to cleave to the Lord

c. MATT. 19:4-6 – Stick ability of marriage.  Cleave to your husband and cleave to your wife.  Why, because you entered into a covenant with them.  The same is true with our relationship to God we need to cleave to him and serve no other. Why is this necessary?  Because we entered into a covenant with Christ to obey him when we became Christians

d. HEB. 10:23-25 – Every Christian can be an exhorter.  To urge people we must be very honest about what awaits those who do not seek to be faithful. – HEB. 10:26-31
e. ROM. 1:28-32 – We see here what awaits those who break their covenant with God.

2. CONNECTION – Souls are saved by connecting them to Christ

a. EPH. 2:8-10 – Grace is God’s part and faith is man’s part.  If it were not for God’s grace we could not be saved but it must be connected to our faith.

b. JN. 8:31-32 – How do we get connected to God?   By the truth and obedience to it!  This is the connecting link to a relationship with God.  

c. JN. 15:1-8 – We as branches only have life if we are connected to the vine and if we are connected we should bear fruit that is the normal process of a branch that is connected to the vine. I.E. – Tomato vine.  Two kinds of fruit – The fruit of the spirit and teaching others.

d. COL. 3:16-17 – Does God’s word dwell in us?

e. LUKE 14:25-34 – What is our attitude toward discipleship?

3. ADMONITION – Warning of danger. – I.E. – Robot on “Lost in Space”

a. EPH. 6:4 – Fathers are to admonish their children.  To warn them of the dangers of sin!

b. ACTS 20:28-32 – Paul spent three years warning the elders to feed the flock of God that was among them!  Feed the flock the truth and watch for the wolves.  Encourage them to be faithful.  Working to win souls and laboring in God’s vineyard will help to keep us out of trouble.

c. 1 THESS. 5:12-15 – What do we admonish men to do?

d. 1 THESS. 1:3-9 – What type of church will we be here in Mary Esther?  The church in Thessalonica knew what work it was to do and they labored diligently to do it.  They gave a great effort.  What type of effort are we going to give for our upcoming gospel meeting?

4. EXAMINATION – Look at ourselves honestly.

a. 2 COR. 13:5-6 – Do we pass the great test as to whether Christ is in us?  If we fail we are reprobates.  Someone not approved, not standing the test, or is rejected.

b. 1 COR. 9:27 – We need to subject ourselves to Christ so we can be a soul winner.

c. ROM. 8:5-11 – What is involved in subjecting ourselves to Christ?  Being a spiritually minded person.  To be carnally minded is death!

d. JAMES 2:17-24 – By way of examination, am I a carnally or spiritually minded person?  What do I spend most of my time doing?

e. LUKE 18:10-14 – When I examine myself do I overlook my faults and not see the true me?  If so we are like the publican and have the wrong attitude.

5. APPLICATION – Soul winning is filling in your application for eternal life.

a. 1 TIM. 4:12-16 – A soul winning Christian will save his soul and the souls of others that hear him.

b. MATT. 21:28-32 – If we are not involved in this work we are not keeping our part of the bargain.   Many Christians have said I will go and work in your vineyard but have not gone.  Is this you is this me?  If so we need to repent and go to work.  Gospel meeting begins June 8th, now is a great time to go to work!

c. PHIL. 2:19-22 – We need to look at the example of Timothy.  Are we serving Christ as he did?

d. COL. 3:22-24 – What are we doing for God?  Do we want to receive the reward of heaven?

CONCLUSION – Will you be about your Father’s business?  LUKE 2:49 – Jesus realized at an early age the importance of saving souls.  Will you take the word of Christ to the sin cursed world?  Will you be the hand that Christ uses to lift the wicked from the pit? Will you be the feet for Christ that shows men how to walk?  Will you have the love of Christ to proclaim his soul saving message!

Soul winning is putting your mind and body to work and showing God we care about those lost in sin.

