JESUS - HIS DRAWING POWER

JOHN 12:20-32
INTRODUCTION – READ TEXT - Do you remember back in the day when your science teacher and class actually conducted experiments? Did you ever do any experiments with magnets?  Do you remember doing an experiment with metal filings put in a container and buried in the sand?  Then the teacher would place a magnet over the sand and you would begin to see the filings moving up thru the sand and attaching themselves to the magnet. This account in the bible of the Greeks being attracted to Jesus and desiring to see him is similar in some ways the Greeks were drawn to Jesus because of the things they had heard about him in regard to his teachings and miracles he was performing.
As a result of the death of Jesus on the cross he has the power today to draw all people.

The purpose of this lesson is to draw us closer to Jesus as we walk by faith each day of our lives.

THE DRAWING POWER OF JESUS – 

I. EXAMPLES OF THOSE DRAWN TO JESUS – 

A. LUKE 2:8-18 – The shepherds were drawn to Jesus and they immediately told others.

B. MATT. 2:1-2 – Wise men were drawn to Jesus to worship him. If we desire to draw near to Jesus we need to take advantage of every opportunity we have to worship and honor him.

C. MARK 10:13-14 – Parents brought their children to Jesus to be blessed by him. 

D. MATT. 9:10-12 – Tax collectors and sinners were drawn to Jesus.

E. MARK 1:16-18 – Fisherman were drawn to Jesus.

F. JN. 3:1-3 – Nicodemus a Pharisee is drawn to Jesus.

G. MATT. 7:28-8:1 – Officers were drawn to Jesus by his teachings and when they came to the chief priests and Pharisees they said no man ever spoke like this.

H. LUKE 23:32-43 –The thief on the cross was drawn to Jesus. He recognized he deserved to die and Jesus did not.

II. WHAT IF EACH OF IS TRULY ATTACHED TO JESUS? When conducting the experiment the teacher would also show how you could attach paperclips and they would magnetize and you could form a chain of clips all being attached to each other as a result of the power of the magnet – I.E. – Jesus is the magnet and we are the paper clips

A. MATT. 5:13-16 – If we are truly attached to Jesus then our light should be shining so brightly and his power being seen in us that we actually draw people to Jesus.

B. JN. 17:20-21 – If we are all truly attached to Jesus we would have unity just as the magnet placed over the lead filings attracts them in a clump – they all come together. If we are all truly attached to Jesus we will not have to be prodded to come to bible study, worship, gospel meetings or even when we have hospitality extended to us to social functions in the homes of our brethren – do we take advantage of every opportunity to be with those who are trying to draw near to Jesus in their lives. Let’s look at the early Christians.
C. ACTS 2:41-42 – Those in the first century who were truly drawn to Jesus continued steadfastly in spiritual activities.

D. ACTS 8:4 – Those who were truly drawn to Christ felt the urgent need to teach others the good news about their Savior. One thing we must come to grips with and understand is that Jesus no longer uses miracles as he did in the first century but he only sends our his disciples to spread the soul saving message of the gospel.

III. WHAT HAPPENS WHEN SOMETHING COMES BETWEEN US AND CHRIST? As our teacher continued the experiment they would next place the magnet on top of their hand and place it over the metal filings and they would not move and something very similar happens when we begin to place things between us and Christ. In the 1950’sthe church of Christ was growing by leaps and bounds and was stated to have been the fastest growing religious group in the United States. What happened? People who had been concentrating on following Jesus and teaching the gospel to others began to try to use other things to draw people to Christ – the mission of the church changed and institutions were introduced, gimics such as bus ministries,  recreational activities, sports teams, extravagant dining halls and kitchens were built along with family life centers
A. THE CHURCH IS EFFECTED – 

i. 1 TIM. 3:15 – The church is to be the pillar and ground of the truth not the local Boy’s club or YMCA, or a local polling place, nor the access point for medical care, blood drives etc.
ii. 1 COR. 2:4-5 – Paul says there is danger in trusting the wisdom of men

B. WE ARE EFFECTED – 

i. ROM. 8:1, 5-6 - When we begin to place more emphasis on the things that are of this world – whether it is family or friends,  activities, hobbies or recreation.
ii. REV. 2:4 – When we leave our first love and place anything between us and Christ we need to repent. Are you allowing anything to come between you and the power the Lord wants you to have access to in your life?

iii. JN. 1:11-12 – As children/sons of God we have the power of Christ available to us. Are we using this power to draw near to God

iv. HEB. 10:22 – In order to draw near to god we must have a true heart. Is your heart true to Jesus or have you allowed things to come between you and your Lord?

CONCLUSION – Jesus has the power to draw us near to him, but we make the decision if we are going to take advantage of his power. Do I enhance the power of Jesus by the life I live? By the life I live do I draw people to Jesus or turn them away?
