JESUS – THE GREAT HIGH PRIEST
HEBREWS 8:1-2

INTRODUCTION – TEXT HEB. 8:1-2 - The Hebrews understood the concept of the priesthood.  They understood the priests offered gifts and sacrifices on their behalf – HEB. 5:1; 8:3.  They understood the distinctions within the priesthood.  They realized certain duties were only to be performed by the high priest such as presiding over the atonement sacrifice where he made sacrifice for his sins the sins of his household and Israel - LEV. 16:17 - Other duties were to be administered by the common priest who could not enter the Holy of Holies but served at all sacrifices.
We need to understand under the NT priesthood Christ is our high priest – HEB. 3:1 and as Christians we all serve as priests under Christ the High Priest – 1 PET. 2:5, 9 
The purpose of our lesson today is to understand that Jesus serves as our High Priest and we are not bound by the Levitical priesthood spoken of in the OT, but we are part of his royal priesthood since we have been buried with Christ in baptism. 

We will be using the book of Hebrews in this study as it is written in such a way that we can compare and contrast the priesthood of Jesus and the Levitical priesthood.
JESUS – THE GREAT HIGH PRIEST:

I. JESUS IS SUITABLE TO BE OUR HIGH PRIEST – 

A. Jesus understands both God and man because of his dual nature so Jesus is deserving of this position as High Priest.
1. HEB. 2:14-18 – Since Jesus has suffered and been tempted he is able to aid those who are suffering and being tempted.

2. HEB. 4:14-16 – We do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses. He has suffered even to the point of death on the cross. 
3. HEB. 3:1-6 – Christ is our faithful example the one we are to consider to remain firm to the end. Christ is the head of the church – his house!!
B. Jesus is our forerunner into heaven.

1. HEB. 6:18-20 – Jesus is the one who leads the way into heaven, the holy of holies, behind the veil. Christ has gone ahead to prepare a place for his royal priesthood – the saints.
2. HEB. 8:1-2 – Our high priest sits at the right hand of God. He is the High Priest of the true tabernacle which the Lord built. The church is not some man made religious meeting place. It  was not built by man, but by the Lord and we should never look at it as some man made organization thinking that we are in charge of the church. 
II. JESUS IS SANCTIONED TO BE OUR HIGH PRIEST – 

A. Jesus was called of God to be high priest.

1. HEB. 5:4-10 – He did not just assume this position but was appointed by God.

B. Jesus is our high priest according to the new law – new covenant
1. HEB. 7:12-22 – Jesus became priest because there was a change in the law.  Under the old law he could not have served as high priest. He is the guarantee of a better covenant.
III. JESUS IS OUR SUPERIOR HIGH PRIEST – 

A. Jesus is more than simply a priest.

1. HEB. 5:5-6 – Jesus was both Son and priest.

2. HEB. 6:20-7:4 – Jesus was both King and priest

B. Jesus priesthood is greater than Levi’s

1. HEB 7:11 – The priesthood of Jesus is greater then the Levitical priesthood.
IV. JESUS IS OUR SACRIFICIAL HIGH PRIEST – 

A. Jesus is both priest and sacrifice.

1. HEB. 9:7-14 – Jesus did not offer the blood of bulls and goats but his own blood.

2. HEB. 9:24-28 – As the high priest he only offered the sacrifice of his blood once.

B. Jesus is both the atonement and sin offering.

1. HEB. 10:1-10 – Jesus our high priest only had to make the atonement and sin offering once.
V. JESUS IS OUR HIGH PRIEST FOREVER – 

A. Jesus is our high priest and he will reign forever as he is not subject to death or human failure.

1. HEB. 7:23-28 – Our high priest is holy, harmless, undefiled and separate from sinners. Christ does not need daily to offer up sacrifices since he offered up himself once for all as the perfect sacrifice for our sins.
VI. JESUS IS OUR ONLY HIGH PRIEST – 
A. Jesus is high priest over the house of God – the church.

1. HEB. 10:11-14 – He alone serves as our mediator or go between he is our advocate before God
B. Jesus is our sole high priest.

1. 1 TIM. 2:5-6 – He alone serves as our mediator because he is the ransom or payment for our sins. He is our atonement for sins and no other could do what Jesus has done for all of us.
CONCLUSION – 

Is Jesus your High Priest?

Do you serve in his priesthood?

Priestly benefits are available but they are conditional.
Have you been buried with him in baptism?

ACTS 2:38 - Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.
Have you confessed your sins or do you need to at this time?

The decision has to be made by you….no one else can make it for you!!!
1 JN. 1:7-9 - But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin. 8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
