ATTITUDE TOWARD DEATH

ECCLESIAISTES 3:1-2
INTRODUCTION – Time passes by quickly. Another year is almost gone. The bible speaks of or time and life as a vapor which appears for a little while and then vanishes away – JAMES 4:14 – Life is fleeting. Since our life is so brief what is it really all about?  Life is really about preparing for death. Our true purpose is to fear God and keep his commandments as this is the true purpose for our existence – ECCL. 12:13
The wise man warns us we will be taken by death – TEXT – ECCL. 3:1-2 – A time to be born a time to die. 

The purpose of this lesson is for us to come to a greater understanding of what God’s word teaches us concerning death and the events that follow.

ATTITUDE TOWARD DEATH – Prepare for it while we are living
I. PREPARATION – Why should we prepare for death?

A. PSA. 89:48 – There is no escaping death as the psalmist makes clear.

B. GEN. 27:2 – Abraham said he did not know the day of his death and neither do we so we need to live as if each day was our last. “Treat each day as your last one day you will be right.”
C. 1 SAM. 20:3 – David realized there was only a step between him and death. If we truly understand this principle then what should be important for us?

D. 2 KINGS 20:1-2 – It should be important for us to make sure our house is in order for we know death is coming one day.

E. 1 CHRON. 22:5 – David prepared abundantly before his death.

F. ISA. 38:1-2 – Hezekiah set his house in order.

G. PSA. 23:4 – If we are prepared there is no reason to fear death.

H. REV. 14:13 – Blessed are dead who die in the Lord.

II. WHAT HAPPENS AT DEATH?
A. ECCL. 12:7 – The body returns to the dust and the soul returns to God. The spirit does not die only the physical body.

B. GEN. 2:7 – Remember that God made man from the  dust of the ground and breathed into man the breathe of life.
C. GEN. 35:18-19 – The soul leaves the body at death.

D. MATT. 10:28 – Man can kill the body but he cannot kill the soul which is  the eternal part of  man created in the image of God. Christians like Stephen were willing to give up their physical life in order to serve Christ because they understood this principle.

III. WHAT HAPPENS AFTER DEATH? Where does this spirit go? The Bible teaches that the spirit of man does not go directly to heaven or hell as many think but to a place the Greeks referred to as Hades – the abode of disembodied spirits. Why is there so much confusion over this bible subject?  Much of the problem lies in the fact the KJV translators only used one word “hell” to describe 4 Bible words – Sheol- Hades- tartarus- gehenna. Let’s let the scriptures explain the concept of Hades
A. MATT. 27:5 – Jesus died. When he dies he yielded up his spirit. Where did the spirit of Jesus go?
B. LUKE 23:46 – Luke’s account – again we ask where did the spirit of Jesus go?

C. LUKE 23:43 – Look in the context to find the answer – Jesus told the thief on the cross today you shall be with me in paradise. Obviously Jesus is referencing his spirit would be with the spirit of Jesus in Paradise.

D. ACTS 2:25-31 – Notice what Peter proclaimed on Pentecost – So David’s prophecy was fulfilled in the resurrection of Christ – The body of Jesus was raised from the tomb and his spirit returned from Hades so we must conclude that the spirit of Jesus went to Hades upon his death. And the same thing happens to a child of God.
E. REV. 1:18 – Jesus is the one who has the keys to Hades and death.

F. LUKE 16:19-31 – This abode of disembodied spirits is verified thru the story of Lazarus and the rich man. This story pictures two men in Hades. From these scriptures we must conclude that Hades has two compartments and there is a great gulf fixed that separates the place of comfort (paradise) from the place of torture (tartarus) Note – Both had died Vs. 22 – Rich man was tormented in Hades Vs. 23 while Lazarus was being comforted in Abraham’s bosom (paradise) which is the same place the spirit of Jesus went on his death.

IV. JUDGMENT – 

A. HEB. 9:27 – The bible teaches judgment after death, but at what point after death?

B. MATT. 13:38-42 – Judgment will take place at the end of the world

C. JN. 5:28-29 – Judgment follows the resurrection of all the dead none will be left behind.

D. JN. 12:48 – By what standard will we be judged? The words of Christ

E. MATT. 16:27 – How will we be judged? Individually by our  works not by our knowledge or what we believe but by what we practiced in our lives.

F. MATT. 25:31-34 – Judgment will not be to determine guilt or innocence that is determined when we die and our soul goes either to paradise or torment. I.E. – Liken it to a trial (our life)to determine guilt or innocence. In our life we are either faithful to or unfaithful in our service to the Lord. In our legal system sentencing just confirms the verdict of the trial and in the same manner we do no receive the final sentence until judgment. 

G. MATT. 25:41-46 - Judgment is when souls are consigned to heaven for a reward or hell (gehenna) for eternal punishment.
CONCLUSION – 

What is my attitude toward death?

Am I prepared?

After death there is nothing I have control over in regard to my eternal destiny.

Choose to serve God today!!! How do we go about doing that?
